06-19-05
“The Father’s Role as Priest of His House”

Job 1:1-5
Introduction:
-when you are hired by a company to manage their office staff and operations, you take upon yourself the role of manager; but it is in the responsibilities of the role where your abilities and talents will either bring success or failure
-my experience at Preferred Risk

-when we become a father, we enter a role that is unlike anything else in this world; it is a position for which we are accountable, both to that child or to those children, and to God as well

-in a sense, God has entrusted to our care these precious little ones; He is looking for us to provide for them, to protect them, and to produce a godly heritage in them

-and He will grant to us all that is necessary to accomplish those goals, if we will call upon Him for that help; the tragedy of the day is that many fathers just rely upon their own resources and their own wisdom, rather than calling out to God for His own special insight and help

-the Bible reveals to us that a father enters a particular role over his own household much like a priest; and there are examples throughout the Old Testament showing the responsibilities of that role
-Noah was faithful in that role; Abraham was faithful in that role; and Job was faithful in that role

Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. NKJV

Gen 18:19 For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him." NKJV

-this morning on this Father’s Day, we are going to take a look at Job’s life and activities before all the calamity fell upon him; for we will see a man who was pious, prosperous, and priestly

-read Job 1:1-5; pray

I.
Job was a Pious Man v. 1 
A.
How He Ordered His Life
-the book of Job is known as the oldest book of the Bible; Job lived somewhere during the time of the patriarchs of the faith, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

-the land of Uz has been generally identified as being in the region southeast of the land of Canaan, somewhere around the region of Edom

-notice in these verses that there are four words used to describe Job’s character: blameless, upright, one who feared God, one who shunned evil

-blameless means to have no report of evil doings or outward blame; it is the Heb. word tam; this Hebrew word corresponds to the Latin word for integer, which means to be a unified whole, to be one; we get our word integrity from this word

-upright means to be straight and just; Job had no variableness of character, being one way for a time, then another way at a more convenient season; his road of life was straight
-one who feared God; the word fear in this sense means that he had a reverential respect, humility and gratitude toward God; Job walked in the fear of God and his life became shaped accordingly

-he wanted nothing to do with things that would bring dishonor to the name of God; as he lived this out in small ways, it made him successful in the larger tests  
-one who shunned evil; the word shun in the Hebrew means to turn off; not only did Job not go along with evil, he put action to his belief, getting up and doing something about it

-how did Job define what was evil? was it merely what was dictated by the mores of the day? I believe that Job defined evil by comparing it to the nature and heart of God toward him

-anything that went contrary to the nature and heart of God was considered evil; actually, the only way you can define evil is by first defining what is good; evil is the absence of good, in the same way that darkness is defined as the absence of light
-Job chs. 29 and 31 give us a snapshot of Job’s manner of life before the calamities befell him; it reveals to us the many ways in which Job ordered his life
-in these chapters, we will find the tremendous honor and respect men gave to Job; his wisdom, his counsel, and his sense of justice were superb

-he gave generously to help the poor and needy, and entered into the cause of those who had no ability to deliver themselves out of the hands of oppressors

-Job had no wandering eyes for women, no hypocrisy in the area of internal integrity, no secret trysts with the neighbor’s wife

-we find in those chapters that Job made sure he did not oppress his servants, he did not harden his heart to the poor and needy; there was no trust in his wealth, no idolatry, no malice, no secret sin, no oppression over others

-not only did men acknowledge his godly attributes, but God Himself boasted over Job’ character to Satan

Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?" NKJV
-how did Job end up with this testimony? it was by the grace of God working within his life over the years, together with Job humbling himself before Almighty God
B.
How He Affected His Children
-as a father, his example must have been closely watched by his ten children
-they learned over and over as they grew up in his household what it meant to be compassionate on the less fortunate, what it meant to be a person of integrity, what it meant to go without for a season so that those who were utterly helpless could have food
-Job was a pious man by the grace and power of God

-when we think about our own testimony as fathers, it is not difficult to identify areas where we have not been faithful

-but you and I as fathers can have that same testimony as Job; it is not too late; it has to start somewhere, sometime; how about today, this Father’s Day?

-God is waiting to forgive us all of our shortcomings right now, and start fresh and new; He has the ability to change our heart and our behavior, if we will let Him hour by hour, day by day, month by month, year by year

-I want to give that opportunity at the end of this message

II.
Job was a Prosperous Man vv. 2-3
A.
Job’s Portion in Life
-I believe that Job’s pious life led him to become a prosperous man; I say this with some reservation, because piousness does not always lead to physical prosperity
-just because a person may have a million dollar net worth does not guarantee that he is a person of godly character, or have integrity of heart like Job had
-but in Job’s case, his prosperity was granted by God through his wisdom, his skill, his compassion on others

-taking into consideration all that is mentioned in vv. 2-3, we can conclude that Job had considerable wealth; wealth in those days was not measured so much in how much cash you had in the bank, as it was by the abundance of herds and flocks you possessed, how many servants to care for them, and the size of your family
-seven thousand sheep is a huge flock, yet Job was more than just a nomadic shepherd; three thousand camels indicates long range transportation on a major scale; this would be akin to a major trucking company in our day

-five hundred yoke of oxen speaks to me that Job had a very large portion of land to plow; he was not nomadic, but was settled in a community over a long period of time

-Job also had five hundred donkeys; these would provide basic transportation and carry light loads in behalf of his household

-God enabled him to come to this place in life; why? so that he might be a blessing to others; it was God’s own choosing to bring him to this place, because Job’s heart was one of integrity before God and man

B.
Job’s Provision for His Children
-Job was able to provide for his household, and also for those who were in need outside of his immediate family

-it appears from the internal testimony within the book of Job that he didn’t let his wealth turn him into a materialistic man; he was always ready to take what God had entrusted to him, and to release it to those truly in need

-and his children grew up with this testimony every day; I’m sure it affected their pattern of life and the way they looked upon their responsibilities in their world

-as a father, God puts into our hands what is right for this day; His promise is to take care of us day by day

1 Tim 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. NKJV

-but when we as fathers become self-absorbed in our work, or in our identity, or in our right for recreation, we can easily take that which God provides to care for our family, and foolishly spend it on things that leave our families lacking

-again, I want to emphasize that it is not too late to turn around from those patterns
-God is waiting to receive you as you are, and begin a new work in you; all it takes is humbling yourself before Him, owning up to the behaviors that have caused trouble in the home, and He’ll fill you with His wisdom and strategy

-Job was a pious man, and he was a prosperous man; but he was also a priestly man

III.
Job was a Priestly Man vv. 4-5
A.
He Initiated the Call to Draw Close to God
-here we have a picture of Job fulfilling the role of priest over his own house; notice he didn’t offer sacrifices for the townspeople, nor for the neighbors; he offered sacrifice for his own immediate household
-does it sound a little bold to consider this aspect of Job’s life? actually, we are told in the New Testament that every believer in Christ Jesus is a priest 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; NKJV
Rev 1:6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. NKJV

-it appears from this text that Job’s seven sons were living on their own, not in tents, but in their own houses; and Job’s daughters were still living at home with him
-the sons would hold a celebration on their birthdays which probably lasted a week; but after the celebration, Job would call all of his children together and hold a purification time for them
-this included the offering of burnt offerings to God according to the number of them all; these times of offering would average out to every seven or eight weeks; and he offered seven sacrifices each time
-Job wasn’t absolving them of personal responsibility in their sins; he was asking for God’s mercy and compassion upon them, even though he couldn’t control how they lived out their personal lives

B.
Job Interceded Regularly for His Children
-Thus Job did regularly…this last sentence is telling; it wasn’t just something that Job did now and then; it was his regular practice to act in the role as priest over his own household

-Job prayed for them, was concerned about their spiritual welfare, and took whatever action he could to minister to them

-today there are fathers who do not care about their children’s spiritual welfare; as a matter of fact, they view children as an inconvenience to their active lives

-the absentee father is an all-too-common pattern of our society; we can tend to count on others in an ever increasing fashion to do the teaching, the training, the correction, the inspiring of our children
-we reason that this frees us up to pursue our careers and climb the ladder of success

-but look at Job; he made these offerings regularly, at least seven times a year, and seven offerings each time; how inconvenient would that be? 

-his concern was for his children to be shaped by God, who had shaped his own life; his concern was to see them right with God; and he was faithful in his responsibility to intercede to God in their behalf
-is that our concern today for our children? it is proper for the husband and father of every home to take his position as priest of his household

-he needs to make intercession for his family in prayer—not just when things are at crisis stage, but also when things are flowing quite well; begin by leading in prayer over the family meal
-pray with your children as you put them to bed; pray with them at the beginning of each day; praying over them when they become sick or are injured; even leading the family in regular communion at the Lord’s table
Deut 6:6-7

6 "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. NKJV

-if you haven’t taken this position, just acknowledge your fault before the Lord and have Him begin to lead you into the first things—prayer for each and every family member
PAGE  
3

