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“A Future and a Hope”

Jeremiah 29:1-14
Introduction:
I.
A Land of Captivity vv. 1-3
A.
The Context of this Chapter
1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were carried away captive — to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

2(This happened after Jeconiah the king, the queen mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 

3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying, 
-there were three stages of captivity, the first being in 606 BC; among these captives were the prophet Daniel, and his three friends who received the Babylonian names of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego 

-the second stage of captivity occurred eight years later in 598 BC; King Nebuchadnezzar carried off Judah’s King Jechoniah and his family, the princes and nobles, the military and the craftsmen; this left the people of the land with no strength (2 Kings 25:27-29); it was in this stage that Ezekiel the prophet was carried to Babylon
-the final stage of captivity occurred in 586 BC; Jerusalem was destroyed, along with the temple, and most of the rest of the people were either killed or carried away captive along with Judah’s King Zedekiah

-this chapter records a letter sent to the captives who were there from the first two stages; King Nebuchadnezzar had just installed Zedekiah as the king over the remnant of the people in Judah
B.
The Condition of a Life Today

-as I read this letter and this counsel, I am reminded of many who have allowed themselves to be taken captive by sin; warning after warning has been given to them; yet in their own rebellion and selfishness they have pursued their course

-and now they have landed in a “land” of captivity; they are trapped by the cords of their own sinful choices and they have turned into habits of destruction

-they look back on their life and see nothing but collapse and wasting away; and in their captivity, they have even thought about checking out through suicide
-but this chapter tells us there is a future and a hope; although things currently are not how they should be, God is still doing a work

-first there must be a humbling of the heart before God; then a calling out to Him in sincerity and truth; finally, a return from the captivity into a land of freedom

-does this describe your life? as you consider all that you’ve been through, does it seem like you’ve been taken captive because of your sins? 

-or maybe the circumstances that have taken place around your life have put you in a tail spin, and you have lost your way; God knows what happened; and He knows who did what, when, where, and why

-but right now His word to you is that there is a future and a hope if you will surrender your entire life to Him; at the end of this message, I will invite you to take this step

II.
A Letter of Counsel vv. 4-14
A.
Settle Down vv. 4-7
4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters — that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 
-remember that this letter was written about 597 BC; it would be another sixty years before the doors would be open for the Jews to return to their land
-this meant that most of the adults reading this letter would die in Babylon; but their children would be the ones who would have the opportunity to return

-God had chastened His people for their national sins; they had ignored warning after warning; they had rejected the idea that the ever increasing afflictions that came upon the land were God’s way of trying to get their attention

-but finally there was no recourse but to allow them to be carried away into captivity; little by little they had hardened their hearts as a nation unto God; they had passionately pursued their own ways, and pushed God out of their lives

-and now here they were in captivity with no hope of a future of freedom

-yet it is just in the midst of this reality that the Word of the Lord comes to them

-at first it seems like somewhat of a hopeless word; settle down; make yourself at home there; marry off your sons and daughters; enjoy your grandchildren

-they could have thought, “But what about our freedom? what about a change of life circumstances? I don’t want to be here, I want to be back there.”

-but God has His own timing that is different than ours

Isa 55:6-9

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. NKJV

-and one more thing: notice the counsel of the Lord in v. 7,  And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace.
-God desired to work in the midst of their captivity to show Himself strong in their behalf if they would seek Him; this way it would be a witness, not only as a reminder to them that He hadn’t forsaken them, but it would show the glory of God to an unbelieving community

-we are counseled in the very same way in the book of 1 Timothy

1 Tim 2:1-4

1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. NKJV

-rather than always protesting and finding the wrong in what is happening in our community, our state, our country, we should be praying diligently for our land

-this is not only for our own sake, but their the sake of the people who are involved in running the country

-we are to recognize and identify evil in our midst, according to God’s word; but to just be left there and develop a cynical, critical spirit over the evil is to shut off the love of God toward a lost and dying world

B.
Stay in the Truth vv. 8-9
8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the LORD. 
-the anchor for the Jewish people in the land of their captivity was the true word of the Lord; this word must be in alignment with all the previous revelations that had been written down over the past centuries
-there were those in Babylon who were speaking out of their own heart and desires, proclaiming that God was going to do a new thing and bring them back to their land quickly

-yet just because you want to deliver a “seeker-friendly message to cause people to feel good” does it automatically mean it is God message for the hour

-so how do you know? you must go back to the older, tried revelation of God’s word

-and as you get accustomed to letting the Scriptures be your final validator of truth, rather than feelings or nice thoughts, you will begin to recognize messages and teachings that run contrary to the truth of God’s word

-this idea is becoming unpopular in these days; it seems that the current trends in Christianity are centered around what makes me feel closer to God, no matter what the Bible says

C.
Seek the Lord vv. 10-14
10 For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
-vv. 10-11: here is a direct word from the Lord on when the outward captivity would be over; it is interesting that only ten years had gone by so far since the first captives were brought to Babylon
-one of those captives might have thought, “I have gotten the message. I’m sorry for our sins, Lord. Now let us go back.”; but God’s timing was more important than personal desire

-it was essential that the captives understood how God saw them, rather than how they saw themselves; this is true esteem

-there would be no change in the overall outward condition until God’s purposes were fulfilled; read v. 10 carefully: after seventy years are completed in Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place”
-do you know that we today as believers in Christ Jesus are only here temporarily? we are just passing through; our home is in heaven with our King Jesus; there will be a time when we will come home to be with the Lord

-interesting that the expected lifespan of a baby born today is estimated to be a little over seventy years

-but God has a plan and a purpose for our life while we are here on this earth; we are to prepare ourselves and our children for heaven; and the very first step is to surrender our lives to Him by faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ

-He died on the cross to pay for our sins, that we might be reconciled to God; by trusting Christ for our salvation, God sends His Holy Spirit into our hearts and we begin to have communion and fellowship with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ

-have you surrendered your life to Christ? have you laid down your rebellious heart and turned over all the keys to the rooms of your life?

-vv. 12-14: these verses are among the most important verses in Scripture; they contain truths that are eternal; but they must be taken as absolute truth
-do we really believe what is written here? how we live day to day reveals what we really believe
-there are captivities that we can be under right now: sins that have captivated us for years; and the Lord seeks to be our Deliverer; but we must take Him at His word

-these verses are so important that I want to have them put up on the screen; look at them closely; notice the conditions: our part and God’s part

-He offers all this by His grace, His unmerited favor
12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 

13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

14 I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive. NKJV
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