05-09-04 Mother’s Day

“The Heritage of a Godly Mother”

1 Samuel ch. 1

Introduction:
-today is the day we especially honor mothers for the love and care they have given to us

-but it is a difficult day for women who want to have children, but cannot have them; or for those who have had abusive mothers; or for those grandmothers who are estranged from their children and grandchildren

-so I wanted to draw from a text which presents a wife who was unable to have children, and the trials of her life; and we are going to see God work in a marvelous way to bring forth a judge and deliverer for His people through this barren woman; her name? Hannah

-pray

I.
Hannah’s Vexation (vv. 1-7)

A.
The Life of Hannah vv. 1-2

-v. 1: it is believed that Elkanah was from the tribe of Levi, from the family of Kohath; this is determined because of the city (Ramathaim Zophim), and the name Elkanah, which seems to only be used by Levitical families

-Elkanah means “God has purchased”, or “God has acquired”
-v. 2: the text does not say why Elkanah had two wives; there is a possibility that since Hannah was barren and unable to have children, Elkanah married Peninnah; this was done because of the importance of children to pass along the family inheritance (Hannah is mentioned first in the text)

-how difficult this must have been for Hannah! not only was she unable to fulfill the dream of her youth in being able to bear children and enjoy raising them, now her husband had married another woman who was having child after child

-I’m sure it didn’t make any sense to Hannah (“favor”, “grace”); her life at that time didn’t seem to be reflecting the meaning of her name

-Peninnah means “pearl” or “coral”; and while she might have been a pearl to Elkanah in bearing him sons and daughters (v. 4), she was an irritant to Hannah

B.
The Loving Husband of Hannah vv. 3-5

-Elkanah dearly loved Hannah, but there was nothing he could do to change her condition; each year he would show his favor to her by giving to her a double portion of the peace offerings 

-this was his way of trying to help her, and to show her love, but it really didn’t assuage her vexation of spirit

-it is amazing how we husbands can come up with the strangest things to offer to our wives, thinking that it will be such a blessing to them

-v. 3: the mention here of Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shows God’s own vexation over their wicked lifestyle, even while being in such a privileged position of priests of the Lord

-v. 5: the LORD had closed her womb… this is spoken in hindsight; as we will see, the barrenness of Hannah led to her making a certain kind of vow to the Lord

-it was this vow that God was looking for IN HER PARTICULAR CASE, AND IN LIGHT OF ALL THAT WAS GOING ON IN ISRAEL AT THE TIME

-the barrenness was temporary until the fullness of God’s own purpose and time

C.
The Lament of Hannah vv. 6-8

-v. 6: her rival… this was probably Peninnah, who saw this double portion given to Hannah, and either out of jealousy or malicious intent, continually brought up the barrenness of Hannah “to make her miserable”; and this went on year after year

-v. 8: and we see Elkanah’s attempts to lift Hannah out of her vexation by trying to reason with her about the fact that she had him as her husband; shouldn’t she be happy with him even more than if she had ten sons?

-I suppose that having a godly, caring husband without children is more of a blessing than having ten sons with a husband that is abusive; but Elkanah’s reasoning just doesn’t help her out

II.
 Hannah’s Vow (vv. 9-18)

A.
The Anguish of Soul vv. 9-11

-v. 9: there came a year that it all really just fell apart; Hannah couldn’t handle it any longer; she goes to the tabernacle, and in the bitterness of his soul, she weeps and pours out her prayer to the Lord

-v. 11: in her prayer, she makes this vow to the Lord:

-if: 
1.  you will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me


2.  you will not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child

-then:
1.  I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life


2.  no razor shall come upon his head

-this was a prayer of complete surrender to the Lord; how a mother would want to raise her child to adulthood after being barren for so many years! 

-But Hannah came to the point that if God would just heal her, then this would be the absolute best offering she could give to the Lord

-giving her future son to the Lord was more than merely offering him up in her heart; she fully intended to leave him at the tabernacle after he was weaned to be a servant to the high priest in the things of the Lord (I’m sure Eli’s wife helped Samuel in the little things)

-and not only that, she vowed that he would be a Nazirite for the entire length of his life

-sometimes God allows barrenness to bring us to the place of complete brokenness and humility before Him; and it is in that state that the heart is prepared to offer back to God what He has been waiting to receive all along

B.
The Allegation of Drunkenness vv. 12-16

-Hannah was so grieved in her soul that she couldn’t bring herself to even speak aloud; all she could do was to move her lips without sound

-and the high priest, Eli, was observing her from a distance and judged her from the outward appearance; there was no spiritual discernment going on in Eli at this point; he had grown accustomed to living in the midst of wickedness with his own sons

-v. 14: the rebuke came to Hannah from the high priest, which just added more grief to her anguish

-how important it is to hold back our first impressions when we encounter those who seem to be really off kilter! 

-at this rebuke, Hannah reveals not the vow itself, but the grief of soul behind the vow

-Hannah kept the details of her vow secret, between her and the Lord, and God honored her

C.
Her Answer vv. 17-18

-v. 17: Eli pronounced the blessing of God upon her and asked the God of Israel to grant whatever the petition was that was poured out by Hannah

-it is amazing to me that Hannah received this as an answered prayer; there was a witness in her spirit that the words of Eli were words of affirmation

-it was after she felt she had the answer from the Lord that she broke her fast and ate

-there are times when the Bible seems to just speak directly to the need of your life; you have been praying and praying, asking God for guidance; and then you come across a particular passage that just seems to jump off the page

-and the witness in your spirit is that it is the direction and answer you need right now

-this is not just coincidence, but it is usually the Holy Spirit looking to assure you and lead you and guide you

III.
Hannah’s Victory (vv. 19-28)

A.
Her Child vv. 19-20

-she must have shared with Elkanah her vow, and the answer she believed was sent from God; so it was, that “the LORD remembered her”

-sometime look through a concordance and see all the times when it says either “God remembered”, or “the LORD remembered”; they are watershed moments in the history of God’s people (Noah, Abraham, Rachel, etc.)

-Hannah now was living what her name meant: “favored, full of grace”

-she named her son, Samuel, which means “asked of God”

B.
Her Commitment vv. 21-23

-v. 21: this may have been the following year; but Hannah is now set to fulfill her part of the vow that she made to the Lord

-her husband seems to have made a vow also, although the text doesn’t specify what that vow was; some commentators believe it was connected to the conception and birth of their son, Samuel

-the weaning of the child was usually around three years old; during these three years, she probably instilled into Samuel all the stories of their people and the God who had been so kind to them over the generations

-a mother has a precious opportunity to instill into the heart of their young child an attitude of thanksgiving and gratefulness toward God

-even when we are dealing with a child that is not our own (like in our children’s ministry), we can just talk to them about the love, the goodness, and the help of God and His Son, Jesus

-sing songs about the Lord with them; interact with them about the Lord; prepare them for that day when they will make their own step of faith toward the living God

C.
Her Contribution of Samuel vv. 24-28

-this was the moment of contribution for Hannah and Elkanah; although Hannah gave up what was most precious to her, she ordered her life according to the fear of the Lord; she would perform all that was right before God

-when you examine the song of Hannah in ch. 2, you hear her rejoicing over God’s mercies, with no regrets for the sacrifices made; and her prayer almost sounds like the basis for the prayer that Mary prayed when she was pregnant with Jesus

-God blessed her life, even after she had Samuel 

1 Samuel 2:18-21

18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod. 19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "The LORD give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was given to the LORD." Then they would go to their own home. 

21 And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the LORD.  NKJV
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