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“SEVENTY SEVENS ARE DETERMINED...”

Daniel 9

INTRODUCTION:

-today we celebrate the day our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ entered the city of Jerusalem as King of the Jews, the promised Messiah

-it is called Palm Sunday because as He rode on the previously unridden donkey colt, the disciples laid palm branches on the road ahead of Him

-this was what was done to any monarch approaching a city; it would lessen the dust and fill in any depressions in the road making the journey as smooth as possible

-it was also a sign of submission of the subjects and an honorable greeting and welcome

-the crowds cried out, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”

-this was taken from Psalm 118

Luke 19:28-44
28 When He had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 30 saying, "Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here.  31 And if anyone asks you, 'Why are you loosing it?' thus you shall say to him, 'Because the Lord has need of it.'" 

32 So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them. 33 But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, "Why are you loosing the colt?" 

34 And they said, "The Lord has need of him." 35 Then they brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. 36 And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. 

37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 38 saying: "'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!' Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

39 And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 

40 But He answered and said to them, "I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out." 

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side,  44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." NKJV

-notice what Jesus said in v. 42, “...If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”
-that day had been clearly presented to the Jewish nation through Daniel, one of their most revered prophets; we can read it for ourselves in the book of Daniel ch. 9

-my prayer is that if you have not come to saving faith in the promised, revealed Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, today will be that day

-let’s turn now over to the book of Daniel and see this amazing, accurate prophecy giving the exact day of the Messiah’s revelation to the nation of Israel and to the world

-pray

I.
DANIEL’S PRAYER VV. 1-19


A.
Reading the Scriptures

-Daniel was a man of the Word, a man who was aware of the times in which he lived, and a man of worship and prayer

-he was in his mid to late 80’s by this time, having served in the government of Babylon most of his adult years

-now the Medo-Persian Empire was in power; he knew that the days of chastening upon the Jewish nation had been fulfilled according to Jeremiah the prophet

-so he seeks to understand what was next on the Lord’s calendar

-do you know that the Bible gives clear indication of the times just before the return of the Lord Jesus from heaven?

-it is a time referred to as ‘the last days’ or ‘the last time’ which began with the entry of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem on that Palm Sunday

-it culminates with His return into the city of Jerusalem at His second coming


B.
Rehearsing God’s Faithfulness

-as Daniel prays he first rehearses God’s faithfulness all during Israel’s history, especially in the face of Israel’s waywardness and iniquity

-this always should be the first phase of our prayers to the Lord

-it is for our sakes that we might remember our acceptance and approval before Him is based upon His nature, not our goodness


C.
Repenting of Personal and National Sins

-all throughout this prayer there is the confession of transgressions, iniquities and sins; he includes not only the national sins, but his personal sins

-if God was closing off the time of chastening upon the nation, it was time to clear the record and proclaim the faithfulness and justice of the God of Israel

-it would be a good practice today to make that same proclamation to the Lord, especially after we have gone through a period of chastisement

-I will be putting up a file on our website that covers this prayer of Daniel’s into greater detail; it was from a sermon I did almost ten years ago

II.
DANIEL’S PROPHECY (VV. 20-27)


A.
THE BROAD UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMING YEARS V. 24


1.
The Summary of the Number of Years Left for Israel v. 24a



a.  The Time of the Remaining Years
-"Seventy weeks are (yet) determined...

-remember, Daniel offered this prayer because the judgment for the nation’s sins had come

-if weeks of days are meant (as we would normally count them), this would have put the revealed Messiah at just over one year later from the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem

-this is not possible in review of the context of the entire section 

-what other Scriptural and linguistic basis would we have for seeing this term week as being other than a week of days?

-first of all, the Hebrew word for weeks as its used here, has a much broader application than just days; it includes the meaning of “a week of years” or “a period of seven years”

-this would make the prophecy state that “seventy sevens” or “seventy seven-year periods” are determined for the people of Israel; in Hebrew the word translated as “weeks” is the plural form of the word “shabua”, which literally means a week of years; much like our English word ‘decade’ means ten years

-secondly, in both the book of Numbers and the book of Ezekiel there are precedents that God uses, revealing a formula of one day equaling one year in a judgment context 

-In Numbers, the 40 day land exploration=40 years of wilderness wanderings; and in Ezekiel, we read of the day-for-a-year symbol of Ezekiel lying on his side to represent the judgment being upon His nation of Israel

-therefore, this seventy week time period would equal seventy times seven-year periods, or 490 years before it is all finished and wrapped up concerning Daniel’s people and Daniel’s holy city of Jerusalem

b.  The Target of the Remaining Years
 -...For your people and for your holy city,: 

this is so important to understand; Daniel centers around God’s plan for Israel, not for the Gentiles


2.
The Six-Fold Purpose of these Remaining Years v. 24b


a.  To finish the transgression,

-the root word for transgression means “to rebel” with a definite article in front of it, making it refer to a particular rebellion of Daniel’s people

b.  To make an end of sins,

-what one offering would bring an end to sins and the sin-offerings that Israel was constantly bringing every year?

-by bringing in judgment that would be a consummating of the sentence against their sins (a 70 year captivity wouldn’t purge them of their sins; you can’t work off your sins before God by merely being chastened)

c.  To make reconciliation for iniquity,

-the focus here is the word reconciliation, which is the Heb. word “Kophar”- cover; their would have to be a sacrifice that would truly reconcile man to God

-as we’ll see the only example of anything being cut off in this text was the Messiah Himself!

d.  To bring in everlasting righteousness,

-everlasting righteousness: the trouble of leaving this in the hands of man is that man dies, and the next one is a throw of the dice whether he will be righteous or wicked

-therefore the Messiah must be eternal and righteous to fulfill this prophecy

e.  To seal up vision and prophecy,

-there would be an end or a fulfillment of all that was prophesied and therefore there would be no further looking for a fulfillment in the future beyond the seventy seven-year periods

f.  And to anoint the Most Holy. 

-the most holy is usually a reference to the temple, specifically to the Holy of Holies; but Jesus Himself said in John 2:19-21

John 2:19-21
19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple (naos), and in three days I will raise it up." 20 Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. NKJV


B.
THE BREAKDOWN OF THE SEVENTY “WEEKS” (V. 25-27)


1.
The Starting of the Time Clock v. 25a

a.  25 Know therefore and understand,...; God wanted this to be understood and known
b.  That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem :

“In the second chapter of Nehemiah it states: ‘In the month of Nissan, in the twentieth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took wine and gave it to the king.  Now I had never been sad in his presence before.  Therefore, the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick?”’  Nehemiah went on to explain that he was sad because he had heard a report that the city of his people, Jerusalem, was still desolate.  He requested that he be allowed to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the city.  King Artaxerxes granted his wish on the spot.”

“The 1990 edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica states that Artaxerxes Longimanus ascended to the throne of the Medo-Persian empire in July 465 BCE.  By Hebrew tradition, when the day of the month is not specifically stated, it is given to be the first day of that month.  so, the day of the decree by Artaxerxes was the first day of the Hebrew month Nisan 445 BCE.  The first day of Nisan in 445 BCE corresponds to the 14th day of March.  This was verified by astronomical calculations at the British Royal Observatory and reported by Sir Robert Anderson.”


2.
The Sign to Look For v. 25b

-Until Messiah the Prince,: this enabled them to be able to identify their Messiah


3.
The Separation of the Sixty-Nine “Weeks” v. 25c-26a

a.  ...There shall be seven weeks (49 yrs.) 

b.  ...and sixty-two weeks; (434) + (49) = (483) 

c.  The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times. (49 yrs.)

d.  26 And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 

-so what we have is 69 weeks of years or 483 yrs. after the command to restore and build Jerusalem; then we will see Israel’s Messiah

-beginning with the 14th day of March as we’ve noted before, we count forward 483 yrs; at that time in history most of the known calendars were set up on a 360 day cycle, making the 483 yrs. to equal 173,880 days

-if we take into account the leap years during this time frame (116 days), and the fact that there is no year zero, our 173,880 days brings us to the date of April 6, 32 CE; again this date was verified by the British Royal Observatory

-Now, April 6, 32 CE was a Sunday; and it corresponds to the day Jesus of Nazareth rode into Jerusalem on a donkey proclaiming Himself as Israel’s Messiah (Palm Sunday)

-then we read in this verse that the Messiah shall be cut off: this word cut off in Hebrew means “to punish with death by piercings”; it is also the word used for covenant (karath)

-during communion this morning, remember what Jesus gained for you, through the new covenant in His blood


4.
The Slaughter of the City and Sanctuary v. 26b

-And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 

-the people of the prince who is to come refers to the armies of the Roman Caesar

-in the year 70 CE ten legions of Roman soldiers under the Roman general Titus Vespasian destroyed the city of Jerusalem and the Second Temple

-Josephus, the Jewish historian at the time of this destruction, records in dramatic fashion how the city was burned to the ground and millions of Jews were killed, cannibalized or starved to death

-Jesus warned of this during His Palm Sunday proclamation:

Luke 19:41-44

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." 

-do you know the time of your visitation? there is a judgment coming upon sin from heaven; and it will fall upon all those who haven’t come under the blood of the Lamb of God by faith in His work


5.
The Securing of a Covenant with Israel v. 27a

-27Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 

-But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 

-there is still that final week of the seventy weeks originally mentioned

-this would equal a seven year period

-this cannot apply to the seven years after 32 CE, because it doesn’t fit into the historical setting; the temple sacrifices weren’t stopped in 36 or 39 CE

-but many Bible scholars see a future fulfillment in a time just before the return of the Messiah to this earth

-it is a time when Israel will again be a nation--a time when the Temple will be rebuilt

-the pronoun “he” in this verse is a reference to the coming world ruler, whom the Bible terms the Anti-Christ in 1 John-- a man who will be empowered by Satan himself--a man who will rule over a one world government based in the Mediterranean area

-it will be this man who makes a covenant with many (Israel) for one week; this is the final seven years of the seventy weeks

-and half way into this seven year period, he shall forcibly stop the sacrifices in the temple; 

2 Thess 2:3-12

3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 


6.
The Settling  of the Time Clock v. 27b

-And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 

-...Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 

-as we have just read in 2 Thes., this setting up of an image in the temple of God was the abomination that defiled the temple, making it desolate

-this ushers in three and a half years of the most cataclysmic judgments from the throne of God upon this earth in the history of man--recorded in the book of Revelation

-God wanted Daniel to know and understand this

-God wanted Daniel’s people to know and understand this

-God wants you and I to know and understand this

-Jesus is the promised Messiah

-He died on the cross of Calvary, not for His crimes or sins, but for yours and mine

-All who put their faith and trust in Jesus and His death for them will be forgiven of all their sin
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