
12-20-09

“HEREIN IS LOVE...”

1 John 4:9-11

INTRODUCTION:

-at this time of year we are inundated with advertisements to show our love by getting that special gift for a family member, a friend, a co-worker

- “Why, it’s on sale,” we say, “and at half off! How can I NOT get it (even though I’m out of work, the mortgage company is foreclosing on my house, my kids are sick, and my car just blew a gasket)!”

-to many, this time of year is a real trial; the family is broken up; your spouse is no longer with you; the season seems more materialistic than ever before; depression is setting in

-it is time to take control of the season and get our eyes off ourselves and onto the ultimate, highest gift of love ever sent to us; this gift was sent by the Father in heaven 

-the greatest gift that has ever come to us is a Lamb: Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away our sin that we might be restored to full fellowship with God

-what motivated the Father and the Son to do this for us? God’s love

-on this Christmas Sunday morning, let’s consider once again this great love He has shown to us, personally and collectively, by sending us His Son to this earth

-after all, that is what we are celebrating when we say ‘Merry Christmas’, right?

-read 1 John 4:9-11; pray

I.
THE MANIFESTATION OF LOVE v. 9

A.
God Sent His Only Begotten Son Into the World

9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world,... 

-in the epistle of 1 John the Apostle John penned the words ‘love or loves or loved’ 46 times!

-God’s love changes things; His love will change us...IF we let Him have His way with us

-what is the highest, most loving thing God could do for us? take care of our eternity!

-the Bible tells us that our sin has blocked us from a living relationship with God

-we were locked out with no way back to Him; our sin nature defiled all our efforts to reconciliation

-therefore God Himself, because of His great love wherewith He loved us, took the initiative and made the first step

-John used the word manifested, which means “to be clear or obvious to the eye or mind, to display or show by one’s acts or appearance, to demonstrate” 

-in THIS the love of God was manifested, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world

-this is the greatest manifestation of love in all of eternity

John 15:12-14
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.  14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.  NKJV

B.
God Wants Us to Live Through Him

...that we might live through Him.

-the goal of this love-expression was to give us His life as a gift

-the life that Jesus came to bring to us is called ‘resurrection life’

-the Greek word is zoe’, a quality of life that originates from heaven; when John speaks of eternal life, this is what he is referring to

-God has made it possible by means of the Holy Spirit that I can experience and partake of this life now as well as throughout all eternity

- ‘that we might live through Him’ tells me that I cannot experience this ‘life’ apart from Jesus    
John 15:1-5
1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away;* and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  NKJV

-God created us to be in fellowship with Him 

-this means that the very core of our life is filled with purpose and meaning from His hand; we were created for Him, not vise-versa

-the world in its arrogance has concluded that man creates his own god or gods that he might comprehend the meaning of life

-when man creates his own god, that puts him in the position of headship

-the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself, God’s revelation of who we are and how we got there, and God’s revelation of our world condition

-we read that God created us in His image, according to His likeness

II.
THE MODEL OF LOVE v. 10

A.
The Role Model of Love

10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us...

 -v. 10 is where we get the title for this message, “Herein is love...”; I remember it from my first years as a believers reading only the King James Version

-the Apostle John wants us to understand that the true model of love is not found within man on his own
-in THIS is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us

-when did He love us? when we were deep in sin; not merely because we had sin in our members, but when we were living continuously in sin

-He loved us while we were sinning against Him, against others, against ourselves
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. NKJV

B.
The Removing of Wrath for My Sake 

...He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

-here is this big word ‘propitiation’; but really there is no other word that adequately sums up what Jesus did for us by His death on the cross

-propitiation means in its literal sense to win or regain the favor, either of a god, a spirit, or a person, by doing something that pleases them 

-my sin nature disqualifies me from winning or regaining the favor of God

-even if I am the best, the most moral person on the earth, my sin nature inherited from Adam defiles my best works before a holy God

-I cannot please God and be accepted of Him by my good works; my very sin nature cancels out my efforts

-therefore, because of God’s overriding love, He sent His Son Jesus to be the propitiation for our sins

-no other religion on earth has this as its foundation; no other sage, holy man, or religious leader has ever made this claim

-this is what separates Biblical Christianity from all other religions

III.
THE MOTIVE FOR LOVING OTHERS v. 11

A.
The Pattern We Follow

 11 Beloved, if God so loved us,...
-Beloved: John uses this term of endearment nine times in his epistles

-it is usually an address just before a very important truth is presented

-it’s as if the Apostle John is grabbing us by the shoulders, looking straight into our eyes and then presenting this important truth 

-the pattern for our daily lives is found in the One we follow, the One whose disciple we profess to be

-God’s love for us is the pattern we follow; His love for us while we were still in our sins; His love broke through, reached our hearts and reasoned with us

-His love pursued us through all the vanity, iniquity, impurity, disgusting behavior

-His love won us over

B.
The Purpose: Love One Another

...we also ought to love one another. NKJV-

-the Son of God, Jesus, showed us what God’s love looked like in action

-if we say we are His disciple, then we must be obedient to His commands    
John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." NKJV

-God sent His Son into this world as a gift, the ultimate gift; this is why we celebrate Christmas; 

-if God so loved us while we were in sin, what makes us think that God doesn’t love us now that we are His children through faith in Christ Jesus?

-we see our failures, our attitudes, our broken commitments as reasons for Him not to love us; but this is just where we need to go back to the truth

-God loves you and His work is not done in you, upon you, around you
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