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“Washing the World Off Our Feet”

John 13:1-17

Introduction:
-this morning I’d like to break from our study of Matthew’s gospel and look at a passage of Scripture that shows the desire of our Lord Jesus for His disciples to love and to serve one another

-our world is so saturated with self-gratification—a “me-first” mindset—which is absolutely contrary to the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ

-John the Apostle writes his gospel at the end of the first century, more than 30 yrs after the Luke

-John had the advantage of looking back over the previous 75 yrs or so as a disciple, and seeing many special lessons taught by the life and words of the Lord Jesus

-one of these lessons was the time just after the Last Passover Supper; Jesus gave His twelve disciples an illustrated sermon on servanthood by washing their feet

-this was the usual responsibility of the lowest servant toward a guest, and was considered both an act of hospitality to the guest, as well as one of honor and respect

-at the end of our message today, we will see a special testimony hidden within the text of the ultimate pathway of servanthood lived out by our Lord Jesus for us
-then we will close our service with celebrating the ordinance of communion, remembering the broken body of our Lord for our healing, and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ shed for forgiveness of sin

-pray

I.
Illustration of Servanthood (vv. 1-5)

A.
The Origin of Servanthood vv. 1-3

-v. 1: Jesus knew what lay ahead, and He knew where He was going

-and as heavy as that reality was, He still poured out His life upon these disciples

-He loved them to the end…(to the uttermost) the remaining verses of ch. 13 and the rest of chs. 14-17 are a detail of what John was writing 

-vv. 2-3: Jesus was in His final hours here on earth—and He knew it; the twelve disciples would all forsake Him, one would betray Him, and one would deny Him; and yet He loved them to the very end, to the uttermost

-it’s as if John the Apostle records this in sheer amazement at the load our Lord was carrying here; there were three things John emphasizes that Jesus knew:

-…that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father

-…that the Father had given all things into His hands

-…that He had come from God and was going to God

B.
The Object Lesson of Servanthood vv. 4-5 

-v.4: with all of this on His heart, He plunges Himself into an object lesson that the disciples would never forget

-He rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself

-v. 5: this was the menial duty of the servant of the house; they were accustomed to this activity as part of the hospitality that was offered by a host

-but for their Master to do this to them was indeed not only shocking but appeared almost unbecoming to the Messiah
II.
Inquiry Regarding Servanthood (vv. 6-11)

A.
The Objection to Being Served vv. 6-8

-v. 6: Then He came to Simon Peter…Simon Peter may not have been the first disciple that Jesus served here; it is possible to conclude from the chapter that Judas was on Jesus’ immediately left, and John was on Jesus’ immediate right

-if Jesus went in order around the table, then He would have washed Judas’ feet first

-Peter’s question revealed that he felt himself unworthy to be washed by his Master 

-v. 7: even though Jesus knew they didn’t understand the full significance of this action, He DID know that they would eventually comprehend the meaning…after His resurrection; and it didn’t stop Him from going ahead with what was right

-v. 8: Peter speaks out of his own misunderstanding; he was saying, “You will always be my Lord; I will never put you under me as a servant like this!! You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God!!”

-this is so much like Peter even after the Holy Spirit fell upon him; remember Peter’s response to the Lord saying, “Arise, Peter, kill and eat”? “Not so, Lord…”

-but then Jesus answers Peter, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”; this is in effect saying that unless Jesus cleanses the life of a disciple by His poured out life, they are not considered a part of Christ at all

Rom 8:7-9

8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. NKJV

B.
The Overreaction to Being Served vv. 9-11

-v. 9: here Peter overreacts to the statement and shows that he really still doesn’t understand the significance of the washing of the feet; Peter was saying, “I don’t just want to barely be a part of you, I want every part of me to be part of you.”

 -this was Peter’s heart, and the Lord understood that; but Peter hadn’t been born again yet by the Spirit of God; the Holy Spirit hadn’t yet entered his life to produce in real life that which he desire to be in his spirit

-no part with me…no portion, no share, no communion, no common inheritance with me in the honors and blessings of the kingdom. 

-in other words Jesus was saying to Peter: “If I do not cleanse you from your moral defilement from within, then you have missed my entire relationship with you — you have no part nor share with me.”
-v. 10: if a person just took a bath and walked through the pathway back to the house, he would be clean except for his feet, the part that had walked on the dirt

-this speaks to us of the internal cleansing work of the Lord Jesus within us by way of the Holy Spirit; and as we walk through this world, we pick up dirt (the moral defilement) along the way that needs to be regularly washed off

-we don’t have to “get saved” all over again, as some would teach; we just need to repent of the activity or attitude that was sin, and allow the Holy Spirit to wash our consciences from those dead works

-of course, v. 11 speaks of Judas Iscariot, who would betray Him within the evening; Judas never really received Jesus’ words to be cleansed within

-listen to these verses that speak of the Lord Jesus washing us with His word and life:

John 15:3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. NKJV

Eph 5:25-27

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. NKJV

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  NKJV

Rev 1:5-6

5 …To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. NKJV

Heb 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? NKJV

1 Cor 6:9-11

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. NKJV

III.
Instruction Regarding Servanthood (vv. 12-17)

A.
Following Jesus’ Servanthood vv. 12-17

-notice that Jesus again emphasizes their relation to Him as a disciple and as a servant

-and if their Teacher and Lord modeled this kind of servanthood, they, as obedient disciples, should also serve one another, in the most simple and lowest of ways

-some have taken this section to endorse this act of foot washing as an ordinance to be kept by the church, on the same level as the Lord’s supper, and baptism

-but the rule that must be followed regarding an act to be held as an ordinance of the church would be this:

-was it taught and commanded by Christ to be done by the church?

-was there an example of it recorded in the book of Acts by the church?

-is there an teaching on it in any of the epistles?

-we find this rule followed regarding the Lord’s supper (communion) and water baptism, but not the act of foot washing

-that being said, it is not considered wrong to have a “foot washing service”; the Lord would receive it AS LONG AS THOSE DISCIPLES WERE LIVING OUT SERVANTHOOD TO ONE ANOTHER—the whole point of the illustration

 B.
Finding Jesus’ Incarnation in the Text

-v. 1-3: think again about the emphasis John the Apostle put upon the three things that were clear to Jesus before He served the disciples in this way:

-…that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father

-…that the Father had given all things into His hands

-…that He had come from God and was going to God

-now consider how John was inspired by the Holy Spirit to record the step by step activity of Jesus in carrying out this unusual illustration of servanthood:

-(v. 4): rising from supper reminds us of the fellowship that He had with the Father as the Living Word before His incarnation

-laying aside His garments speaks of Him leaving the glory He had with the Father, and stepping down to this earth to accomplish for man what man could not accomplish for Himself

-taking a towel and girding Himself speaks of the incarnation as a human, yet without the sin of Adam; He came lowly and as a servant

-(v. 5): the pouring out of the water speaks of the blood and water that was poured out from His side for our redemption and cleansing; 

-the washing of the disciple’s feet points to the cleansing of the walk of the disciples by His life and servanthood
-the wiping of the feet with the towel with which He was girded speaks of the body of Christ gaining for us healing and cleansing by taking our infirmities and sicknesses upon Himself, identifying with us by taking our sin, and leaving us clean before the Father

-(v. 12): when He had washed their feet… this reminds us of the finished work of Jesus on the cross, in His death, to bring us forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with the Father
-taken His garments…this points to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead, in His glorified body, never to die again
-and sat down again…this reminds of His current position in Heaven at the right hand of the Majesty on High, 

-He is there as our Advocate with the Father—our representative, our High Priest—continuously causing us to be accepted completely by the Father, and having all accusation against us from the devil countered by His everlasting perfection

Phil 2:1-11 (read this as if it was directly spoken from Jesus to us this day)
1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, (or: Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God. NLT)  7 but made Himself of no reputation (…emptied Himself…NASU), taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. NKJV
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