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“Losing a Father, Finding the Lord”

Isaiah 6:1-8

Introduction:
-Father’s Day was especially set aside to honor our father, which can include father’s of all types: grandfathers, leaders, mentors, teachers—those men who have impacted our lives for the good

-of course the Father in Heaven deserves the highest honor; God is a Father to the entire human race since He is their Creator, and all must give an account of their lives to Him when they die

-but God has made available a special relationship as intimate Father (Abba) by virtue of the covenant He has offered to us by grace through His only begotten Son, Jesus

-when we place our faith in His Son, Jesus, the Father brings us into a unique covenant with Him, and  God becomes our Father in a very special way

-whenever an earthly father lives in moral uprightness, he leaves behind a legacy of good; but when that father—that leader or mentor or teacher—follows after evil and wickedness and unrighteousness, he leaves behind him a path of destruction –destroyed and discouraged lives 

-such was the case for Isaiah the prophet here in our text; Uzziah had been a good king for the majority of his 68 yr. reign over Judah; he was 16 when he became king and he reigned for 52 yrs.

-but toward the end of his life, he became proud:

2 Chron 26:15-21

15 … So his fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped till he became strong.

16 But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.

17 So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him were eighty priests of the LORD -- valiant men.

18 And they withstood King Uzziah, and said to him, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the LORD God."

19 Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the incense altar.

20 And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he was leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the LORD had struck him.

21 King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an isolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. Then Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land.NKJV
-Jotham, his son, had to help him rule the kingdom in his last ten years

-the people of the kingdom outwardly enjoyed the benefits and privileges of Uzziah’s reign; he brought the nation into a very prosperous economic time

-but their hearts of the people were not turning to the Lord; they outwardly did whatever the king required, but secretly they worshipped idols  

-God began to speak through Isaiah the prophet to confront the people’s wicked lives; Isaiah pronounced nine woes upon the people in the first five chapters of his book

-but as Uzziah was growing weaker physically and approaching death, all hopes of a continued righteous leadership was waning

-although 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles mentions that his son, Jotham was a good king, “the people still acted corruptly”

-Isaiah was losing a righteous leader and father in Judah; but God was bringing Isaiah to find the real righteous King: the Lord of hosts Himself
-and may we also see this as we remember those who have lived righteous lives and are no longer with us, and those “father figures” who may be taken from us in the coming years

-read Isaiah 6:1-8; pray

I.
Caught Up to the Heavenly Throne Room vv. 1-4

A.
The Vision of the Savior v. 1 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

-Isaiah was brought from focusing on what the country was losing, to who and what was already in place in their behalf in heaven

-even though the people were straying from the Lord, King Uzziah was trying to seek the Lord; and now the king was dying; what would be the future for their nation?

-a righteous father in Judah was passing on; his legacy left the country very prosperous economically; but the populace as a whole were still seeking their own desires, and not the things of God

-it was within this mindset that Isaiah was brought in vision to the very throne room of the Lord

-this was not only a renewal of his calling to serve in the capacity of prophet for the Lord, it was to be an awakening to Him of who was really in charge of things concerning the nation

-In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord… sometimes God allows those outward, physical things we trust in to be removed from us, whether they be physical possessions or important people

-this allowance is not to harm us or to destroy us in any way; but it is that we might be brought to the reality of who is really in charge of life, and what He has in mind for us

-man will eventually fool us, fail us, or forget us; but God will never do so, even though it may seem like it at times

-it seems like He has because we have these hidden expectations of how He should be dealing with us

-we all need to understand what it’s really like in the throne room of heaven; the Lord is sitting on His throne; this position of sitting implies that He is actively ruling over the affairs in heaven and on earth

-the throne being high and lifted up was symbolic of the prestige and honor of His position as ruler over all things that exist; the same idea is carried across by the long, flowing robe that a monarch would wear; this robe however filled the entire throne room!

-and I believe that Isaiah was seeing the Lord Jesus, our Savior, before He was incarnated to this earth:

John 12:37-41

37 But although He (Jesus) had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, 38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?" 

39 Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again:

40 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them."

41 These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of Him. NKJV

B.
The Voice of the Seraphim vv. 2-4

2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

3 And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!"

4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.

-these attendants of the Lord are specially created beings called seraphim, or “fiery ones”; they are intelligent beings who have been created to serve God and acknowledge His Holiness and glory

-the text here does not mention how many seraphim there were; Ezekiel in his visions saw four of these creatures before God’s throne, as did John the Apostle in ch. 4 of the Book of Revelation

-now it is true that Moses only made two golden cherubim which covered the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant, following the pattern of all things which Moses saw while he was caught up to heaven in vision and shown the throne room

-but then Solomon made two more to be in the Most Holy Place when he built the permanent temple

-notice that only two of the six wings of these seraphim were used to fly and do service for the Lord; this could be representative of the fact that action was secondary to worship

-the other four wings hid their faces and their lower legs and feet; this was done to show that the ultimate glory was only the Lord, and not themselves, as glorious as they were

-the antiphonal proclamations from these seraphim were not the result of being programmed to do so

-it was the result of intelligent beings recognizing the pure holiness of the One whom they served; and they continually proclaimed this

-notice that they proclaimed the Lord’s holiness three times; this was not only to affirm the truth of His holiness in the mouth of two or three witnesses

-it was an Old Testament snapshot of the fact that God was in three persons, Father, Word (Son), and Holy Spirit

-the whole earth is full of His glory!… even though Isaiah saw his people straying from the Lord, here was the proclamation that the Lord was indeed over the whole earth and His glory does fill all things

II.
Caught in His Own Uncleanness vv. 5-7

A.
Woe is Me! v. 5

5 So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."

-the result of Isaiah seeing the Lord on His throne in His glory is summed up in his statement “Woe is Me”; the Heb. words are “Oi, lee!”

-I am undone means “I’ve had it, I’m as good as dead!”

-what was it in Isaiah that made him respond in this way? Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips…

-although Isaiah had already pronounced nine woes against his own people of Judah, seeing the holiness of the Lord put his own good deeds in bad light

-the defiling thoughts, the secretly spoken words, the malice in the heart—these were all brought to light when standing before the Holiness of the Lord

-my eyes have seen THE KING, the LORD of hosts… this was the real king: THE LORD OF HOSTS

-Isaiah needed to see that although King Uzziah was dying or had already died, the Lord was still ruling and reigning

-maybe your own father was a evil man and brought much destruction upon your life; and you have this bitterness and resentment

-the problem is that this carries over toward other authorities in your life, and you get locked away in always blaming others and seeing yourself as a continual victim of life

-you need to see what Isaiah saw: no matter what injustice has been committed against you, your own goodness is not of value when brought before the glory and holiness of the Living God

B.
Lo, Your Iniquity is Taken Away vv. 6-7

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.

7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged."

-but the glorious truth presented here is that God makes provision to take away our iniquity and sin; we know now in the New Covenant that this is accomplished by the death of Jesus on the cross of Calvary

-this purification of Isaiah was based upon the coming Messiah’s sacrifice for sin; and Isaiah needed to know that he could have that cleansing even now

-notice that Isaiah didn’t try to cleanse himself; all he could do was acknowledge his own sinfulness, as well as that of his nation

-it took an act of heaven to cleanse him of his sin; it is the same today

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. NKJV

Rom 10:9-10 AMP

9 Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

10 For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms [his] salvation.

III.
Called to Go Forth vv. 8-9

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." NKJV

-it is when we have been cleansed and forgiven that we can more clearly hear the voice of the Lord expressing His own heart

-Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?… this is God’s heart: to use us to turn people from darkness to light

-God desires that we will be a holy influence in these last days

-we as believers as called salt and light by Jesus; the saltiness is the character of Christ in our lives, and the light is the light of God’s Word, and our living it out through our daily lives

-selfishness takes hike as we are convinced of the Holiness of God, the fact that He is on the throne, and when we see our own goodness as filthy rags in His glory

-and as we receive His forgiveness and cleansing when we confess our sins to Him and believe on the name of His only begotten Son, Jesus, the burden of our sins is lifted

-and then we can hear His calling and direction more clearly

-THEN WE FIND THE WILLINGNESS TO JUMP RIGHT IN AND BE A USEFUL VESSEL FOR THE MASTER
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