10-17-01

“LIVING FAITH IN TIMES OF CRISIS - PT. 2: UNDERSTANDING ISLAM”

INTRODUCTION:

-it is very important in these last days to understand what we believe, why we believe those truths, and where they are located in the Scriptures

-this is not only the benefit of our own faith and confidence, but to give us discernment regarding the various proclamations we hear from other religious groups, as well as from the media

-we are speeding toward the time when all religions will seek to unify under a common defining creed; this is already being pursued at the United Nations

-the Bible tells us in the books of Daniel, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, the Gospels and the Book of Revelation, that just before the return of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, there will be a one-world government set up by the nations, encompassing the same general area as the old Roman Empire

-and along side of this last world empire, there will be a one-world religion, headed by one man, whom the book of Revelation calls “the false prophet”

-in light of the current crisis of terrorism in our nation today, it is beneficial to gather accurate information on those who have set themselves to bring down our country; 

-these extremist groups are a radical branch of the Islamic faith; they use as their directive the Koran, the Holy book of Islam, and that religion’s most sacred writing; it is the official “Bible” of the Islamic faith; Muslims believe the Koran to be a series of communications given to Mohammad by Allah through the angel Gabriel in 610 AD

-Islam: 1.2 billion adherents; the word Islam means “surrender or submission”, and comes from the Arabic root word, SALA’M, which means peace; the word Muslim (Moslem) means “one who surrenders to God”; Arabic word for god (any god) is ALLAH

-the purpose of tonight’s study is both informative and exhortive; 

-it is informative in that we will cover the basic history of how the Islamic faith came into being; the Bible tells us that God loves all people, no matter what they believe, and God calls us to love all people, even those caught up in what we believe to be heretical teachings

-and our study tonight is exhortive in that through this understanding, we can be “ready to give an answer to every man who asks us a reason for the hope that lies within us”--a blessed hope based upon the grace of God and not works--a hope that relies upon the sacrifice for our sins, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross of Calvary, that we may have eternal life through faith, both now and forever, Amen 

-I am indebted to Matthew Slick of the Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry for most of my information; his website is very helpful, insightful and fair to Muslims; www.carm.org 

I.
WHO WAS MOHAMMAD?

A.
His Birth and Early Life

-Mohammad (Mohammad Ibne Abdullah) was born in 570 (?) in Mecca, to his mother, Amina (his father had died before he was born); Amina was of the ruling tribe of Quraish; she died when he was six

-Mecca was then the cultural and religious center of Arabia; there was no central government; the land was full semi-warring tribes with numerous, competing, polytheistic religions; at the heart of Mecca was the Ka’aba (cube in Arabic), a shrine about 60’ x 60’ containing hundreds of idols, and known as the House of Allah; 

-Allah was recognized as the supreme deity, but was worshipped along with other deities; the Ka’aba was believed to have been built by Abraham and his son Ishmael on the same spot as the first shrine to god built by Adam; probably a meteorite

-up to the age of eight, Muhammad was raised by his grandfather; after the death of his grandfather, his uncle Abu Talib assumed responsibility for raising Muhammad 

-Abu Talib was a businessman involved in trade, so it is likely that Muhammad went with him on business trips and encountered both Jews (280 mi. north, in Medina) and Christians (also to the north and to the south, in Nejran)

-History tells us that when he was 12, he accompanied his uncle on a trading caravan to Syria;

B.
His Family Life

-at 25 yrs. old, Muhammad was hired to manage the business of a wealthy widow name Khadija, who was 15 yrs. older than he; he went to Syria and traded there successfully; 

-apparently this impressed her, and she ended up proposing to him; in 595 they were married

-they had two sons, who died in infancy, and four daughters; they were married for 25 years until Khadija died at the age of 65 during the month of Ramadan, 620 AD, well after the start of Islam

-after a few months Muhammad sought comfort by marrying the widow of one of the believers named Sawdah; he also later married Ayisha, the seven yr old daughter of his friend and early convert, Abu Bakr, whom he took into his home three years later; 

-according to Muslim historians, Muhammad had 12 wives when he died in 632 AD

II.
THE BEGINNING OF THE ISLAMIC RELIGION

A.
The Revelation to Mohammad

-around age 35, Muhammad assumed the habit of going outside of Mecca to Mt. Hirah for meditation and contemplation; there was a cave there and he often went there for solitude; 

-it was during one of these times of meditation that Muhammad said an angelic being appeared to him, calling him

-this disturbed Muhammad (81:19-29) and he told his wife Khadija that he thought he had been visited by an evil Jinn (Jinn are supposed to be living beings like people, but not angels, who were created from fire and are invisible, yet dwell on the earth)

-a short time later, in the year 610 (believed to be the 26th of Ramadan) while in a cave on Mt. Hirah, Muhammad said that the angel Gabriel appeared to him and commanded him to recite (96:1-19) 

-in these encounters with the angel Gabriel, sometimes he would see the angel, other times he would only hear him, and at others he only heard the sound of a bell through which the words of the angel came;

-Muhammad could neither read nor write so he was instructed to memorize the words given to him by Gabriel; this complete recitation which Muhammad recited over a 23 year period, ending in 632, the year of his death, is known as the Koran

-initially, Muhammad doubted that he wad being called by Allah to be a prophet; others including his wife and a cousin counseled him by saying that Allah would only be truthful to him and would not allow him to be deceived;

-Muhammad became convinced and even wrote in the Koran, “Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel--for he brings down the (revelation) to thy heart by Allah’s will, a confirmation of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings for those who believe,” (2:97)

B.
The Initial Days of Proclamation

-it became the mission of Muhammad now to proclaim the truth of Islam, given to him by Allah, through the angel Gabriel; 

-he called the people of his area to repent from their idol worship, to do good, and to serve the one and true God, Allah

-He taught that man is God’s slave and it is his duty to submit to God and obey him; he said that the Day of Judgment was coming and that a man’s works will be weighed on that day; those who’s good deeds out weigh their bad may, by Allah’s grace, be saved and enter Paradise, which is full of sensual pleasures; the unsaved go to hell

-his first converts were his wife, Khadija, his cousin Ali, and his adopted son, Zaid ibn Haritha; soon afterward, Abu Bakr also believed; 

-in the first three years of proclaiming Islam, he had 40 converts

-though his continued preaching brought only a few converts, it did bring much opposition; the ruling tribe into which he was born tried to get Muhammad to stop his preaching by appealing to his uncle, Abu Talib; 

-but Muhammad adamantly refused to stop proclaiming the message he had received; because Abu Talib was very influential in the tribe, Muhammad’s life was protected and he was able to continue his preaching which angered many people;

-the ruling tribe began to persecute the Muslims by beating them and boycotting their businesses; during public prayers, Muhammad was accosted and mocked; his followers were likewise treated poorly; but Muhammad remained steadfast.

-because of the persecution, the Muslims moved to Abyssinia (Ethiopia of today), and was protected by the Christian ruler there; after a time, he returned to Medina and continued his preaching; more converts joined his ranks

-but more idolaters sought to defeat him; this is because the message of Islam was social-political; Islam covers belief, society, behavior, ethics, etc.; this monotheistic belief system threatened the lucrative business that grew around the pilgrimages to the Ka’aba that so many Arabs enjoyed; 

-the ruling tribe soon found that within their reign, a small band of believers (a small “country” unto themselves) was rising up; the ruling party became more and more concerned and threatened by the Muslims, and the pressure increased against Muhammad

-in the year 620, Muhammad lost his beloved uncle Abu Talib (who never became a Muslim) and his wife Khadija; 

-after a few months Muhammad sought comfort by marrying the widow of one of the believers named Sawdah; he also later married Ayisha, the seven yr old daughter of his friend and early convert, Abu Bakr, whom he took into his home three yrs. later; according to Muslim historians, Muhammad had 12 wives when he died

C.
The Migration to Medina

-622 is a significant date for Muslims; it is known as the year of the Hijra, or Migration from Mecca to Yathrib (which later became Medina) where they established their first real Islamic community; 

-the Muslim calendar begins its history from July 16, 622, the first day of the lunar year in which the Hijra took place

-in Medina, he preached about Allah and monotheism and urged all people to return to the true faith of Abraham; 

-at that time in Median, he would pray facing Jerusalem, as did the Jews who were very populace in that city; he preached about repentance, one God, and forgiveness of sins; 

-his first sermon in Medina was on a Friday; therefore, Islamic congregational worship occurs on Fridays

-gradually however the Jews began to disapprove of him and his movement; he confronted them and told them they had misread the Scriptures; this estranged the Jews in the region 

-and finally one day while praying he suddenly changed direction and faced Mecca; he said the Ka’aba , in Mecca, was the true place of worship since it was built by Abraham; to this day, all Muslims are to face Mecca when praying

-after two years in Medina, the Muslims were not fairing too well financially; and that, combined with mild persecution, prompted a “revelation” to come to Muhammad permitting him to raid passing caravans; this he did and the Muslim financial problems were solved; 

-soon afterward, there was then a significant battle at Badr, where Muhammad, with 350 men, defeated an army of 1000 men; this boost gave confidence to the Muslims, encouraged more converts, and made the ruling tribe even more uneasy

-in the fifth year of the Hijra, the Kuraish, the ruling tribe, tried to destroy the Muslims, but failed; by now the Muslims were too strong, so the Kuraish never again tried to defeat them; 

-Muhammad than set his sights on Mecca; at one point in 628, Muhammad took 10,000 men and entered Mecca unchallenged; the leader of the Kuraish converted to Islam;

-from there Muhammad’s movement gained further momentum; in 631 two tribes joined Muhammad; they were the Hijaz and Najd; more and more important people began to convert to Islam including Umar and Hamza, two powerful people in the region; 

-from this time on, many battles ensued; in 625 there was the Battle of Uhud; in 627 the Battle of the Trench; in 628, Muhammad signs a treaty with Quraish; there is the Battle of Hunsin; in 630 Muhammad had conquered Mecca and he destroys all the idols in Mecca
-in 632, Muhammad delivers his last sermon, later falls ill, and dies in the presence of his favorite wife, Aisha, and her father, Abu-Bakr; 

-he was buried in Medina in his own house; his father-in-law becomes Caliph, the religious leader of Islam

-within the first two centuries after its inception in Arabia, Islam spread very quickly, often aided by sword (jihad), into North Africa, up through Europe to Spain, and east to India;

-the major sects in Islam are the Sunnites and the Shiites; 

-the Sunnites are the largest group and comprise about 90% of all Muslims; 

-the Shiites, though smaller in number, are significant inn Islamic history and presently occupy the lands of Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Saudi-Arabia, Yemen, and Persian Gulf states

-Many Muslims hope for shari’ah, the complete rule of Islamic law in the world; to this end, Muslims are seeking more converts, attacking other religious systems both by the sword and by word, moving into every nation, and seeking political power wherever they can achieve it

III.
THE KORAN
-Koran, “the reading” or “recitation”, broken into 114 chapters, called Suras or Suris (rows); 

-it is regarded by Muslims as the direct, literal word of God, and supercedes all previous documents of the Jews and Christians; 

-It was delivered by the angel Gabriel (whom they believe to be the Holy Spirit) to Muhammad over a 23 yr period, after his initial encounter with Gabriel in a cave when he was 40 years old.; the work is roughly the same size as the New Testament

-the Koran was revealed in the Arabic dialect used by the Kuraish tribe (the ruling tribe into which Mohammad was born) of Mecca of that time; 

-this dialect became the formal Arabic of the Islamic nations due to the distribution of Koranic scriptures throughout the Islamic empire

-the Koran deals mainly with what and how Allah wants mankind to believe and do in man’s moral struggle; its primary theme is that of complete submission to the will of Allah; 

-However it also teaches there is only one sovereign God; there will be an end of the world and judgment day; those who are not Muslims will go to hell; that those whose good deeds exceed their bad will obtain paradise; social and ethical behavior for Islamic society

-since Mohammad could not read or write, his companions wrote down what he said; these recitations were copied onto a variety of materials; papyrus, flat stones, palm leaves, shoulder blades and ribs of animals, pieces of leather and wooden boards; 

-additionally, these sayings were also to being memorized by Mohammad’s followers

-it wasn’t until the fourth religious leader of the Muslims that the whole Koran was finally assembled, approved and disseminated throughout the Muslim world

-the Koran also contains many biblical figure (Abraham, David, Moses, and Jesus), as well as non-biblical figures; however some of the accounts of biblical characters are different than the bible

-in addition to the Koran, is the Sunnah, a secondary source of authority; the Sunnah contains the Hadith, and is the sayings and deeds of Muhammad as recorded by his companions; they are oral traditions and are considered authoritative and instructive as commentaries and applications of Koranic principles

-the Hadith are inspired truths of God transmitted to us in style and words of Muhammad, where the Koran is the exact words of God which is supposed to be protected from corruption by Allah

IV.
THE BELIEFS OF ISLAM COMPARED TO CHRISTIANITY

(see chart at www.carm.org )

V.
THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM

-the core beliefs that shape Muslim thought, deed, and society; 

-a Muslim who fulfills the Five Pillars of Islam, remains in the faith of Islam, and sincerely repents of his sins, will make it to Jannah (paradise); if he performs the Five Pillars but does not remain in the faith, he will not be saved.

1.
Shahada: the Islamic proclamation that “There is no true God except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”

(This is the confession that Allah is the one and only true God, that Allah alone is worthy of worship, that Allah alone is the sovereign lord who does what he wills with whoever he wills. It means that all his rules and laws found in the Koran are to be followed.  It means that the Christian doctrine of God as a Trinity is false as are all other belief systems including pantheism; Mohammad is the true and greatest prophet of Allah and recognition of Mohammad as the Prophet of God is required; it was through Muhammad that Allah conveyed the last and final revelation)

2.
Prayer (Salat): involves confession of sins which begins with the purification of the body and ends with the purification of the soul; prayer is performed five times a day; the first prayer is at dawn and the last at sunset

3.
Fasting (Saum): the month of Ramadan is the month of fasting in Islam; it is an act of worship where the faithful follower denies his own needs and seeks Allah; usually, this fasting entails no drinking, eating during, or sexual relations during the daylight hours for the entire month of Ramadan

4.
Almsgiving or charity (Zakat): charity given to the poor; it benefit’s the poor and it helps the giver by moving him towards more holiness and submission to Allah; almsgiving is considered a form of worship to God

5.
Pilgrimage (Hajj): this is the pilgrimage to Mecca; all Muslims, if they are able, are to make a pilgrimage to Mecca; it involves financial sacrifice and is an act of worship; Muslims must make the pilgrimage the first half of the last month of the lunar year.

VI.
JIHAD: HOLY STRUGGLE OR HOLY WAR?

A.
The Greater and the Lesser Jihad

-Jihad has been interpreted by Muslims in different ways; 

-the Muslim sect of the Kharijites has elevated Jihad to one of the Five Pillars of Islam--making it Six Pillars

-this kind of belief is seen in the extremist Muslim groups we call terrorists; they use the concept of Jihad as a justification for killing anyone who isn’t a Muslim; 

-however, most Muslims disagree with this extremist position of some Muslims and advocate peace; these Muslims view Jihad as a spiritual struggle against evil in a metaphorical sense

-for the most part, there is the Greater and Lesser Jihad; 

-the greater Jihad is the internal spiritual struggle of the Muslim toward submission to Allah; 

-the Lesser Jihad is Holy War against non-Muslims based on principle of belief; it is this latter that has caused the most concern among Westerners

-according to Islamic scholars, a jihad is “permitted only in self-defense or against tyranny and oppression--not as a tool to promote Islam”

-but experts added, the ancient Islamic empires were built as much by force as by persuasions; Islam’s founder, Mohammed, frequently used force, or the threat of it, to unify the nomadic tribes of the Arabian peninsula; 

-the caliphs, who succeeded Mohammed as leaders of the Arab world, successfully took up arms against the Christian Byzantine Empire in Egypt and the Holy Land; by the end of the ninth century, Arabian armies had extended Islamic power from Spain to the borders of India

B.
Jihad, the Holy War, In the Koran

-does the Koran teach Jihad? Yes

[61.4] Surely Allah loves those who fight in His way in ranks as if they were a firm and compact wall.

[2.190] And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with you, and do not exceed the limits, surely Allah does not love those who exceed the limits.
[2.191] And kill them wherever you find them, and drive them out from whence they drove you out, and persecution is severer than slaughter, and do not fight with them at the Sacred Mosque until they fight with you in it, but if they do fight you, then slay them; such is the recompense of the unbelievers.
[2.192] But if they desist, then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
[2.193] And fight with them until there is no persecution, and religion should be only for Allah, but if they desist, then there should be no hostility except against the oppressors.

[4.74] Therefore let those fight in the way of Allah, who sell this world's life for the hereafter; and whoever fights in the way of Allah, then be he slain or be he victorious, We shall grant him a mighty reward.
[4.75] And what reason have you that you should not fight in the way of Allah and of the weak among the men and the women and the children, (of) those who say: Our Lord! cause us to go forth from this town, whose people are oppressors, and give us from Thee a guardian and give us from Thee a helper.
[4.76] Those who believe fight in the way of Allah, and those who disbelieve fight in the way of the Shaitan. Fight therefore against the friends of the Shaitan; surely the strategy of the Shaitan is weak.

[61.10] O you who believe! shall I lead you to a merchandise which may deliver you from a painful chastisement?
[61.11] You shall believe in Allah and His Apostle, and struggle hard in Allah's way with your property and your lives; that is better for you, did you but know!
[61.12] He will forgive you your faults and cause you to enter into gardens, beneath which rivers flow, and goodly dwellings in gardens of perpetuity; that is the mighty achievement;


C.
Jihad in the Sunnah and Hadith (Mohammad’s commentaries)

“The Prophet said, ‘The person who participates in (Holy battles) in Allah’s cause and nothing compels him to do so except belief in Allah and His Apostles, will be recompensed by Allah either with a reward, or booty (if he survives) or will be admitted to Paradise (if he is killed in the battle as a martyr).  Had I not found it difficult for my followers, then I would not remain behind any sariya going for Jihad; and I would have loved to be martyred in Allah’s cause and then made alive, and then martyred and then made alive, and then again martyred in His cause.” Volume 1 Book 2 Number 35, Narrated Abu Huraira

“Allah’s Apostle said, “A pious slave gets a double reward.” Abu Huraira added: “But Him in Whose Hands my soul is but for Jihad (I.e. holy battles), Hajj, and my duty to serve my mother, I would have loved to die as a slave. Volume 3 Book 46, Number 724: Narrated Abu Huraira

“Allah’s Apostle said, “Allah guarantees (the person who carries out Jihad in His Cause and nothing compelled him to go out but Jihad in His Cause and the belief in His Word) that He will either admit him into Paradise (Martyrdom) or return him with reward or booty he has earned to his residence from where he went out.” Volume 9, Book 93, Number 555: Narrated Abu Huraira

D.
Should We Be Concerned?

-why is understanding the Islamic position of Jihad important? Simple. People act according to their beliefs; if a large group of people believers that war against “unbelievers” is a holy thing, that it is a thing sanctioned from God, then those who are not Muslims should be concerned; 

-by far the majority of Muslims in this country have been polite and peace loving; 

-but in other parts of the world, Jihad is taken to extremes not simply by terrorists, but by Islamic led governments

-in Egypt, a Muslim country, Christians have been persecuted heavily for their faith and only recently are things beginning to change

-the government of Sudan, a fundamentalist regime that represents only 10% of the population in Sudan, has declared a holy war (jihad) against Christians and animists in their own country; since 1985, this reign of terror is responsible for the murder of over 2 million Sudanese, and over 4 million have been displace; the government of Sudan will to stop short of total annihilation of all Christians and all others that do not believe in this totalitarian regime; during government sponsored raids in peaceful villages, men are killed; village elders are hacked with machetes and left for dead; the village is burned and devastated; and women and children are captured as slaves; slaves are subjected by their masters to systematic physical and psychological torture, including gang rape, beatings, death threats, genital mutilation and forcible conversion to Islam

-the Muslims could cite the Crusades or the Inquisition as examples of “Christian behavior”; in response, the Crusades, right or wrong, were a retaliation against the Islamic Jihad that was sweeping through Europe; the Inquisition on the other hand is a perfect example of what happens when a religious group gets in power and  tries to root out exegetics and blasphemers; Islam is no different

-when the Koran, the Holy Book of Islam, advocates Holy War, when the very sayings and deeds of their beloved Prophet Muhammad advocate Jihad, and when we see some Islamic nations killing non-Muslims--how can we not be worried about what they would do if they had control of the world…as is their goal?

E.
Reaching Muslims for Christ

-recommendation for Samy Tanagho’s book: GLAD NEWS! GOD LOVES YOU MY MUSLIM FRIEND

-peruse the website of Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry www.carm.org 

-love, not hatred or resentment, will win over those lost in false religions

-be informed, but not insulting; be willing to listen, but keep to the subject of grace vs. works

V.
THE BELIEFS OF ISLAM

A. 
God (Allah)

-Allah is the one and only deity in all existence (5:73; 112:1-4), 

[5.73] Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the three; and there is no god but the one God, and if they desist not from what they say, a painful chastisement shall befall those among them who disbelieve.

[112.1] Say: He, Allah, is One.

[112.2] Allah is He on Whom all depend.

[112.3] He begets not, nor is He begotten.

[112.4] And none is like Him.

-He is supreme, all knowing (40:20),

[40.20] And Allah judges with the truth; and those whom they call upon besides Him cannot judge aught; surely Allah is the Hearing, the Seeing.

 -He is ever-present, different from all of creation (3:191)

[3.191] Those who remember Allah standing and sitting and lying on their sides and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth: Our Lord! Thou hast not created this in vain! Glory be to Thee; save us then from the chastisement of the fire:

-He is in complete control of all things.

-He created the universe in six days (2:29; 25:61-62)

[2.29] He it is Who created for you all that is in the earth, and He directed Himself to the heaven, so He made them complete seven heavens, and He knows all things.

[25.61] Blessed is He Who made the constellations in the heavens and made therein a lamp and a shining moon.

[25.62] And He it is Who made the night and the day to follow each other for him who desires to be mindful or desires to be thankful.
-All that is in the universe continues to exist by his permission and will; 

-He is non-Trinitarian (5:73)

[5.73] Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the three; and there is no god but the one God, and if they desist not from what they say, a painful chastisement shall befall those among them who disbelieve.

-He is absolute and eternal.

B.
Muhammad

-Second only to the Islamic belief in the unity/oneness of god is the supremacy of Muhammad as Allah’s prophet;

C.
Other Biblical Characters

-but Islam acknowledges that several prophets preceded Muhammad; the major ones are Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and Jesus; 

-these prophets gave revelations from God which were written as scriptures; mainly, the Old and New Testaments; these predecessors to Muhammad are considered great prophets who spoke for God to specific people and whose message was meant for that time; 

-Jesus, then, was simply one of many prophets according to Islam; 

D.
Major Differences to Christianity

-they deny the Christian doctrine of the deity of Jesus, the need for His atoning sacrifice (4:157-158),

[4.157] And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son of Marium, the apostle of Allah; and they did not kill him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those who differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for sure.

[4.158] Nay! Allah took him up to Himself; and Allah is Mighty, Wise.

 the Trinity (5:73),

[5.73] Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the three; and there is no god but the one God, and if they desist not from what they say, a painful chastisement shall befall those among them who disbelieve.

 -no sacrifice is needed to be forgiven, only faith in Allah, sincere repentance, and obedience to Islamic law (3:135; 7:8-9; 21:47; 49:14; 66:8-9);

[3.135] And those who when they commit an indecency or do injustice to their souls remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their faults-- and who forgives the faults but Allah, and (who) do not knowingly persist in what they have done.

[7.8] And the measuring out on that day will be just; then as for him whose measure (of good deeds) is heavy, those are they who shall be successful;

[7.9] And as for him whose measure (of good deeds) is light those are they who have made their souls suffer loss because they disbelieved in Our communications.

[21.47] And We will set up a just balance on the day of resurrection, so no soul shall be dealt with unjustly in the least; and though there be the weight of a grain of mustard seed, (yet) will We bring it, and sufficient are We to take account.

[49.14] The dwellers of the desert say: We believe. Say: You do not believe but say, We submit; and faith has not yet entered into your hearts; and if you obey Allah and His Apostle, He will not diminish aught of your deeds; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

[66.8] O you who believe! turn to Allah a sincere turning; maybe your Lord will remove from you your evil and cause you to enter gardens beneath which rivers flow, on the day on which Allah will not abase the Prophet and those who believe with him; their light shall run on before them and on their right hands; they shall say: Our Lord! make perfect for us our light, and grant us protection, surely Thou hast power over all things.

[66.9] O Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers and the hypocrites, and be hard against them; and their abode is hell; and evil is the resort.

-in fact, in Islam, the greatest of sins, called shirk, is to attribute “partners” to god.; in other words, to say that god is a trinity of persons is an unforgivable sin to a Muslim

-the primary truth of Islam is found in the first “pillar of Islam known as the shahda: “There is not true god except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”

-Islam teaches that angels were created from light, that Jinn are another race of beings, created from fire, who are invisible yet all around us, that there is an eternal judgment to Paradise for the good and hell for the bad, that Jesus was never crucified, that drinking alcohol is forbidden as is gambling., etc.

