12-24-06 Christmas Sunday
“The Greatest Present of All”
John 3:14-21

Introduction:

-what was the worst Christmas present you ever received? was it that time you were with your girlfriend or boyfriend and you opened that present at your parents house only to find underwear with hearts on it?

-was it that cool bicycle you thought you were getting, only to find out the one your dad got you was something that looked like it came out of a junkyard?

-sometimes I would spoil my own Christmas; a week or so before Christmas I would wait until my parents were gone; and then I would sneak into their closet and check out all the bags  
-one time I found a battery operated remote control jeep; I took it out and checked it out; I think I can still smell the metal and plastic even now
-then I had to carefully put it back in the box and put it into the bag just as I found it and put it exactly were it was originally placed

-when Christmas morning came, I had to pretend that I was so excited about getting this toy jeep; but it wasn’t exciting at all; I had spoiled the whole thing
-some children today do not get much for Christmas; their family is very poor; hard times have fallen upon them; they watch other children playing in the street on Christmas morning with their new bikes and scooters and radio-controlled cars; all they got was a coloring book and crayons
-between the years of 1988 and 1990 we had an assistant pastor here—Bill Philipp; when he was a little boy, he was adopted out of an orphanage in Germany

-he tells of his usual experiences in the orphanage at Christmas; each orphan received an orange; that was it; and when he was adopted by a Christian couple, it was just so overwhelming what he experienced on the next Christmas; it was almost too difficult for him to process

-what was the best Christmas present you ever received? looking back I can truthfully say that the best Christmas present I ever received (other than the gift of my salvation) was when my girlfriend, Jeanne Wyatt, said that she would marry me back in 1969
-now 37 years later this coming Jan. 1 she still is the joy of my life and my best friend

-did you know that God wrapped up a special present and sent it to this earth? this present was sent to all people of every nation on earth; that present was really the greatest present of all time
-that present was wrapped in a physical body and born in Bethlehem of Judea; that present was God’s only begotten Son, Jesus

-Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, God’s greatest present of mankind

-this morning we are going to look at why Jesus is the best present anyone could ever receive

-we are going to listen to the very words of Jesus; He will tell us why God sent this present to the earth; we will listen as He tells us why this present is so important to every man, woman, and child that will ever exist
-read Jn. 3:14-21; pray

I.
The Poison of Death v. 14-15
A.
The Serpent’s Venom v. 14
-what was Jesus referring to when He mentioned Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness? the account is recorded in the book of Numbers ch. 21
-let me summarize: the children of Israel were in the wilderness of the Sinai peninsula; they had been delivered from Egypt almost 40 yrs earlier where they had been held as slaves

-they are just a few months away from entering the promised land; they began to complain over the long journey and spoke against God and against Moses

-in judgment, God sent venomous snakes into their midst; and as many as were bitten by the snakes died; the people cried out for mercy, repenting of their sinfulness

-this was the instruction given to Moses by the Lord:

Num 21:8-9

 8 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live." 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. NKJV 
-in order to see the connection to the next statement Jesus will make, this incident recorded in Numbers needs to be clearly understood: 
anyone who was bitten had a deadly venom coursing through his veins; and anyone who had been bitten, who looked at the bronze serpent on the pole, would live
-this brings us to what Jesus said about Himself
B.
The Savior’s Victory v. 15
-Jesus brings this over to His mission: the Lord told Moses to do this that it might be a foreshadow of the coming Present from God, Jesus Christ
-Jesus would crush the very power of sin and the serpent—the devil himself—by taking all of man’s sins upon Himself upon the pole—the cross of Calvary

-this is why Jesus said, “Even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
-so believing in Jesus is connected to looking upon the serpent; eternal perishing is connected to dying from the serpent bite; and eternal life is connected to physically being healed from the serpent bite
-some of you know what it means to have deadly venom in your system; you’ve been bitten by a rattlesnake or stung by a scorpion

-some of you are deathly allergic to bee stings; some of you have had cancer cells growing in your body

-these maladies were dealt with either by anti-venom or surgery and radiation and maybe even chemotherapy

-but there is a venom that courses through every human from the moment of conception; the Bible tells us that sin saturates our very nature

-and that sin will bring the judgment of God upon us after we physically die

-God in His love and mercy has provided an “anti-venom”—His Present from heaven: the Person of Jesus Christ; and as Jesus Himself tells us: whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
II.
The Present of Life  vv. 16-17

A.
The Love of God  vv. 16-17
-Jesus emphasizes here that it was the love of God which was the motivating influence to provide this Present to the world
-every person in the world has been bitten by sin; again, the Bible states we are born in sin and conceived in iniquity (Ps. 51)
-the only remedy for this mortal condition is to believe on the Son of God who was sent from heaven as a Present to sinful people

-God gave His Son as the Greatest Present of All; Jesus is God’s Present to the world
-but that Present must be received by each individual; each person must “open up” this Present by faith in Jesus so that they can receive the blessing of eternal life

-tonight or tomorrow you will open your Christmas gifts; it is certain that you will not leave them unopened; 

-imagine if you were given a gift and you made the choice to not open it; yes, you took it and put it in your room, but you never opened it; would it benefit you at all?

-this is how many people treat the Present from heaven; they hear about the Present; they listen carefully to understand the message; but they never open the gift

-how do you open up that Present from heaven? you have to believe in Jesus; this means that you stop relying upon your own efforts to gain God’s favor and you trust in the gospel’s message
-what is that message? John 3:16

-but it must be understood that God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world; He sent His Son into this world that the world through Him might be saved from the coming judgment of God upon sin
B.
The Light of God vv. 18-21
-just as those who had been bitten by the snakes were sure to die in a matter of hours because of the venom that was in their system, so the venom of sin is in the very nature of every human

-just as the only salvation for those bitten by the poisonous snakes was to look on the brass serpent on the pole, so those who believe on Jesus will not be condemned to suffer the punishment of God’s judgment on sin

-light has come into the world through Jesus Christ; light in this context means hope, it means life, it means purpose and meaning and clarity
-the opposite of light is darkness, a void in man’s spirit, a hopelessness deep in the core of man’s being, not merely in this life, but in the life to come
-he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God…; humble yourself before the Living God
-He already knows every secret thing about your life; He is waiting for you to simply acknowledge your sin, to admit that you need a Savior

-many will not choose to do this; they think that they can work themselves out of their sin-soaked situation
-but before God there is not one thing that can be done to rid themselves of the sentence of death because of their sin: only by believing on the One He has provided can there be salvation
-have you taken the Greatest Present of All and opened it? have you believed on, trusted in and relied upon Jesus alone for your salvation?
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