06-18-06 Father’s Day
“Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother”

Ephesians 6:1-4

Introduction:
-almost 300 million people live in the United States today; the average age in our country is 36; a baby born today has a life expectancy of 75 yrs. for a male or 80 yrs. for a female
-out of these 300 million people, there are an estimated 66.3 million fathers (22%), according to the Census Bureau. Of those, 26.4 million (40%) are married and raising kids ages 17 and under, and an additional 2.3 million (9%) are single dads of dependent children. 

-Fathers in dual-income households spent 2.7 hours a day caring for and doing things with their children in 2002, up from 1.9 hours a day in 1977, according to the Families and Work Institute. At the same time, the average number of hours fathers work increased to 51.3 hours from 46.7 hours.
-The idea for creating a day for children to honor their fathers began in Spokane, Washington. A woman by the name of Sonora Smart Dodd thought of the idea for Father's Day while listening to a Mother's Day sermon in 1909. 
-Having been raised by her father, William Jackson Smart, after her mother died, Sonora wanted her father to know how special he was to her. It was her father that made all the parental sacrifices and was, in the eyes of his daughter, a courageous, selfless, and loving man. Sonora's father was born in June, so she chose to hold the first Father's Day celebration in Spokane, Washington on the 19th of June, 1910. 
-In 1926, a National Father's Day Committee was formed in New York City. Father's Day was recognized by a Joint Resolution of Congress in 1956. In 1972, President Richard Nixon established a permanent national observance of Father's Day to be held on the third Sunday of June. So Father's Day was born in memory and gratitude by a daughter who thought that her father and all good fathers should be honored with a special day just like we honor our mothers on Mother's Day. 

-the first father was Adam; his first son was Cain…not a good start; but he got better at it with Abel and then with Seth
-since God is the One who established marriage and family, it is good to look to Scripture to find counsel from which to learn

-the overriding theme throughout Scripture centers around loving God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength; and loving your neighbor as yourself

-honoring your parents is part of that “loving your neighbor as yourself” part, and is foundational to any family; and when honor and trust break down through sin in either the child or the parent, the family structure begins to disintegrate

-when my wife and I were raising our three sons, disrespect and dishonor were the offenses that brought the most severe chastenings
-it was one thing to break a plastic model car of another brother; but disrespecting him and tearing down his character with malicious words brought down real trouble; we would have “house meetings” every Sunday night to clear the air so we could have a fresh start for the week
-this morning we are going to look at counsel that the Apostle Paul gave to the church in the city of Ephesus; as Paul was counseling the believers in that city regarding how they were to live out their faith in their situation of life, he comes to children and parents; it is from here that we take our text

-read Eph. 6:1-4; pray

I.
The Counsel to Children of All Ages vv. 1-3

A.
The Command v. 1
-the first three chapters of Ephesians center on God’s work in our behalf, and the second three chapters center on our response to that work
-since our text is located in the second half of the book, we need to remember the verses and chapters that were leading up the text

-in chapter four we read of the call to unity among believers in Christ; and yet there is an individual responsibility to bless the body of Christ with our giftings  
-we are exhorted to put off the old man with his deeds, and “put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness”
-in ch. 5, we are given further details as to the particular behaviors and attitudes of the Christian life, being filled continually with the Holy Spirit and letting His power flow through our lives

-it is only after laying that foundation of the individual walk in Christ that Paul begins to give general counsel regarding the particular situations in life which that  believer might find himself

-he begins with marriage—the wife, then the husband; the counsel centers on these basics: wives respecting their husbands, husbands loving their wives

-then Paul addresses the children and the fathers; so the command that comes forth to the children: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
-it must be understood that this counsel is a general parameter, and doesn’t address every possible life situation a child might encounter
-when the details are not mentioned, then you back up to the overall counsel of living the Spirit-filled life

-obedience begins first of all outwardly; God has set parents over children for their protection, provision, and promotion

-and who are children to obey? their parents; this naturally extends over to teachers and those in authority over them depending upon the current circumstances
-Children, obey your parents in the Lord…; “in the Lord” is connected in the Greek with the word obey; i.e.: obey…in the Lord
-based upon the previous counsels to wives and husbands, and the following counsel to servants and masters, “in the Lord” means “as unto the Lord”

-obviously, the counsel to the children is given to those who can read and understand; they are old enough to be comprehending the basics of a life in the Spirit

-they should see that God has set their parents over them for their general good; and they are to obey the restrictions, disciplines, and demands put upon them

-the only case for non-compliance is when the parents demand actions to be done that would violate the child’s conscience toward God or the specific word of God

-and even in those cases, there must be an overriding attitude of honor toward the parents, appealing to them, seeking to reason with them as best as possible

-for this is right…; rather than seeking for reasons not to obey your parents, it is just the opposite; especially since obedience as unto the Lord brings eternal rewards
B.
The Cause v. 2
-Paul draws upon a couple of Scriptures from the Old Testament upon which to base his counsel; the fifth commandment of the Ten Commandments is found in Exodus
Exodus 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. NKJV
-this commandment is reiterated to the second generation of Israelites in Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy 5:16 'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you. NKJV

-the first four of the Ten Commandments center on our direct relationship to the Lord; the second six center on our direct relationship to our fellow man
-but the fifth commandment is the hinge point of the two parts; it goes from honor and respect to the Lord to honor and respect of the ones God has place over you

-this is the first step in loving your neighbor; and the Lord purposely places a promise with it to emphasize its importance for the future

-children do not yet understand the ramifications of how their current choices will affect their future; this is where the parents are to step in and train them

-when children are young, their understanding is limited and their obedience is a combinations of love, of outward trust, and inward fear of chastening

-as children grow into adolescence, they begin to reason out their life and ask questions, and even challenge why a rule or discipline needs to be there

-parents are not to see this at first as a dishonorable thing; they are just trying to process life and develop their own convictions

-that being said, they still haven’t developed a complete understanding of the ramifications of certain attitudes, associations with friends, and actions that may mar their future unchangeably

-but children are to understand that the Lord has placed parents over them for their future benefit…the first commandment with promise

Prov 23:22-26

22 Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old. 23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and understanding. 24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, And he who begets a wise child will delight in him. 25 Let your father and your mother be glad, And let her who bore you rejoice. 26 My son, give me your heart, And let your eyes observe my ways. NKJV

C.
The Completion v. 3
-this is drawn from Deuteronomy 5:16; when a parent gives a command to a child, it is generally for their well-being
-a child may think that the cul-de-sac in front of their house is perfect to play baseball; there are never any cars that come by, and nobody is interrupting the game
-but there is the potential danger of damaging property in the neighborhood; the kids don’t yet understand the potential; all they see is that you are limiting their fun 
-you are a parent first, a friend second; parenting means that occasionally your child won’t see you as a friend for a while; and that is the risk you must take

-you are parenting with their future in mind; yes, some of your commands center on what makes life easier for you; but ultimately it must center on their character development for the future

II.
The Counsel to Fathers of All Ages v. 4

A.
The Command v. 4a
-now this is the other side of things; notice that mothers are not addressed here; they are naturally nurturing with their children, unless sin has so warped the character of the mother that she has lost that innate quality
-discipline of children must be a team effort; the husband and the wife must have a strategy in place so that the child doesn’t play one against the other

-generally, it seems that the fathers are more strict disciplinarians than mothers; that being the case, it is important that fathers guard their emotions and actions when disciplining and correcting their children

-sometimes men just do not know how scary they can be to a small child
-first of all, you as a dad are ten feet tall to the child; secondly, your voice is much louder naturally, and when you get amp-ed up because your emotions are raised, to the child you have set your volume at 10!
-what does it mean to provoke our children to wrath? it means that you so frustrate your child by overbearing and demeaning remarks and demands that they become resentful, then bitter against you

-this turns into hatred and evokes more rebellion, not only against you as a parent, but against all future authority figures; it really destroys their future productivity when they go out into the world to interact with employers, authorities, and in-laws

-so, how do we provoke our children to wrath? when we use yelling, demeaning words of character assassinations, or lecturing non-stop for twenty minutes at a time

-we as fathers can talk circles around our kids; we can usually win any debate because we have all the tools to win

-but then the kids have their own weapon: shutting off the volume in their minds; they learn to tune you out and then shake their head as if they are understanding every word—so that you will end your diatribe

-or if you use abusive words to demean them and make them feel small, this will lead to much trouble for them later on 

-they will have these words rolling around in their minds when they fail at certain tasks, and the enemy of our souls will use it to beat them down and destroy their confidence
-and if physical or sexual abuse occurs, there is the obvious repercussion of the damage that you have caused that may never be completely put aside in their lives, even as born-again believers in Christ

-fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath…; how do you change? acknowledge your sin before the Lord, ask forgiveness of your spouse and kids, and ask the Lord for the fullness of the Holy Spirit to control your life from the inside out

B.
The Correction v. 4b
-Paul not only gives counsel on what NOT to do, he gives a direction for the fathers: bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
-training involves time, communication, and personal involvement; there must be a strategy in place before training can begin, or it is just a lot of effort with no goal

-it is a bit scary to realize that no matter what method you take—whether to be lax and permissive in raising your children, or if you take the time to really invest in your child—not matter what method you take, you ARE training your child

-the verse here speaks of the training of the Lord; and the role model is how God deals with us as His children; how does He train us? how does He discipline us? how does He love us? how deep is His mercy, and compassion, and grace, and truth, and patience?

-all that we need as fathers—godly fathers—is found in a personal life that is committed to walking closely with the Lord

-the power of the Spirit of God is able to supply all that you need; if your earthly father was just the most cruel man on earth, you can still learn to be a good, godly father with the help of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God

-you can break that chain of dysfunction and let your son or daughter live out a healthy balanced life that will bless all who come into contact with them

-what is this admonition of the Lord? it has to do with the need to reprove, rebuke and exhort when the behavior or attitude is sinful; isn’t that what He does with us?
-the Lord sets boundaries upon our life through His word; and when we go outside of those boundaries in the name of independence and rights, we will be brought into chastening by a loving, Heavenly Father

-when our children rebel against our command, there is a need to consistently bring admonition according to the degree of disobedience; and if the disobedience continues, then the degree of chastening is to be more severe

-I realize that there are a myriad of life situations that I have not addressed that you may be living through right now; but these general principles will carry you a long way to a healthy, loving, and productive family that will bless future generations
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