05-08-05 Mother’s Day
“Jochebed: A Woman of Faith”

Ex. 1:15-2:10
Introduction:
-when we examine the Scriptures for a woman of faith, it is fitting to first of all go to a chapter in the New Testament known as the HALL OF FAITH – Heb. ch. 11
-there you’ll find three women mentioned in the list: Sarah (Abraham’s wife); Moses’ mother, Jochebed; and Rahab, the harlot from Jericho

-what was it about these women that was so noteworthy that the writer of Hebrews includes them in this list of examples of faith? they pleased God by their faith, as it says in Heb. 11:6
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. NKJV
-this morning on this Mother’s Day, we are going to take a special look at a woman named Jochebed; she was Moses’ mother; she is mentioned indirectly in Heb. 11:23
Heb 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command. NKJV
-I believe we can examine her faith in the Living God, and learn that it is worth trusting God at all times, even in the face of extreme difficulties
-read Ex. 1:15-2:10; pray

I.
The Risking Having the Child by Faith  Ch. 2:1-2
A.
Having the Child vv. 1-2a
-we know from Ex. 6:20 that the man of the house of Levi was named Amram, and his wife was Jochebed, a daughter or descendant of the tribe of Levi
-the Hebrew meaning for Jochebed is “Jehovah is glorious”

-Amram and Jochebed had their first child, Miriam, and then a few years later had their second child, Aaron; three years after Aaron was born Jochebed became pregnant with their third child
-because Amram and Jochebed had Aaron three years prior, it appears that Aaron was born before the edict of Pharaoh was pronounced mentioned in the previous ch.
-it is even possible that the edict came down while Jochebed was pregnant

-what thoughts may have raced through her heart and mind upon hearing this edict? “What if my child is a boy? What will happen if we chose to disobey the king?”
-but Amram and Jochebed lived their lives in the fear of God rather than man, and that in the midst of extremely hard times

-Jochebed chose to bear the child by faith, taking the risk of personal retaliation from the oppressive, dictatorial government she was under
-if she were living in our day, there would have been tremendous pressure to abort the child so she wouldn’t have to endure the experience of casting him into the river

-after all, isn’t terminating the fetus more humane than casting away a living child?

-there are over 1.3 million abortions annually in our country, one every 24 seconds!

-approximate 93% of all abortions done today are for elective, non-medical reasons

B.
Hiding the Child v. 2b
-once she saw that the child was a male, her and her husband, Amram, chose to live by faith to hide the child  
-when they looked upon this newborn, there was something about him that caused them to have this inner sense that God had a special purpose for this child

-eight days later they circumcised the child, and gave him a Hebrew name (Moses is an Egyptian name); Jewish tradition tells us that they gave him the name Joachin

-imagine keeping your three year old son and your elementary school daughter from telling others about this new addition!

-like Jochebed, we need to order our life by the fear of God rather than man; we need to  make our choices based upon what would be pleasing to God as revealed in His Word, the Bible, rather than what is convenient, safe, cheap, politically correct
II.
The Release of the Child by Faith vv. 3-6
A.
Building the Ark v. 3
-by public edict of the Pharaoh, all male babies were to be cast into the Nile River upon birth; but Jochebed and her husband hid him for three months by faith
-they did this in the fear of God, trusting Him to be strong in their behalf

-But when she could no longer hide him…we don’t know what “incident of discovery” may have taken place to make him known publicly; maybe one of the Egyptian taskmasters happened by when Jochebed was changing his diapers
-but now there was no other course of action for her to take; she may have asked, “Why now?”; she could have fallen under must self-guilt for being so careless as to make him known; but now it was out in the open

-sometimes we just do not see the providence or the timing of God in the events that take place in our lives; we are so quick to judge things as being detrimental
-illustration of THE WOODCUTTER’S HORSE
-Jochebed now faced a very difficult decision; she may have thought, “Alright, the Pharaoh wants him in the Nile, I’ll place him in the Nile—protected in an ark” 
-maybe she had remembered the account of Noah and his family being hidden in the ark through the midst of the flood of judgment
-there are only two places in the entire Old Testament where the Heb. word for this kind of ark occurs: here and for Noah’s ark

-so Jochebed made an ark by faith; she fashioned it with more diligence than she probably had ever made anything before; she took the time to put together sound reasoning and practical action

-she used bulrushes, asphalt, and pitch—materials that were nearby, waterproof, and sturdy; bulrushes were used for many kinds of vessels, including small boats

-when she gathered the bulrushes, she also collected asphalt (which is believed to be the very sticky mud around the Nile River) and pitch; the asphalt was used as an adhesive to hold the bulrushes together, and the pitch was to waterproof both the outside and the inside

-could it have been possible for her to have caught a glimpse of Pharaoh’s daughter coming down to the Nile at an earlier time, and she noted the time and location? she had to have gathered the materials from the Nile River area

-so she put action to her faith in seeking to do everything see could to preserve her precious son’s life
-true faith in God is not passive, but very active; even in the waiting on God’s timing there is an active waiting, a moment-by-moment life of obedient choices pleasing to God, according to His Word, the Bible
B.
Believing God vv. 4-6
-v. 4: when the ark was finished, Jochebed placed the three month old child in the ark, and placed the cover over it
-I imagine she had fed him to the full, and laid him in the ark for a very long nap; there must have been air holes in the covering of the ark, and the gentle waves of the river probably kept him asleep for a while
-and she had Miriam come along with her to watch from a secret place afar off to know what would be done to him
-how heartbreaking this must have been for Jochebed! But she knew that God had appointed her to do this work of faith, and she obeyed as difficult as it was

-she made a decision in faith to release this child unto the providence of God; she released him upon the waters of the Nile, waters of potential destruction, trusting God to oversee the outcome

-illustration: sending our sons to public High School—but watching from a distance

-Jochebed trusted the invisible God to do very visible things, even under conditions of slavery and hardship; she didn’t let the limitations of her outward life block the expression of her inward faith

-v. 5: as Miriam watched from a safe distance, she saw Pharaoh’s daughter come down to the Nile River with her maidens in attendance
-the text tells us that Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe at the river, probably in connection to some religious observance having to do with what they believed were restorative properties of the river
-note that it was only after the ark lid was lifted off that the child began to cry; this was God’s way of catching Pharaoh’s daughter off guard, causing compassion to rise
-and picking up the child, she noticed that the child was “one of the Hebrews’ children (because of the circumcision)
-it is possible that Pharaoh’s daughter had become disgusted with her father’s cruel edict, and thus her heart could have been prepared for this divine appointment

-it is interesting to look back upon our lives and see how God was involved in preparing our hearts for future encounters (illustration: the failed attempt to start a church)

III.
The Return of the Child Because of Faith vv. 7-9
A.
Receiving the Child Back as from the Dead vv. 7-9
-I’m really impressed with this little girl, Miriam; her response to Pharaoh’s daughter is partly the result of Jochebed’s influence in her life; some Bible commentators believe she was between five and eight years old at this time
-Miriam had watched her mother with baby Moses during the last three months; she knew just how precious he was to her; quick thinking on Miriam’s part 
-after hearing Miriam’s excited report of what took place, Jochebed went to Pharaoh’s daughter; it must have been just so difficult to keep from weeping aloud for joy!

-not only did Jochebed receive her precious little boy back as from the dead, she was even paid by the government to nurse the child until he was weaned (3-5 yrs.)

-this offered Jochebed the special opportunity to lay a spiritual foundation in the young boy’s life, preparing him to be released to the ungodly household of Pharaoh
B.
Returning the Child to Pharaoh’s Daughter v. 10
-now came the trusting in God once more as she had to release Moses into Pharaoh’s care; how she must have prayed diligently for the child, bolstered by the memory of how the Lord spared him in the first place
-the little steps of faith we take prepared us for larger ones in the future
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