
03-28-10 Palm Sunday

“JESUS’ PRAYER OF INTERCESSION”

John 17

INTRODUCTION:

-today we celebrate the remembrance of the official, royal entry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into the city of Jerusalem

-this exact day was prophesied of in the Book of Daniel chapter nine; Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem marked the last few days of His ministry in His physical body

-by the end of the week He would be delivered up to be crucified, would die and be buried before sundown on Friday

-just before He and His disciples came into the Garden of Gethsemane, we have this wonderful opportunity to eavesdrop on Jesus in one of His last prayers to the Father 

-it was spoken just after His last teaching to His disciples as they were leaving the upper room where they had their last Passover meal together

-Judas had left the table and gone to the Jewish religious leaders to betray Jesus to them for thirty pieces of silver

-Jesus knew the time had come for Him to be delivered up to be crucified for the sins of the world

-it’s one thing to know that at some point you are going to have to die; it is quite another to know that it will be happening within a couple of hours

-yet as you examine Jesus’ intercessory prayer, you find no remorse or fear on His part

-what you see is absolute confidence and servanthood for the sake of His disciples--not just those He had been with, but those who would believe on His name through their words

-the prayer consists of two parts: the first part where He prays to the Father concerning Himself; the second part where He intercedes for His disciples

-the second part can be divided into two more sections: intercession for those who had been with Him during His three and a half year ministry on earth, and intercession for those who would believe on Him through their words

-one more thing before we begin: when you look carefully at this prayer you will find at least eight “I have’s” of Jesus; see if you can spot them

-they are significant in that they reveal a pattern of focus and faithfulness in His ministry

-some have taken these “I have’s” and applied them to what makes for a successful life in Christ; that may be for another study\

I.
THE HOUR HAS COME v.1a

A.
Jesus Lifted His Eyes to Heaven
-Jesus’ prayer took place at the end of His exhortation to the disciples (Jn. 14-16)

-it is interesting to observe how the record includes the fact that Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven...
-the Scriptures speak of three heavens: the immediate atmosphere around the earth, outer space and the place of the spiritual dimension called heaven, the throne room of God

-in Gen. 1:1 we read this:

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. NKJV

-understand that God inhabits all three heavens; there is not one place where God is more present than in any other place; He fills all things

-I believe He did this for a couple of reasons; first of all, it was a matter of focus

-Jesus didn’t close His eyes, but lifted up His eyes to heaven; the Father is not of this world, just as the Son is not of this world

-although they created all things that exist, the fellowship between the Father and the Son was on a different level than mere earthly conversations

-the second reason I believe He lifted up His eyes to heaven was for the sake of His disciples

-the Apostle John remembered hearing this prayer in its detail even after so many years (the Gospel of John was written some 70 years after this prayer)

B.
The Hour Has Come

-when Jesus prayed, “Father, the hour has come.”, the word hour means the season; it is not a 60 minute time period; this is determined by the context

-several times in the Gospel records we read that Jesus’ hour had not yet come

-but when Jesus came into Jerusalem for the final time He began to speak that His hour had come

-this hour or season centered on Him fulfilling why He came to this earth: to die for the sins of all mankind

-the suffering and death of Christ Jesus on the cross of Calvary was what that hour was all about; He knew it; He was ready for it

II.
GLORIFY YOUR SON v. 1b, 4-5

A.
The Father’s Glory Upon the Son

-the Father’s glory upon the Son was shown throughout Jesus’ ministry

Joh 2:11 NKJV  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

Joh 12:23-28 NKJV  But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.  (24)  Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  (25)  He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  (26)  If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.  (27)  "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  (28)  Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again."

-this was spoken just after He had made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem riding upon the colt of a donkey

-the request for the Father to glorify the Son in Jn. 17 culminated in the cross on which Jesus must die, and His resurrection from the dead

-how would the Son glorify the Father? although Jesus constantly pointed back to the Father throughout His ministry, His ultimate display of glorifying the Father was by the resurrection from the dead!

-the resurrection proved His work was not only accomplished but accepted of the Father

-no other human being on earth has ever been resurrected into a glorified body; some may have been resuscitated back physically, but no one glorified

B.
I Have Finished the Word You Gave Me to Do

-notice Jesus said, “I have finished the work which You gave Me to do.”

-finishing well; accomplishing the work the Father set before Him

-v. 5: Jesus knew He was eternal from everlasting to everlasting

III.
THIS IS ETERNAL LIFE vv. 2-3

A.
What is This Eternal Life?

-the Scriptures define what this eternal life is all about; it has not been left up to us to choose our own definition of eternal life

-the word ‘life’ as it is spoken of by our Lord, especially as it is written by the Apostle John, is the Greek word ‘zoe’

-zoe’ is a reference to a quality of life that has divine origin; it is not merely physical existence

-zoe’ contains divine purpose, fulfillment, satisfaction, contentment

-these qualities are tied in with God’s desire and plan for us, not only in this life but forever!

-every soul will continue to exist after this life is over

-but what will be the condition of that existence? being separated from God forever is not ‘life in its fullness’

-this is why Jesus called it ‘eternal life’; it is life that is separate from circumstances, possessions, positions, and any other pronoun

-this is the life He came to bring to mankind; this life can only be experienced when we repent and receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior

B.
What Blocks our Experience of This Eternal Life?

-our sin blocks our reception of this eternal life; once we surrender to Christ, the Holy Spirit enters our being and we partake of that eternal life immediately

-look closely at verse 3; eternal life is founded upon relationship not good works
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