11-21-07
“A Reason to Give Thanks”

Various Scriptures

Introduction:
William Bradford, the governor of Plymouth Colony, 1623: 

“Inasmuch as the great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wheat, peas, squashes, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as He has protected us from the ravages of the savages, has spared us from the pestilence and granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience; 
Now, I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thursday, November ye 29th of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty-three, and third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor, and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings.”  

-while this is a possible declaration from the first governor of the colony, there is no actual written document available to prove these were his exact words; so it must be taken with a grain of salt

-plus there was no pastor per se that existed over the colony at this time
Opening Prayer

A Distinctly American Holiday
-the official Thanksgiving Day in November is a distinctly American holiday

-the origins began with the Pilgrim settlers, on into the beginnings of our United States (as seen in the handout we gave to you) and it has even been affirmed occasionally during the last two centuries up to even last year at this time by President George W. Bush
-doing some digging on the actual documents related to the first thanksgiving, I came across this excerpt from the website http://www.new-life.net/thanks02.htm 

The image of the Plymouth Pilgrims and their Wam-pan’-o-ag neighbors sitting down to a peaceful feast in the golden autumn of 1621 is so familiar that most people assume that the event is well-documented and the most minute details of that famous dinner are known to historians.
 Unfortunately, as in most historical circumstances, this is not the case. We know that wild fowl and venison was served at this three-day feast from Edward Winslow's 1621 letter, the only surviving description of the event itself. We also have Gov. William Bradford's more general comment on the first harvest, which adds a few culinary details. The other elements of the meal must be extrapolated from our knowledge of English precedents.

It is not known exactly when the event occurred, but it was between September 21or 22 when a group of Plymouth men returned from Massachusetts, and November 9, 1621, when the ship Fortune arrived.

Edward Winslow's letter (written December 11, 1621 and sent to England by ship):

 (modern version) “ Our corn did prove well, and, God be praised, we had a good increase of Indian corn, and our barley indifferent good, but our peas not worth the gathering, for we feared they were too late sown. They came up very well, and blossomed, but the sun parched them in the blossom.

Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of our labors. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the company almost a week. At which time, among other recreations, we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to the plantation and bestowed upon our governor, and upon the captain, and others. And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty.”
Edward Winslow, December 11, 1621, in A Journal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth (Mourt’s Relation: A Relation or Journal of the English Plantation settled at Plymouth in New England, by certain English adventurers both merchants and others.) Dwight Heath, ed. New York: Corinth Books, 1963, p. 82.

Governor William Bradford's Comments About the Harvest:

 (modern version) “They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and dwelling against winter, being all well recovered in health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed in affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they took good store, of which every family had their portion. All the summer there was no want; and now began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when they first (but afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a peck a meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to that proportion. Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports.”
William Bradford, Of Plimoth Plantation. Samuel Eliot Morison, ed. New York: Knopf, 1952. p.20.

A Typical Thanksgiving Day
-what were your Thanksgiving Days like growing up?

-for me I remember getting together with relatives and having a feast of turkey, mashed potatoes and turkey gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, sweet potatoes, different kinds of salads, a garnish plate filled with pickles, olives, celery, carrots, and the like
-then there came the pies after the meal: pumpkin, apple, mince meat, cherry, all usually topped with either whipped cream or ice cream
-then there were the football games around the TV while the little kids would be playing board games or card games in the basement, or outside running off the full tanks of food

-but always before the dinner we would give thanks for the food and for the goodness of God during the year
-but it is not that way for everyone; some even here tonight may remember Thanksgiving days being full of drunkenness, arguments and fights
-some have memories of being all alone with no one even knowing the ache in your heart over the loss of friends and family; some are wasting away with terminal illness right this very moment
-we cannot control many of the things that happen to us and around us as we grow up; but we can make a decision to start fresh and get back to the basics of what it means to have a thankful heart
-you can’t change the circumstances of the past, but you can allow God to set your heart free from the wounds of the past; you can’t control the future, but you can trust the living God to order the course of the coming days to fulfill all His will for your life

-you can take this day and ask God to work in your mind and heart to thank Him for the little things

Thanking God for the General Mercies of Creation
-we’ve gathered here tonight to remember all the blessings granted to us by our Father God in heaven
-sometimes we do not have grateful hearts by reason of our selfishness, business or absentmindedness

-but God in heaven continues to grant the general mercies of heaven to all the inhabitants of the earth in that He allows our solar system to function flawlessly as He originally intended

-the sun rises every day, the moon orbits the earth in such a fashion that we can order our months and year, the stars continue their positions to enable sea-faring sailors to set their course

-the weather systems are of such a nature that our meteorologists can follow and usually predict what our week will be like—whether rain, shine, wind or storm

-can you imagine what our lives would be like if those general mercies of heaven were sporadic and chaotic? There would be no basic security of life, no ability to orient oneself to time, no crops that would come to fruition
-it is a good and right action to stop and give God thanks for the simple mercies of heaven He has created for us out of His love and kindness toward us

-it is to the glory of God alone that these mercies can be counted on; 

Psa 8:3-9 NKJV  When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained,  (4)  What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?  (5)  For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.  (6)  You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,  (7)  All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field,  (8)  The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.  (9)  O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!

The Obstinate Pride of Man
-yet man in His own pride still refuses to acknowledge the God of heaven, and even denies the existence of the very God who created all things through His Son, Jesus Christ
-to ignore or deny the Creator of our universe is the height of human arrogance; it is an irrational selfish heart that thinks that there will not come a day of accountability for him
Psa 14:1-3 NKJV  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.  (2)  The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand, who seek God.  (3)  They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.

Act 17:30-31 NKJV  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,  (31)  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."

The Persistent Love of God
-the Bible tells us that God in His love for us has sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to be the Savior of the world
Joh 3:16-17 NKJV  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (17)  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
-the greatest oppressor and terrorist known to man today does not come out of some fundamentalist group holed up in a corner of the world
-the greatest oppressor and terrorist to man today is the devil himself, that rebellious angel of light, for whom the blackness and darkness of hell is reserved

-the devil himself works day and night to stir up the sin of man, which has captivated the heart of every soul on earth, and through lust, selfishness and pride, work destruction throughout the world
-Jesus Christ was sent to this earth to pay the ransom pride to redeem man out from this predicament
-the ransom price was His own death on the cross, after the sins of the whole world were placed upon Him

* make this specially typed 1Jn 3:8 NKJV … For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

-now all who believe on Jesus Christ, the Son of God, receive complete forgiveness of all their sins; then they brought into the family of God immediately by being adopted through the Spirit of God and given the assurance of acceptance right now
Making a Decision to Give Thanks
-this life will not last forever; your very breath is held in the hands of God

-let us begin our thanksgiving with thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus Christ; and from there let us give thanks for the plan God has for each one of us, no matter what is happening right now in our life circumstances 
-every Thanksgiving Day will probably be a little different each year; that is just the reality of the changes in our lives and in our world
-but every Thanksgiving Day should be permeated with thanks for God’s greatest gift, His Son, Jesus Christ

Psa 100:1-5 NKJV  A Psalm of Thanksgiving. Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  (2)  Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.  (3)  Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  (4)  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  (5)  For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.
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