04-15-01 Easter Sunday

“WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING?”

John 20:11-18

INTRODUCTION:

-this morning we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

-the Apostle John records a very special meeting that took place between Mary Magdalene and the Resurrected Christ

-Mark’s gospel tells us that Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene; now the Apostle John, at the end of the first century, pens this record of that meeting

-pray

I.
WEAVING TOGETHER THE EVENTS OF THAT MORNING

-Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (the mother of James), Salome (the mother of John - Mk 16) came early to the tomb with burial spices to properly embalm the body of Jesus

-they had seen Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus do a hasty job of preparing Jesus’ body for entombment with 100 lb. of spices to pack around the body before wrapping it in linen; how heavy must that body been for the two men! (250 lb.)

-the women questioned among themselves how they were going to get in the tomb

-but an earthquake had taken place sometime earlier; an angel of the Lord had descended from heaven and rolled back the stone and then sat upon it

-the Roman guards went catatonic for a season, and then ran to tell the chief priests what had happened

-Mary got to the tomb before the sun actually arose (Jn 20), so she probably ran ahead of the other women; but when she approached the garden tomb, she saw that the stone had been rolled away; startled, she ran back to Peter and John to tell them of the theft of the body

-the other women finally made it to the tomb when the sun had risen, and they found the stone rolled away;  one angel of the Lord was sitting upon the stone and another was inside the tomb and they said to the women:

Mark 16:6-7

“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.”  NKJV

Luke 24:5-7

"Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’” NKJV

-at this point, the women left the tomb to make their way back to the disciples; and on the way back to tell the disciples, Jesus appeared to them 

-His meeting them took place after His meeting between Mary Magdalene and Him 

-while the angels were speaking to the women at the tomb, Mary Magdalene had reached Peter and John and told them that the body had been stolen 

-Peter and John run back to the tomb, and find the grave clothes in the exact place where He had lain, except for the fact that the body was not inside them, and the face cloth had been folded and laid aside; then they went back into Jerusalem; interestingly enough there is no account of Peter and John seeing the two angels at the tomb

-Mary Magdalene made her way eventually back to the tomb, and got there after Peter and John had left; she was now alone, exhausted, and the emotions of the morning just came crashing down upon her; this is where we pick up our text this morning in John 20:11

 II.
WEEPING OVER THE EMPTY TOMB VV. 11-13

A.
Standing Outside the Tomb v. 11a

-Mary was just standing there before the open tomb, overcome with emotion and sorrow

-weeping here implies “the presence of tears and every external expression of grief”

-Mary’s life had never been the same since she met the man from Nazareth; the Scriptures tell us that Mary came from the coastal city of Magdala, on the west side of the Sea of Galilee, and that she had been possessed of seven devils, whom Jesus cast out;

-we cannot imagine what it must have been like for Mary living in this horrible condition

-from that time she followed Jesus and was always in the immediate crowd with Him

-Luke 7:47 records the words of Jesus, “To whom much is forgiven, the same loveth much; but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little”

-Mary was also at the crucifixion scene, and was with those women who had gathered burial spices to give Him a proper burial after the Sabbath was over

-now here she is in front of the tomb, alone; and with one last look, she stooped down to gaze into the tomb to fully take in the scene; 

B.
Stooping to Look into the Tomb vv. 11b-12

-this is not what she was expecting; notice that the angels don’t cause much stir in her

-what she saw was two angels sitting on each end of where the body had lain; there were probably bloodstains in the linen and on the carved out section of the rock;

-when you think back on Scripture, you remember that the Ark of the Covenant had a lid upon it whereupon were two cherubim on each end and blood stains in the middle; this was where the presence of God was to be revealed to the High Priest

-here in this tomb was an actual fulfillment of what the Ark of the Covenant pointed to: the way into fellowship with God through the death of the Lamb of God

-of course, Mary at the time, didn’t recognize the significance of what was before her

C.
Speaking to the Angels in the Tomb v. 13

-as Mary gazed into the tomb, the angels spoke to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” I.e.: why are you so overcome with grief and emotion at the missing body?

-this would have been an almost cruel question for someone who had just lost the love of her life; but their question was to bring her to the reality that Jesus had not been stolen as she supposed, but He had risen from the dead and was alive 

-Mary’s passion was for Jesus, not some spiritual experience with angels; she answered according to the grief of her heart; once you’ve met Jesus, angels won’t do

-notice that Jesus was still Mary’s Lord even though He had been crucified, and had been dead for three days

-here Mary shares more of a personal sense of loss and hopelessness, now referring to Him as My Lord, instead of “the Lord” in v. 2 

III.
WILLING TO TAKE HIM AWAY VV. 14-15

A.
Seeing “the Gardener” v. 14

-maybe the angels acknowledged Christ’s presence, causing Mary to turn around

-or she may have heard a noise behind her, for she turned around, probably backing out of the tomb entrance

-but she did not recognize Jesus, maybe because her eyes were full of tears and her heart full of grief; but there could also have been the fact that Jesus concealed His identity from her for a moment

-this reminds us that hopelessness tends to blind our eyes from the presence of our Lord; He promised to never leave us nor forsake us; but the crisis of the moment can so fill our soul that we absolute lose sight of the risen Lord

B.
Speaking with “the Gardener” v. 15

-even at hearing these two questions, she doesn’t recognize the voice of Jesus; 

-Jesus’ use of questions throughout His ministry is to be examined closely; it isn’t that He doesn’t know the answer; but rather He seeks to draw out the person to reveal their heart and so expose the truth and the answer

-Mary didn’t answer Jesus’ questions, but spoke out of the grief of her own conclusions

-all she could think of was that since this wasn’t Jesus’ tomb, that maybe this gardener had moved the body out of the tomb because it wasn’t his property

-her comment to “tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away” was spoken out of the desire to secure Jesus, and not based upon her ability to actually do so

-so many times Jesus comes through the unexpected person, at the unexpected time and at an unexpected place; and so often we don’t recognize that it’s the Lord that’s seeking to deal with us

IV.
WANTING TO NEVER LET JESUS GO VV. 16-18

A.
Expressions of Devotion v. 16

-maybe at her comment of taking Him away (here was little Mary trying to haul around a very heavy dead body by herself) brought a chuckle to Jesus as He spoke her name, “Mary!”; it was the same intonation and expression that she had come to love and now longed for 

-I imagine she spoke in a gasp as she said to Him, “Rabboni!”; the text says that she turned to Him and said… she must have turned somewhat away as she initially spoke to Jesus

-I wonder what we will say when we see Jesus face to face? Rabboni really isn’t the first word on my mind; I kind of think I will exclaim what Thomas did when he saw Jesus, “My Lord and My God!”

-when you come to the place where you finally see Jesus, instead of “the gardener”, then your sorrow ends up turning to joy

B.
Exhortation to Focus on the Father v. 17

-the response of Jesus to her exclamation “Rabboni!” probably indicates that she either fell at His feet or grabbed a hold of His neck and held Him so tightly so as to not allow Him to ever get away again

-when Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me…” He was basically saying, “I have come to restore your relationship with the Father; and I have yet to ascend to complete that; don’t cling to my previous form”

-it‘s as if He was implying, “I’ve got so much more for you than what you could possibly have if I stay here“; Mary wanted to touch Jesus, but Jesus wanted to touch Mary’s life in a much more deep way

-Don’t be a “cling-on”; fulfillment is not really in that new person that you think you need, but it’s the Father that you really need; your security is to be linked to the Father, not people

C.
Explaining that She had Seen the Lord v. 18

-Mary was the first missionary; the Rabbis didn’t believe that the word should be entrusted to a woman, but her it is the Father’s will that Mary should be the first one to carry the news

-her deep love for the Lord qualified her to be the first missionary





























