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“The High Cost of Freedom”

1 Peter 2:21-25

Introduction:
-today in our country we set aside time to remember…remember the privileges we have as a country, remember the comparatively brief history of our country, and remember at what cost we gained that freedom

-since the first pilgrims landed on our soil, hundreds of thousands of men and women have laid down their lives to defend our country and to protect the freedoms that we enjoy

-we are a country that values our independence from tyranny of all kinds, whether abroad or at home

-we were shaken to the core when we were attacked on our own homeland with the Sept. 11th attacks; and there are now parts of our lives that will never be the same

-the founding fathers of our country looked to the Scriptures to find a basis for our Declaration of Independence, our Constitution, and our Bill of Rights

-a great trilogy on the spiritual origins of our country can be read in Peter Marshall’s books THE LIGHT AND THE GLORY, SOUNDING FORTH THE TRUMPET, and FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

-but somehow our country ignores a greater danger right in our midst: this danger is called “the second death”

-the Bible tells us that every soul lasts for eternity, not just for the time living here in this physical body; the Bible also tells us the truth about our spiritual condition before God: that all people have a sinful nature within them, and this sinful nature completely blocks out eternity with God; this is called “the second death”

-we are in bondage to this sinful nature, with no way humanly possible to deliver ourselves; all of our attempts at religious activities will not set us free; it is not another human who holds us in bondage, where we can call in the Navy seals, the Green Berets, or the Army Rangers to use the latest technology and smart bombs to “shock and awe” our enemy to let us go

-our eternity is without hope if it is left to our own means

-the only way to be set free from the second death is for a human being who is absolutely perfect and sinless, even in his nature, to step into the place for all humanity and take that “second death” upon himself

-ladies and gentlemen, I put forth to you that God has sent such a One: His only begotten Son, Jesus of Nazareth; the gospel accounts of His origin, His birth, His life, His death, and His resurrection communicate to us the High Cost of Freedom from the second death

-our part in all of this is to believe…believe every truth that the Bible puts forth about Him, about ourselves, and about the future; this is a kind of believe that automatically produces changed behavior

-Jesus Christ has paid a high cost to set us free from sin and death; and this is what we want to remember today

-we will look at 1 Peter 2:21-25, and then follow our study with communion 

-read text; pray

I.
The Nature of our Calling v. 21

A.
Following Christ in Salvation v. 21a

21 For to this you were called, 

B.
Following Christ in His Sufferings v. 21b

because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

II.
The Nature of The Commitment vv. 22-23

A.
The Sinless Nature of Christ v. 22

22 "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth";   

B.
The Suffering Servant v. 23a

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten

C.
The Secret to His Suffering v. 23b

but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

III.
The Nature of Our Freedom vv. 24-25

A.
The Great Exchange v. 24

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, 

that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness — 

by whose stripes you were healed. 

B.
The Great Rescue v. 25

25 For you were like sheep going astray, 

but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. NKJV
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