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“Understanding the Effect of Prayer in Heaven and on Earth”

2 Chronicles 7:14

Introduction:
-this Thurs. is the National Day of Prayer in our country

-this land has had several occasions to call its people to prayer:

-the Continental Congress called for prayer before the writing of the Constitution  

-in 1863, the Congress and President Abraham Lincoln called for a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer before God, because of the terrible division in the country that led to the Civil War

-the Day was officially set aside by Congress in 1953, and signed into law by President Truman

-it was amended and established on the first Thurs. of every May during the presidency of Ronald Reagan in 1988

-the events of Sept. 11 are still fresh and vivid in the minds of the people of our country; so this particular year, the Nat’l Day of Prayer will bring with it that sense of vulnerability to terrorism that we hadn’t experienced before as a nation

-and yet there is a more subtle terrorism going on in America:  it is a spiritual terrorism, destroying individuals and families right and left;

-the deadly agent? SIN—sins against God without repentance and sins against other men and women without repentance; the effects of this sin? The breakdown of family life, the rapid increase in violent crime, the separation from a Holy and Loving God

-“God so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

-this morning we are going to closely examine the foundational Scripture behind this National Day of Prayer: 2 Chronicles 7:14

2 Chron 7:14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. NKJV

-our desire this morning is that God would impress upon our hearts that there is a definite effect in Heaven and on earth when we offer our prayers to Him

-the basis of all prayer is not to get my will done, but bring to pass God’s will, to be used to bring glory and honor to God through my petition, my worship and my intercessions for others

I.
Humbling the Heart

A.
If My People Will Humble Themselves

-the context of our section this morning is when His people are under the chastening hand of God; this is the word of the Lord at the dedication of Solomon’s temple

-the very first step in restoration from Heaven is humbling oneself before God

-this is before prayer, before outward acts of contrition, before any commitments—humbling of self is the first thing God desires and looks for

Isa 66:2 But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. NKJV

Ps 34:18-19

18 The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all. NKJV

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart--These, O God, You will not despise. NKJV

Isa 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. NKJV

Mic 6:8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God? NKJV

1 Peter 5:5-7 (James 4:10)

5 Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. NKJV

-the word “humble” as used in Scripture means:

-OT:3665 kana` (kaw-nah'); to bend the knee; … to be subdued, to be brought down, to be low, to be under, to be brought into subjection 

-when the word “humble” is used in Scripture, it is usually associated with those who are poor or weak or afflicted, and emphasizes some kind of disability or distress

-it appears that outward affliction frequently leads to inner spiritual affliction and results in an outcry to God

-"humility, gentleness." are two characteristics that seem to be gained from affliction. 

-the intended outcome of affliction from God: "humility of soul."   

-the opposite of humility is to be proud, haughty, arrogant—against God and other men

B.
If My People Will Pray and Seek My Face

-once the humbling of heart before the Lord begins, the next step is the lifting up of prayer to God, and earnestly seeking His face 

-the word ‘face’ in Hebrew means the ‘front’ or the “presence”  of God

-prayer and seeking the face of God is that natural expression of humility of heart 

-prayer encompasses the ideas of worship of God, petitioning God for one’s specific needs, and intercession in behalf of others in their afflictions

-def. of prayer: “that petition made by the creature to its Creator for mercies and help in the midst of affliction and poverty of soul, spirit or body”’

-prayer also includes communion of soul with the Creator, the Covenant God, Jehovah

-the word ‘seeking’ implies earnest effort, not a mere mental passing of thought

Prov 2:1-8 NLT

1 My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions. 2 Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. 3 Cry out for insight and understanding. 4 Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 5 Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7 He grants a treasure of good sense to the godly. He is their shield, protecting those who walk with integrity. 8 He guards the paths of justice and protects those who are faithful to him. 

-“seeking the face of God” then is that “earnest entreaty to be brought in full awareness of the heart and mind of God on a matter at hand; and then to submit to whatever is His will in the matter

C.
If My People Will Turn from Their Wicked Ways

-this is the third requirement: repentance, shown in outward action

-many people will outwardly put on the appearance of humility, will pray long hours and spend time reading the Scriptures, BUT THEY REFUSE TO TURN FROM A LIFE THAT CONTINUALLY INCLUDES ACTIONS GOD CONSIDERS AS WICKED

-this is because the default mechanism in their life is still “if the activity seems reasonable to me, and doesn’t hurt anybody, and it takes places between consenting adults, then it doesn’t matter what the Bible has to say about it”

-wicked ways are defined all throughout Scripture; the wicked are spoken of as having hostility against God and His people, and they live a life of immorality against God’s moral law

-true humility of heart will lead to true repentance, AWAY FROM a life that is centered around those activities God calls sin

-and in place of those activities that God calls sin, will be the embracing of the values, thinking and actions that God puts forth, which will lead to fullness of blessing

-we can’t grow close to the Lord—close to His face, experiencing His presence—and flaunt a life of wickedness before Him; it will surely bring the chastening of God upon us, upon our family, and upon our country
II.
Hearing and Healing

A.
I Will Hear from Heaven

-when the heart has been genuinely humbled before God, and the internal motives are directed to commune with God and seek His face, and when there has been true repentance away from wickedness—when the outward life begins to reflect the inwardly sensitive heart—“THEN He will hear from heaven”
-God “hearing from heaven” is something He is “waiting to do”, not something we must convince Him to do

-this “hearing from heaven” is to be considered the first benefit above all others

-all true prayer initiates within the heart of God; when He wants to accomplish a work, He looks for someone who will be yielded to Him, and willing to be used  

2 Chron 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. …"NKJV

-and then He moves upon the heart of that individual, showing him the affliction and the pitiful situation, moving them to begin to intercede 

-and then, through the prayers of His people, God releases all the resources necessary to accomplish the work; 

-afterward there is a recognition of God’s work in the heart of those who have prayed and the glory goes back to God, completing the circle of prayer  

-then I will hear… the expression that represents the active movement of God in your behalf, as you have sought His help and grace in dealing with an affliction  

2 Chron 34:27 because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you," says the LORD. NKJV

B.
I Will Forgive Their Sin

-this is the second benefit: forgiveness of sin from heaven’s throne

-the reason chastening has fallen upon the land in the first place is because of the sins of its citizens against God and against their fellow men

-God is a moral God and His law is a moral law; when His creation violates His moral law, it is consider a transgression of the law before God, the Judge and is called SIN

-and God has declared that the penalty of sin is death…the spirit being separated from God, with no natural way back into God’s graces

-only God can forgive sin; and He has made a supernatural way to be forgiven and to come back into His good graces and mercies: repentance and reliance upon and believe in His substitutionary sacrifice for sin: Jesus, the Only Begotten Son of God

-but it seems that men and women today do not want to acknowledge certain actions, or certain words, or certain thoughts as sinful; 

-they want to “rename” them so that they don’t seem so condemning, so that they can be allowed in the life without accountability

Gal 5:19-21

19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure, 20 idolatry, participation in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the feeling that everyone is wrong except those in your own little group, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of sin. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. NLT

-these are the sins that bring chastening upon a land, and will bring judgment upon the whole world at the time of the end

C.
I Will Heal Their Land

-this is the third benefit: “healing of the land”

-let’s go back to the context of this prayer to see what needs to be healed

13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people,…

-let’s begin by defining who “My people” are: in context, Israel under covenant with God; but it also includes those of us who have become born by the Spirit of God

-God will chasten His people when they break His moral law of love, and the result is a chaos coming into the sphere of their life…from without and from within

-this country is not a Christian nation under covenant initiated by God, as was Israel

-but we are a nation that was initiated by our founding fathers, who crafted the Constitution in the fear and acknowledgment of our Creator

-many of those founding fathers were true believers in Jesus Christ as the Only Begotten Son of God; and they knew the awesome responsibility they had to seek God’s blessing and graces by first humbling themselves before Him

-God’s grace has been shed abroad upon this nation, because I believe the founding fathers chose to base their laws upon the Judeo-Christian ethics that are found in the Holy Scriptures

-but we are drifting away from those moorings under false interpretations of separation of church and state; interpretations that never entered the hearts of the crafters of our Constitution

-when we as believers in Christ Jesus turn from the commands of Scripture and go our own way, we bring a cancer into our lives and our families;

-God still loves us and desires the best for us, and will bring chastening upon us to turn us from our wicked ways and bring healing to our lives…our land

-God can and will bless a land for the sake of His people in the land

-today, let’s consider our position as intercessors of our land, as well as for the land of Israel and the city of Jerusalem
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