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“Are We on the Verge of WWIII?”

Various Scriptures

Introduction:
-events in the Middle East in the recent weeks have caused a lot of questions from both believers in Christ Jesus, and non-believers; even news reporters across the globe are asking, “Is this the beginning of WWIII?”
-as Christians we need to guard against broad sweeping generalities about people groups and media-staged events that have no basis in fact
Prov 18:13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him. NKJV

-we are commanded in Mt. 5:44-45 to love even our enemies, to bless those who curse us, to do good to those who do evil to us, to pray for those who despitefully use us and persecute us

-and the basis for this commandment is that the Father in Heaven has done these very things toward us before we knew Him; so we are to reflect to the world the same love of the Father
-the Holy Spirit, who abides within us, is that fountainhead from where we get that kind of love
-this morning I want to examine some of the facts about the current crisis going on in the Middle East; and I want to provide some perspectives to the question, “Are we on the verge of WWIII?”

-I would like us to also consider what possibly could happen in our own country and around the world if the events in the Middle East continue to escalate as they seem to be doing

-the UN has just voted on a resolution to bring about a cease-fire; we will wait to see; I have my doubts

-pray

I.
The Current Crisis in the Middle East

A.
Understanding the Players
1.
The Sunni Muslims and the Shiite Muslims
-after the founder of Islam, Muhammad, died, there was a struggle for succession
-there ended up being two groups, each believing they were the ones following what Muhammad desired

-the Sunni faction believed that some kind of “election” or group consensus by Muslim leaders or elders was supposed to pick the right person to lead Islam into the next phase; Muhammad’s father in law, Abu Bakr, came out the winner

-but the Shiite division believed that Muhammad had already picked his successor before he died: his cousin, Ali; this is what “Shiite” means: “Followers of Ali”, or “the Party of Ali”

-this occurred in 632 AD; and they have been fighting ever since
-today there are 1.2 billion Muslims worldwide, with the largest percentage (15%) living in Indonesia; 12% in Pakistan 

-Muslims are not our enemies; we are told in Eph. 6:12
Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  NKJV
-those of the Muslim faith are not our enemies; we are called to love them

-it must be understood that many, if not most, Muslims can be termed “cultural Muslims”; they accept the basic tenets of the Koran and Islamic religion
-they have no current desire to become a suicide bomber or to be a secret cell member for Al Qaeda

-but that being said, a literal reading of the Koran and the Hadith (the sayings and deeds of Muhammad recorded by his followers) brings one to the natural conclusion that the religion at its core is just not a peaceful religion; its history is one of violence and eventual subjugation of every nation under Islamic law
-the hidden strategy is one of passiveness and amiableness when Muslims are in the minority of a country; during this time there is an aggressive proselytism to Islam until the numbers can come into the majority
-then comes a rallying together to begin the press to bring that country under Islamic law; watch what is happening in Europe and Indonesia

-getting back to the make up of the Muslims, the Sunnis make up the largest group of Muslims; the Shiites are mostly concentrated in the relatively smaller regions of Iran, Syria, parts of Lebanon, and Gaza
-although they are the smaller group, the Shiites are strategically located to cause Israel and the world an awful lot of trouble

-both groups believe in the Koran and follow Muhammad, and are committed to the worldwide spread of Islam, with the hope that eventually all nations would be subject to Islamic Law; and both hate Israel and the US
-outside of this the groups have little in common; they were involved in a decade long war against each other in the ‘80’s (the Iraq/Iran war) 

-under Saddam Hussein, Iraq, which is predominantly Sunni, fought Iran, which under the ayatollahs were Shiite Muslims
-in the west, we viewed it as Muslims against Muslims; but they viewed it as a struggle between Sunnis and Shiites; this ongoing conflict is the real basis of the civil war that is currently going on within Iraq
-Al-Qaeda is Sunni-based; Osama bin Laden is a Sunni; Saudi Arabia is Sunni; but Iran is Shiite

2.
Hezbollah
-Hezbollah was created by the totalitarian ayatollahs of Iran just after the ‘79 revolution

-those fighting against Israel in southern Lebanon are Shiites, known as Hezbollah or “the Party of Allah”

-Nasrallah, the Sheik who is the spiritual head of Hezbollah, trained in a Shiite seminary in Iraq, under al Sadr’s father; this mentor is the radical Shiite cleric who called the gathering in Baghdad last weekend, where some say up to a million Shiites showed up in support of Hezbollah and against the US and Israel

-Hezbollah is well-trained and bankrolled by Iran, and supported by Syria; they are seasoned in extortion and smuggling operations, reaching as far as South America, Canada and the US
-they have open alliances with other terrorist groups, and peddle terrorist propaganda internationally via their Al-Manar TV station 

-even France was hesitant to send in its troops as a part of an international peace-keeping force seeing the tenacity of Hezbollah against the major technology and resolve of the Israeli military
-Hezbollah came into major prominence in Lebanon after Syria was forced out by UN resolution 1559, although the major players within Hezbollah had been gathering strength and strategy years prior to this

-Hezbollah worked their way into the new democratic government under the guise of being a political party, gaining two seats in the new legislature

-they went about gaining the public trust by organizing many social programs to help the poor people in southern Lebanon

-but during the last six years they have been ferrying well over ten thousand Katyushka rockets from Syria—rockets made by Iran; and this was done secretly without telling the new democratic government of Lebanon

-UN resolution 1559 among other things required that the new Lebanese government establish its own military and patrol the southern border of Lebanon
-but this has never been carried out by the Lebanese government; the explanation was that the government was still too young to fulfill the demands of this resolution

-Hezbollah is at its core not a political party, but an Iranian-Syrian backed terrorist militia with a Lebanese political front

-and it should be remembered that Hezbollah to date has murdered more Americans than any other terrorist group except al Qaeda
3.
Israel 
-in accordance with UN resolution 1559, Israel withdrew from Southern Lebanon six years ago; they knew that there would be dangers to doing this; and from time to time during the last six years a rocket or two would be fired into Israel
-but when the Hezbollah took two Israeli soldiers captive last month and held them as bargaining chips, Israel began to take serious action

-intelligence forces in Israel knew that there had been a constant buildup of rocket arsenals all during this time, but still held their end of the resolution

-and then came the barrage of rocket attacks—3,100 and increasing daily; the special Israeli forces within and without Lebanon pinpoint from where these rocket launches originate and retaliate at those locations
-the PR trouble for Israel is that Hezbollah has no problem launching these rockets from Lebanese neighborhoods, schools, hospitals, mosques, and even the Christian Lebanese parts of towns; in their ideology, there is little value of human life 
-it has been reported by some Christian Lebanese that have escaped from Lebanon that the Hezbollah would try to block the exit of these Christian Lebanese 
-they would force them back into their homes, and then setting up launch sites next to their homes; in this way, when Israel targeted the launch sites, Israel would be to blame for killing innocent Christian Lebanese (plus the Christians are considered infidels by the Hezbollah and worthy of death)
-in this way Hezbollah is seeking to win the PR battle, with the media jumping right in; what’s more, reporters are being led by Hezbollah guides to those points where Israel has targeted, showing the world how Israel is guilty of war crimes

show video clip
4.
Iran and Syria

-as we mentioned earlier, Iran and Syria have major contingencies of Shiite Muslims
-they not only are supportive of Hezbollah, they have made Hezbollah a proxy army in their behalf against Israel
-Iran has supplied the weaponry to Hezbollah ($100 million a year in weaponry over the past decade); there is also a money trail financing Hezbollah

-Syria has made themselves a shuttle point for Hezbollah, both for the benefit of Iran, as well as fulfilling their own interests in the region of Lebanon
-during the Clinton years Iran was flying each month up to three jumbo jets laden with military supplies to Syria; and now the majority of the supplies were being ferried directly to Hezbollah guerrillas for the war against Israel 

4.
The United Nations

-although the UN resolutions call for a ceasefire in southern Lebanon and northern Israel, it must be remembered that the UN has yet to define the word “terrorism” 
-yes, the UN does have a stack of “counter-terrorism” resolutions; yet because it has not defined terrorism, it does not currently regard Hezbollah as a terrorist group

-without that definition countries remain free to define for themselves which groups are terrorists and which are “freedom fighters”
-Saudi Arabia uses this distinction to get away with funding Hamas in Gaza, while Iran and Syria use it to provide funds and support to Hezbollah

-Islamic terrorists can then qualify as liberators, and democratic states trying to defend themselves could be treated as terrorists

-during the last six years, Hezbollah has expanded its stockpiling of illicit weapons under the terror-neutral gaze of UN “peacekeepers” until it was read to strike

-and the UN has not lifted a finger to stop Iran and Syria supporting and supplying a standing terrorist army in Lebanon
-when Israel attacked a UN post a couple of weeks ago, it was because that from there Hezbollah had fired rockets into Israel 
-in light of the current crisis, the big question about this most recent UN resolution is: who is going to disarm Hezbollah? 
-it is one thing to call a cease-fire; but without a ferreting out of this terrorist group, they will simply regroup and come back with a vengeance

B.
Understanding the Plan

1.
Protection of Israel’s Borders
-Israel’s goal has always been to secure its borders with the surrounding hostile nations
-they have a right to exist as a nation and to arm a military to protect their people; this right was granted to them in 1948 by UN resolution
-Israel has given up much land in the hope of peace with the Palestinians and Lebanese 
-Israel’s fight is not with Arabs, but with those seeking the extinction of their country

-it must be understood that not all Arabs are Muslim; some are Christian; an Arab is primarily someone who speaks Arabic

-it was a call to arms when Hezbollah launched a barrage of missiles upon the cities and villages of northern Israel; this was in addition with the constant proclamations from Hezbollah of bringing down the state of Israel

-when Israel tried a cease-fire for 48 hrs., there came the largest barrage of missiles from Hezbollah since the conflict began

-Israel has a right to not merely convince Hezbollah to stop launching the rockets, but to drive out the terrorist organization completely from southern Lebanon

-the UN has shown questionable strength and resolve up to this point in dealing with Hezbollah, Syria, and Iran; so Israel has taken matters into their own hands
2.
Proxy Army of Iran and Syria: Hezbollah
-one of the primary goals of Hezbollah is the extinction of the state of Israel; this is in line with Shiite Iran
-Syria was driven out by UN resolution 1559; but Syria has merely gone underground and have used Hezbollah as their proxy to regain control of Lebanon
3.
Paving the Way for the 12th Imam
-Iranian President Ahmadi-nejad was voted in last year for a four year term; he is a devout Shiite Muslim

-he said publicly when he got into office that the main mission of the Islamic Revolution was to pave the way for the reappearance of one called the 12th Imam, the one with the sword
-one of his first acts was to dedicate $17 million dollars of government funds to the shrine in the mosque wherein is the well from where this warring Imam will emerge within two years.
-he has publicly called for the extermination of Israel as a nation or at least a sending them back to Europe; he also denies that the Holocaust ever happened

C.
Understanding the Potential

1.
Weapons of Mass Destruction
-a weapon of mass destruction is a device that uses biological and/or chemical agents, including nuclear, through which to inflict death and destruction upon a people
-one former Iraqi general, who is an Assyrian Christian, was a confidant of Saddam Hussein before the fall of his regime; he was among the only ones Saddam could trust because of his truthfulness and integrity

-he affirms that weapons of mass destruction were ferried into Syria before the UN inspectors were allowed into certain locations

-he speaks concerning his first-hand knowledge of Saddam's plans to attack Israel with weapons of mass destruction, and how Saddam hid these by flying two 747 airplanes to Syria making a total of 56 trips under the false pretence of helping Syria during the time of their natural disaster when a damn broke near Damascus. 
-of course, Syria denies this and has hidden these weapons; but they know where they are and will use them if backed up against the wall
2.
Will and Determination of Israel

-Israel will not sit back idly and let its people be destroyed; they have shown throughout their history that when attacked, they will come out aggressively and decisively, no matter what the UN thinks is proportionate or disproportionate
-Israel is fighting for its life; and there will be no lasting peace until the nations of Iran, Syria, Lebanon, and the surrounding regions acknowledge Israel’s right to exist

-we believe from Scripture that Israel will end up remaining in their land in these last days until the return of Jesus Christ from heaven to set up His kingdom on earth

3.
War on an International Level
-as we have clearly seen this past week in London with the arrests of the 24 attempted suicide bombers ready to blow up several airliners bound for the US, the threat of mass murder of hundreds of Americans is still very real whether on our own soil or abroad
-we, as a country, are at pronounced war with an enemy we can’t easily identify, and which infiltrates the most common modes of our daily lives
-to think that now we can’t even bring on to an aircraft water bottles, or lotions, or gels, or laptops, or iPods, or any device of the sort is just mind-boggling!
-but such is the work of those set on mass destruction for the sake of attaining idealistic notions of paradise
-are we on the verge of WWIII? the first two world wars began with little skirmishes here and there and escalated to a point beyond anyone’s wildest thoughts

-make no mistake about it; our lives in this country will be different in the very near future; our conveniences, so precious to us now, will disappear little by little

-any international involvement—whether we as a country are intimately involved or not—will definitely affect us economically
-we are currently so very fragile, steeped in debt as a country, and it won’t take much to just set the dominoes in motion
-we are overly dependent upon foreign oil imports; and our Alaska pipeline is in disrepair; gasoline will eventually go up to $5 a gallon, and the cost of all commodities will reflect the increases in transportation and supply costs

-one more thing under this category: watch for Russia to become a more dominant player in all of this; they will line up with Iran, Libya, and other Islamic nations to come against Israel

-the Scriptures in Ezekiel 37-39 seem to indicate this connection
4.
Weapons that are Nuclear
-Tanzanian customs officials have uncovered an Iranian smuggling operation transporting large quantities of bomb-making uranium from the same mines in the Congo that provided the nuclear material for the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 61 yrs. ago

-according to a UN report, there is no doubt the smuggled uranium-238 came from the mines in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s mineral rich Katanga province

-Bernard Lewis of Princeton University, a top expert on Mid-eastern affairs, wrote a opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal recently concerning the danger of Iran gaining nuclear capabilities
-in the article he stated that it is possible Iran could pick August 22, the anniversary of one of Islam’s holiest events, for a cataclysm that Shiite Muslims believe will forever resolve the battle between good and evil

-because of the Iranian President’s urging of his people to prepare for the coming of an Islamic messiah, it raises concerns a nuclear-armed Islamic Republic could trigger the kind of global conflagration he envisions will set the stage for the end of the world

-President Ahmadi-nejad has actually referred to Aug. 22 several times, including when he rejected until that date the UN requests for nuclear program information

-August 22 corresponds to the 27th day of the month of Rajab of the year 1427
-Lewis writes: “This, by tradition, is the night when many Muslims commemorate the night-flight of the prophet Muhammad on the winged horse Buraq, first to the farthest mosque (usually identified with Jerusalem), then to heaven and back”

-“For Shiite Muslims, this will be “the long awaited return of the Hidden Imam, ending in the final victory of the forces of good over evil”

-“This might well be deemed an appropriate date for the apocalyptic ending of Israel, and if necessary, the world”
-“It is far from certain that Mr. Ahmadi-nejad plans any such cataclysmic events precisely for Aug. 22; but it would be wise to bear the possibility in mind.”

-in addition to this article, the president of the Reform Party of Syria recently talked of Pres. Ahmadinejad’s plans for “an illumination of the night sky over Jerusalem to rival the light of that Islamic belief; what he is promising the world is that by August 22 there will be a light in the sky over the Aqsa Mosque 
-“A nuclear attack on Jerusalem, or even a conventional attack, would be consistent with the references that have been made, including Ahmadi-nejad’s talk that Israel has ‘pushed the button of its own destruction by returning fire for Hezbollah’s rocket barrage’”
-for Iran, whether Hezbollah survives or not, it’s only their first chapter in the play to come to ascendancy in the Muslim world; first is the battle against Israel and the United States; then against Sunni Islam

-“They may launch an attack, but I still think if they had a weapon they would just go ahead and use it; terrorists don’t brag about things they’re going to do until after they do it”
II.
The Call to Reality as Christians

A.
Jesus’ Own Words

1.
The Beginnings of Sorrows
Mark 13:8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines and troubles. These are the beginnings of sorrows.  NKJV
-the word “sorrows” in the Greek means “labor pains, birth pangs”

-this “beginnings of sorrows” has the same two characteristics as labor pains: increasing frequency and increasing severity
-it is interesting to hear Secretary of State Rice state in a recent news briefing that this “new Middle East is going through birth pangs”

-we are not to be overly troubled by nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom; but we can recognize that things are indeed coming to a head

-since the establishing of the nation of Israel in 1948, and Jerusalem coming back under Jewish control, we are merely waiting for the trumpet call from heaven

-in the book of Jeremiah we read of the people of Israel being liken to figs, good or bad

-I believe Jesus gives us a clue to Israel’s place in the last days in Mt. 24

Matt 24:32-35

32  "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.  33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near — at the doors !   34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.  35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. NKJV
Matt 24:36-44

36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.  37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.  41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.  42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.  43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.  44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  NKJV

2.
Hated By All Nations
Matt 24:9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake.  NKJV
-hated by all nations? hatred is intense now from these Islamic fundamentalists toward Christians and Jews

-but it will get to the point where all the peoples of the earth will feel the same way toward believers as the terrorists do right now!

-the Bible indicates that during the last seven years of man’s government upon the earth, there will be a major revival among the Jewish people to acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah
-and then persecution will come down hard upon the believers in Messiah Jesus, even more heavy than what the believers experienced during the centuries after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension into heaven

B.
Just Around the Corner

-I realize a study like this can cause deep-seated fear and anxiety in the hearts of many; but as a Christian, we are called to put our trust in the Lord and not in man’s proclamations of peace and safety 
-what if we lose all the comforts we are so used to? we made it through the college days with very little and did just fine; is God obligated to give us the “finer things of life” because that is what we’re used to?

-we need a reality check big-time as believers; our lives are not our own; we have been purchased by the precious blood of Christ Jesus

-we are to redeem the time because the days are indeed evil and getting worse
-what changes need to be made in our lives to get back to basic, solid, loving, Biblical Christianity? 

-Self-ism must be dethroned from our lives—crucified—by the power of the Holy Spirit; and we all need to address not merely the evil and wicked parts of that self-life; we need also to confront the nice self, the moral self, the cultured self—it is still self, selfishness, the flesh—which is always the enemy of God

-in essence, we must daily live a crucified life to the flesh, with its affections and lusts

-Jesus is our Lord and Savior; we are His disciples; He calls us to love one another, as He has loved us; He calls us to love our enemies 
-Are we on the verge of WWIII? I believe in light of Biblical prophecy that whatever WWIII would look like, it won’t be a nuclear holocaust of all humans on earth

-but events could develop into a full scale conflict involving many, many nations; and if a terrorist group or a country like Iran or North Korea decides it must use a nuclear device to make its statement, the ramifications to life and world economies are staggering

-we as believers in Christ Jesus have a much more solid hope; although we pray for the peace of the land in which we live, we are passing through this world

-our bags, as it were, have been checked through to heaven; God is our refuge
-let me end with the first three verses of Psalm 46; they give us direction and counsel in times such as we are experiencing right now
Ps 46:1-3

1 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah  NKJV
-presentation of the gospel message; call to repentance
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