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“Iran, Israel, and the Middle East”

Ezekiel 36-39

Introduction:
-January 1—that one day of the year that brings to mind resolutions, fresh beginnings, and in my case, another precious anniversary to my lovely wife, Jeanne
-as I look at the coming year I consider what events may take place  in the world during these next 12 months that are found in the Bible—prophecies spoken thousands of years ago

-as a Christian, I believe that the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit; it contains hundreds of prophecies concerning events that would take place at a later time than when spoken

-over 300 of those prophecies from the Old Testament were fulfilled by the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, whom we believe is the Messiah of Israel
-but there are other prophecies yet to be fulfilled; they center largely around lands of the Middle East, and how they will affect the other nations of the world; Israel is at the heart of these events

-but there is another nation to watch this year: the Islamic Republic of Iran; as we will see this morning, Iran will eventually be one of the main leaders in a multi-national alliance of Islamic nations, headed by Russia, to come against the land of Israel
-and with the recent statements of Iran’s new president calling for the extermination of Israel, together with the escalating development of Iran’s nuclear enrichment plants for the purpose of developing nuclear weapons, it gives one pause to consider how close we really are to the end

-so what does the Bible have to say about these things? about Israel, about Iran, and about our own country in these days? 
-let’s find out of few of those things this morning; it will be necessary to go into a bit of history of these nations first before we look into the book of Ezekiel and see the prophetic picture of what will take place in the latter days
-pray

I.
The People of Israel: A Continual Identity
-even though the Jewish people were scattered among the nations of the world after the Romans conquered Jerusalem in 70 AD, they retained their identity as a separate people 
-and the Bible gives prophetic reference that there would come a time in the last days when they would be regathered and established one last time as the nation of Israel

-sure enough, after all these years, the Jews began returning to their land at the end of the 19th C.
-after World War II, in May of 1948, the United Nations declared Israel a viable state in its own right 

-but Jerusalem was a divided city at that time; the Arabs controlled the eastern half and the Jews lived in the western half; conflicts were a daily occurrence 
-then in June of 1967 the Arab nations, led by Syria, Jordan, and Egypt, made a surprise coordinated move against Israel from all sides supposing to drive them out of territories they believed belonged to the Arab peoples

-the Israeli army fought back with a pre-emptive attack; it had such force and cunning that they took control of all lands north up to the border of the city of Damascus, took control of Samaria from Jordan, and they drove so far south that they controlled the Sinai peninsula up to the Suez

-they also took control of the entire city of Jerusalem for the first time since the fall of Jerusalem
-Jesus said in Luke 21:
Luke 21:24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  NKJV

-we believe that it was in June of 1967 that this prophecy of Christ Jesus in Luke 21 was fulfilled; no longer did Gentiles (and this includes the Arab peoples) control the city of Jerusalem

-it was only after the heads of Israel agreed to a cease fire that Israel backed away to the Golan Heights, and to the northwestern border of the Sinai Peninsula; they also chose to give the Arabs the right to control the Temple Mount, the third holiest site for Moslems; this was done as a gesture that Israel sought peaceful co-existence with the Arabs
-but there has been hostility and hatred against Israel from all of the Arab nations all through these yrs.
-was all this hatred because they occupied the West Bank and Gaza? no; it was going on before 1967  
-in 1964 the Palestinian refugees drew up a charter for their people; included in this charter was a call for Israel’s complete destruction, a section that has never been removed or changed by the way
-the propaganda mechanics of the Palestinian people, together with other Islamic nations are changing the world’s view of what really took place in history

-today those who are called the Palestinians were originally refugees who lived in Jordan; they were not Jordaneze, they were Arabs from various ethnic backgrounds; Jordan kicked them out and sent them across the Jordan River to the desolate area once known as Israel

-the area of Israel was never their original homeland; but if you tell a lie long enough and with such deep conviction and emotion, eventually more and more people will come to believe you

-and now the nations of the world are seeing Israel as the aggressor, as the oppressor, and are calling for a Palestinian state within the boundaries of Israel

-and the Palestinian people are pushing the UN to bring sanctions against Israel on a regular basis; and given the fact that 30% of the member nations are Islamic, Israel is constantly being accused of human rights violations, especially against the Palestinian peoples

-but no matter how Israel seeks for a peaceful resolution to these conflicts, the basic agenda of the Palestinians is still the same: the removal of the Israel from the entire land

-and the only world power that is supportive of Israel at this moment is the US; and I believe this will change in the near future, to our demise as a country
II.
The Land of Israel: Once a Wasteland, Now a Wealth (36:1-15)
-what we see today throughout the land of Israel—a land that is productive, a land that is flourishing—is not the way it was before the Jews arrived at the end of the 19th C; all through the centuries after the Jews were exiled throughout the world, the land turned desolate

-in 1867, Mark Twain wrote in his book “The Innocents Abroad” his own observations of the land:

It is a desolate country, whose soil is rich enough, but is given over wholly to weeds; a silent mournful expanse, a desolation is here that not even imagination can grace with a pomp of life and action. We never saw a human being on the whole route. There was hardly a tree or a shrub anywhere. Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of worthless soil, had almost deserted the country”

-at the end of the 19th Century the Zionist movement began to settle in that desolate land; and little by little the land began to respond to the efforts of these Jewish people

-now it is one of the most fruitful places in all the Middle East, being a major exporter of fruits to all of Europe; what happened here? was it merely coincidence?

-ch. 36 of Ezekiel gives prophecy that this would take place: read vv. 1-15

-the second half of ch. 36 and all of ch. 37 speak of the people of Israel coming alive spiritually after the land had come alive physically; but as of right now, Israel as a nation has not acknowledged Jesus as their Messiah; the majority of Jewish people in Israel are professed atheists

-I believe the heart of Israel will be turned to the Lord during the Tribulation Period, that seven year period wherein God will pour out His Spirit one last time to call Israel back to repentance and to acknowledge their Messiah; this is mentioned in the books of Zechariah, Daniel, Romans, and Revelation 

III.
The Nation of Iran: a Leader Among the Islamic Nations Against Israel

-the nation of Iran is located east of the Euphrates River and has as its eastern border Pakistan and Afghanistan; it originally was inhabited by Elam, the son of Shem, the son of Noah; Elam is spoken of throughout Old Testament Scripture; it was centered at the delta of the Persian Gulf
-later in history we read about the Medes and the Persians in this same area, who grew to power and eventually conquered the Babylonian Empire in the 6th C. BC; the Persians were beneficent toward the Jews and were used by the Lord to provide protection and resources for them to return to Judah and rebuild their temple and the city of Jerusalem
-even in the days of the Roman Empire, the Parthians were a people located in this region of Persia; and they were a constant threat on the eastern side of the Roman Empire

-this area, about the size of Alaska, was called Persia up until 1937; and in 1979, after the ruling monarchy of Iran was overthrown and the Shah was forced into exile, the country was named the Islamic Republic of Iran

-the system of government since then is a theocratic system under Islamic codes, with ultimate political authority nominally vested in a learned religious scholar who is the Chief of State 
-under him is the President AHMADI-NEJAD, recently voted in for a four year term; he is a devout Shiite Muslim 

-he has said publicly that the main mission of the Islamic Revolution was to pave the way for the reappearance of one called the 12th Imam, the one with the sword; one of his first acts was to dedicate 17 million dollars of government funds to the shrine in the mosque wherein is the well from where this warring Imam will emerge within two years
-is Iran in a current position to be one of the main leaders in the confederation of Islamic nations resourced by Russian equipment, weaponry, and intelligence? YES

-this President of Iran has publicly called for the extermination of Israel, or at least a sending them back to Europe; he also denies that the Holocaust ever happened; and at the beginning of March the International Atomic Energy Agency will present their report on Iran, and their resistance to inspectors examining their nuclear activities
-Israel has given orders to its military to launch a pre-emptive strike at the end of March against all the known enrichment facilities if the security council of the UN doesn’t step in
-on top of all this, Russia in early December signed an estimated $1 billion contract to sell Iran advanced systems capable of destroying guided missiles and laser-guided bombs from aircraft.

-now let’s look at what the Lord spoke through Ezekiel concerning events in the latter days that would involve Iran, Russia, and Israel
IV.
The Multi-National Invasion of Israel 38:1-17

A.
The Makeup Of The Invasion (v. 1-9)

-v. 2 tells us that Magog is the main guardian nation of this untied front

-we know that Jerome, one of the early church fathers of the late 4th C., declared that Magog was located north of the Caucasus Mtns., near the Caspian Sea

-also the Jewish historian, Josephus, along with other Greek writers associated the name Magog with the Scythians, who lived near the Black Sea from the Caucasus around to the Danube River

-because of these factors and the migrating of tribes to the northern regions, many Bible scholars consider Magog to be the modern day country of Russia

-v. 2,3 speaks of “Gog” as the prince or king over Magog – a title like “Pharaoh”

- Gog is noted to rule over the provinces of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal  

-Rosh is either a Heb. word meaning chief leader, or an early rendition for “Russia” 

-Meshech: the Classical Greek writers called the people of Meshech the “Moschoi”, and Assyrian records referred them as the “Muski”; this group settled in the area of Armenia, “where the borders of Russia, Iran and Turkey converge.”

-some Bible scholars see this group as the origin of the name given to the capital of Russia: Moscow; it is interesting that Moscow lies almost due north of Jerusalem (Magog is spoken of as coming from the “far north” in v. 15)

-Tubal: these people were located in the central part of Turkey immediately west of Togarmah; some Bible scholars see the Eastern European town of Tbilisi in the Georgian state as coming from this tribal name

-v. 5 speaks of Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya being under the protection of Magog

-Persia: Persia is now the modern state of Iran; as we have already seen, it has openly declared its commitment to the annihilation of the Jewish State of Israel

-Ethiopia: Ethiopia back then occupied the area later known as Nubia and today is know as Sudan; Sudan, esp. northern Sudan, is dominated by an Islamic fundamentalist government that is using brutal means, including crucifixion of Christians to attempt to establish a pure Islamic State.

-Libya: this is the western neighbor of Egypt and is an Islamic nation today; it is strongly anti-West and anti-Israel, and Western intelligence has been informed that Libya has hired Eastern European and former Soviet military scientists to aid its development of military power.

-v. 6 speaks of Gomer and Togarmah from the far north as also being under Magog’s protection; the peoples of Gomer were also known as the Cimmerians and originally lived north of the Caucasus Mtns.; the people of Togarmah were identified by Josephus as the Phrygians, who settled in Cappadocia, now eastern Turkey

-these tribes began in the region of Turkey and then migrated further north into the very regions where the independent Islamic states of the former Soviet Union are located

-so, in essence what you have addressed here is the modern nation of Russia being a military guard over mostly Islamic nations, coming down in a united military front upon the recently regathered nation of Israel

-keep in mind that at no time ever in the history of the Middle East has this particular alliance of nations been gathered together, esp. against Israel

-but now in these days that Israel is once again a strong nation, we can see such a real possibility of the Islamic nations drawing Russia into a military conflict with Israel

-Russia gets involved, I believe, because of economic and political need; could it be that Israel will find a vast oil reserve beneath its land?

-it is interesting that anti-Semitism is on the rise in Russia today; some say that it is the worst it has ever been; and the Jewish refugees from Russia are flooding at this very moment into Israel

B.
The Motive For The Invasion (v. 10-17)

-vv. 10, 12 says that “thoughts will arise in your mind and you will make an evil plan”; they will come “to take plunder and to take booty, to stretch out your hand against the waste places that are again inhabited”

-v. 15 tells us, “Then you will come from your place out of the far north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a mighty army. (spoken of in terminology of the armament of the day)

-v. 9 says that they will come down “like a cloud, to cover the land”

-v. 13: other countries will challenge these actions verbally, but will not get involved

-Sheba and Dedan= Saudi Arabia; Tarshish= England; young lions= U.S., Canada, and Australia (those that descended from Western Europe)

-notice that no nation is standing along side Israel militarily; in v. 4 we are told that the Lord will be the only One who sovereignly brings them down: “I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and lead you out” and in v. 16, “I will bring you against My land 

-this terminology was used against the Assyrian army that came against Jerusalem:

2 Kings 19:28 Because your rage against Me and your tumult Have come up to My ears, Therefore I will put My hook in your nose And My bridle in your lips, And I will turn you back By the way which you came. 

-v. 8 speaks of Israel as “the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely.”

-v. 11 says that it is “a land of unwalled villages, a peaceful people who dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates”

-v. 12 calls it “the waste places that are again inhabited, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell in the midst of the land.”

V.
The Multi-National Judgment of These Nations 38:18-39:16
A.
How The Lord Will Be Hallowed In The Eyes Of The Nations (v. 18-23)
-V. 16 tells us “so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes.” 

-observe how the Lord gets their attention as we read through v. 18-23
-v. 23: “Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the LORD."

B.

The Lord To Bring Judgment Upon These Nations (39:1-8)

-a “forced” invasion from the Lord v. 2

-disable all their weaponry when they get to the mountains of Israel v. 3

-there will be an instantaneous death v. 4 

-v. 6 says that the Lord will send fire upon Magog and “on those who live in security in the coastlands” – a nuclear exchange?

-Then they shall know that I am the LORD

C.

The Lord’s People Will Take Seven Years To Clean Up (39:9-16 )

-comment as you read

-why is this important to know?
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