03-27-05 Easter Sunday
“The Risen Lord is Coming Back!”

Acts 1:1-11

Introduction:
-today we celebrate an event that took place almost 2000 yrs. ago; the Messiah of Israel, Jesus of Nazareth, suffered under the hands of both the Jewish leaders and the Roman authorities

-He was crucified under Roman law illegally, and died within six hours; normally the process of death from crucifixion would take not hours, but days

-but this Messiah Jesus rose from the dead on the third day; and He was raised, not in a resuscitated physical body, but in a glorified spiritual body 
-no other religious leader in the history of man has ever risen from the dead to remain alive in a glorified body as Jesus has; and since He has never died again, He is just as alive as He was on that resurrection morning!
-it is no mistake that His resurrection is the proof that all of His claims were absolutely correct; over 300 prophecies from the Scriptures were fulfilled by His life, His death, and His resurrection

-Jesus said very clearly:

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  NKJV
-we usually hear sermons on this day reminding us of the gospel accounts of the resurrection; but did you know that when Jesus ascended up into heaven 40 days after His resurrection, it was announced that He would return to this earth in the exact same way He ascended?
-the resurrection of Messiah Jesus from the dead has eternal implications for all of us, whether you believe in Him or not; for there is coming a day when this same Jesus will return to rule and reign over all the earth from Jerusalem
-read Acts 1:1-11; pray
I.
Concrete Proofs of His Resurrection vv. 1-8
A.
The Presentation vv. 1-2a
-the Book of Acts was written by the physician Luke, a believer in Jesus as Messiah; it is believed that Dr. Luke compiled this record in 63-64AD
-we also know that Dr. Luke penned the “former account”—the gospel of Luke
-although he didn’t personally have direct contact with Jesus while His ministry was being carried out on earth; it is believed by most Bible commentators that Dr. Luke gathered much personal information for his gospel account from the believers there in Israel during the two years that Paul the Apostle was imprisoned in Caesarea
Luke 1:1-4

1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed. NKJV

-the book of Acts was written to that same Theophilus; but it was circulated among all the believers, being a very clear account of the beginnings of the church there in Jerusalem, as well as showing the outflow of the gospel message mainly through the Apostle Paul

B.
The Proofs of the Resurrected Christ vv. 2b-3
-during those 40 days after His resurrection, Jesus spent much time with His disciples
-the purposes of these appearances were to strengthen their faith, to instruct them as to the prophecies of the Scriptures concerning Himself, and to prepare them for future ministry through the Baptism with the Holy Spirit
-v. 3: many infallible proofs…Scripture records 13 of those infallible proofs; these proofs support the truth that He was indeed alive after His suffering (Passion)
1.  appearing to Mary Magdalene the morning of His resurrection
2.  appearing to the women who were running back from the tomb to tell the disciples

3.  He appeared to Peter separately
4.  He appeared to the two on the road to Emmaus
5.  He appeared to the eleven disciples the evening of His resurrection

6.  He was seen by over 500 brethren at once (1 Cor. 15:6)

7.  He was seen by James, the Lord’s half-brother (1 Cor. 15:7)

8.  He was seen by several of the apostles at the Sea of Galilee

9.  He was seen by all the apostles (1 Cor. 15:7)
10.  He ate with them
11.  He breathed upon them to receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
12.  He showed them His nail-scarred hands and the sword-scarred side
13.  He ascended up into heaven in their sight
-those 40 days before His ascension must have been so exciting for the disciples 
C.
The Promise of the Father vv. 4-8
-it was at the end of this 40 day period that Jesus gave His disciples explicit instructions regarding the coming Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
-they were to stay in Jerusalem, not in Galilee; would it not have been a natural thing for them to head back home, where most of them were from?

-why stay in Jerusalem? because they were to begin building the Kingdom of God spiritually right there in the heart of the Jewish nation
-they were to wait for the Promise of the Father; but they had no idea what that would be like or when it would take place; they were just to wait until “not many days from now”
-the disciples were still thinking that the restoration of the nation of Israel was at hand, according to the prophecies regarding the role of the Messiah
-was this “Promise of the Father” the fulfillment of this restoration? they asked, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
-the risen Lord and Savior deals with them in compassion and love
-instead of a frustrated, “Don’t you guys get it yet?”, He tells them in v. 7 and 8: “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

-in other words, “Walk within the enablement that I will give to you; and do what I set before you to do; leave the details as to the times or seasons of My reign over the earth to the Father; don’t let that distract you from what I set before you.”

-the disciples had tasted a little of this enabling power when Jesus sent them out two by two; they were to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons, preach the gospel
-but this coming “power of the Holy Spirit upon them” would be as a continual anointing to enable them to be bold in their testimony of who the Lord Jesus was and what He had come to do
-and there would be signs following supporting the veracity of those words
II.
Coming Again to Reign Over the Earth vv. 9-11
A.
The Ascension into Heaven v. 9
-it appears from v. 9 that what was mentioned to the disciples in vv. 4-8 was spoken just before He ascended up into heaven; it would then be His parting words
-a cloud received Him out of their sight… I believe this was the Lord’s way of helping them to not focus on His visible presence, but to now trust in His words

-Mark’s gospel tells us

Mark 16:19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. NKJV

-Luke’s gospel tells us:
Luke 24:50-51
50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 

51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. NKJV 

B.
The Announcement of His Return vv. 10-11
-they looked steadfastly toward heaven… the picture in the Greek language here is that of an intense gaze, when one is deeply interested and wishes to see clearly and distinctly
-the disciples were not allowed to see Jesus rise up from the dead, but He would be visibly with them after He rose from the dead
-they were allowed to see Him rise up into heaven, but He would not be visible to them again until He came back to the earth to rule and reign

-Men of Galilee…here was a reminder to them of their humble beginnings with Jesus; and yet there was going to be such power in just a few days
-the words of these two angelic beings were encouragements to the disciples that they would not miss His return by lack of observation
-they were instead to get to work obeying the instructions the Lord had just given them

-when you read this last verse, and take it for what it says, you can only come to the conclusion that This same Jesus,/ who was taken up from you into heaven,/ will so come in like manner/ as you saw Him go into heaven."
-this is called THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST; if you take the resurrection accounts as literal, you must also take this statement as literal

-the second coming of Christ is the Lord Jesus coming back to this earth WITH His church; but seven years before this event, the Lord Jesus will call His church to Himself in the clouds to meet Him in the air (1 Thes. 4); this is called the rapture of the church
-the rapture of the church is when the Lord Jesus comes FOR His church
-the second coming of Christ is when Jesus comes back WITH His church to this earth to rule and reign over the earth 
-the prophet Daniel speaks of Jesus’ second coming when He returns to rule and reign:
Dan 7:13-14

13 "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 

14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed. NKJV
-we believe that the Bible gives to us an accurate record of the words and events of Jesus and His Apostles

-and we have placed faith in the fact that if we believe in Christ’s sacrifice for our sins, we will be forgiven now; we also believe that the Holy Spirit of God will come into us and make His home there and cause us to personally get to know the Father and the Son

John 14:21,23
21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him."  NKJV

23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.  

John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  NKJV

-you know, it is one thing to be a scholar on an historical figure, knowing his birth, life, mannerisms, famous sayings, difficulties, and the way he died

-it is quite another things altogether to actually have personally known the man; and not only so, but for him to know you, and to recognize you in a room of strangers, to call you out by name, and to enjoy your company

-this is what real Christianity is all about; it is more than head-knowledge; it is heart-knowledge; do you know God personally? you can, because He has made that available through your faith in Christ Jesus
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