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“Where are the Other Nine?”

Luke 17:11-19
Introduction:

I.
The Encounter vv. 11-13
A.
The End of the Journey v. 11
11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 

-this incident is only recorded in the gospel of Luke; it shows the compassion and mercy that flowed from the Lord, even as He was making His way to Jerusalem for the final time

-Jesus is now making His last journey to the city of Jerusalem; He knows what will happen there; He had already told His disciples that He would be betrayed into the hands of men and He would be killed and would rise again on the third day
Luke 9:45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying. NKJV
-although Jesus knew what lay ahead in the next few weeks, He didn’t “hole up” and become consumed with self-pity; He continued to serve and touch people’s lives
-verse 11 tells us that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee; a better translation would be that He passed along the border between Samaria and Galilee

-as seen from the chapters that follow Jesus’ route to Jerusalem took Him to Jericho; normally this route would take Him along the Jordan Valley, rather than through the middle of Samaria

B.
The Encounter with Ten Lepers v. 12
12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 

-leprosy was a disease which the Jewish rabbis taught was a punishment for some sin and a mark of God’s displeasure; cleansing lepers was part of the calling Jesus put upon the Apostles as mentioned in Mt. 10 and as proof of His own Messiahship to John the Baptist in Mt. 11
-lepers were not allowed to come into the city; they usually lived in colonies outside the city, nearby the place where the city’s refuse was dumped

-they were not allowed by Jewish law to be near healthy people, for the belief was that they could contaminate others with their disease; many of them were so disfigured by the disease that it was difficult to recognize their facial features

-leprosy is a disease that destroys the nerve endings especially in the extremities, thereby making it all the more damaging to the body; when an ankle is sprained, or a hand is put too close to a fire, there is no alert system functioning to cause the rest of the body to draw back or to take weight off the injured ankle

-so as Jesus and His disciples are about to enter this certain city, these ten lepers are coming down the road; probably when they see Jesus and His disciples, they hurry off the road to keep a safe distance; the rabbinical declaration of that “safe” distance was a hundred paces (100 x 3 = 300 feet, a football field)
-yet they recognized Him and all the news of how Jesus had healed lepers on many occasions in Galilee came to mind and brought them to hope that He would do the same for them

-we know from this section that one of these lepers was a citizen of Samaria; the rest were probably Jewish; even though the tradition of the times caused the Jews to distain the Samaritans because of past history and compromised bloodlines, yet their common disease broke down those walls; crisis has a way of bringing down walls of prejudice, at least for a time

-the disease of leprosy is a symbol of the spiritual disease of sin that affects the life and destroys the future of the individual; there was no known cure for leprosy; yet there was provision in the law of Moses for the cleansed leper
-the ceremonial rite that was to be followed was a foreshadow of the work of Christ Jesus on the cross of Calvary; this is a study all its own which we may teach on in the near future

-once a person contracted leprosy, his life was over for all intensive purposes; he was excommunicated from the social life of the family and city; his employment was over; his support was no longer available; it was a living incarceration worse than prison with no hope of parole
-the only company was now that of other lepers; and if leprosy was contagious, then they were constantly being exposed with no hope of healing

C.
The Entreating for Mercy v. 13
13 And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 

-notice these ten all raise their voices to Jesus, rather than see if He will come to them; they are facing the one hope in all their life of being healed; it is worth the risk of being shunned by others; their desperate situation brought them to desperate measures to chance being healed by Jesus
-mercy is what is requested; they knew they didn’t deserve to be healed, especially with the common notion that leprosy was a sign of God’s displeasure against them
-in the midst of their leprosy they cry out for mercy; so in the midst of our sin, we are to cry out to Jesus and count Him as Master, asking for mercy from Him 
II.
The Healing v. 14

14 So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 

A.
The Command

-Jesus must have had to speak quite loudly if these ten were at such a distance away; why didn’t Jesus touch these lepers, as He had done with the one leper recorded in Mt. 8? 

-this is one of the mysteries of how the Father works; the healing isn’t in the formula of how the healing took place; the healing is from the power of the living God, not the methodology

-sometimes we see Jesus speaking the word and the healing takes place; sometimes He actually touches the sick or diseased person; one time He spit and touched the tongue of the mute man; another time He put His fingers into the ears of the deaf man; one time He spat upon the ground, made mud of the spittle, and daubed the eyes of the blind man telling him to make his way through Jerusalem, down the many steps to the pool of Siloam and to wash off the mud

-at this time, the word of the Father to the Son was to have them, first of all, “Go”; Jesus didn’t say, “Come to me”; the next command was to show themselves to the priests

-where were the priests? in Jerusalem; this location was quite a ways from Jerusalem; notice the command to Go, show yourselves… was given BEFORE they were healed

-remember these ten lepers faced constant rejection and ridicule from young and old because of their disease; it was what their life had amounted to 24/7; now here is Jesus, the Master, the One that had healed so many lepers before, telling them to put themselves in “harms way” once again

-in one sense, Jesus was telling them to face all that rejection and ridicule squarely, and go forward at His command; all ten of these men had faith in Jesus’ ability to heal them; it’s why they all cried out

-why would Jesus want them to go show themselves to the priests? I believe it was not merely for the sake of the ten lepers, but for the sake of the priests; I believe that Jesus wanted the priests to make a connection between the rites for cleansing a leper, and the work that He would do on the cedar cross in a few weeks

-Jesus’ healing power was a testimony of a greater power to forgive sin by the payment of His life on that cross of Calvary.

B.
The Cleansing
-it was only after they had started down the road to Jerusalem in obedience to Jesus command that they found themselves healed; maybe it was one of them who happened to look upon another in the group; maybe it was that sense of the virtue of God overwhelming their body and soul
-notice the wording here: the text doesn’t say they were healed, but that they were cleansed; the healing had brought a cleansing of body, as a testimony of that desire of God to cleanse the soul
-can you imagine the joy and excitement these individuals had at that moment? I imagine them dancing and shouting, and laughing, and crying for joy, and praising God

-yet it seems in the midst of all this ruckus one of them stopped and turned back; the others just kept on going down the road; we never know if they made it to Jerusalem or not; one thing is for sure: they didn’t follow the Samaritan back to Jesus

III.
The Thanksgiving vv. 15-17
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 
A.
The Return to Jesus v. 15

-what made this man return to Jesus? why didn’t the others join him? all were thankful that they were no longer afflicted with this living death; but only one came back to give thanks to Jesus

-the Samaritan was not a religious person, skilled in all the nuances of Jewish law; he believed in God, but there was so much he didn’t understand about God

B.
The Response of Worship and Thanksgiving v. 16
-yet one thing he knew right now: God had shown Himself through this Jewish Rabbi Jesus; therefore it was his duty to go back and worship Him; this is the sense of falling down on his face at Jesus’ feet

-the giving of thanks is a sacrifice well pleasing to the Lord; to be thankful that your life is doing well is one thing; but to take that thanks and bring it to Jesus in worship is something altogether different

-this should have been the action of all ten, especially of those who were Jewish; Jesus came to His own people as their Messiah, their promised King; 

-the nine Jewish men went on to see the priests; but this one Samaritan came back to Jesus to be like a priest, ministering to the Lord
-some would say that while the other nine when to the priests in Jerusalem, the Samaritan went to the High Priest of Heaven itself to show himself cleansed, not only in body but in spirit
C.
The Recognition of Thanks by Jesus v. 17
17 So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?  18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?"  

-when we consider the statement of Jesus here, there are a few things to point out; what was Jesus’ first response to this Samaritan? it wasn’t some lecture on how the Samaritans had the wrong theology, or had a history of idolatry; it was truth, compassion, and affirmation

-Jesus does call the Samaritan a foreigner, but only as a matter of reference to the fact that there was more spiritual sensitivity in the foreigner than among His own people; this would be a precursor of things to come when the door to salvation would be opened to the Gentiles
-Jesus notices those who don’t come back and say thank you after He has done a marvelous work;  when Jesus dined in the home of Simon the Pharisee, He noticed how Simon had disrespected Jesus even in the little things such as the normal foot washing given to a guest
-maybe Simon was afraid of becoming unclean in some fashion by this unorthodox Rabbi who seemed to skirt the requirements of rabbinical law and ceremonies

-and then to have this woman of ill repute come in a wash Jesus’ feet with her tears and wipe His feet with her very hair capped off his disrespectful opinion of Jesus

-it has been said that an unthankful heart is the soil in which all kinds of sin takes root; Rom. 1 reveals this 
-but on the other hand, when there is a thankful and grateful heart over the little things, the simple things, as well as the huge things that God does in your life—when there is a fellowshipping in the things of the Lord with other believers, Jesus records it all

-I have an accountability software program on my computer that sends to another person all the sites I visit on the internet; there is a little x at the bottom of my screen to always remind me that I am being monitored

-so it is with heaven; what is my basis for this belief?
Malachi 3:16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, And the LORD listened and heard them; So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear the LORD And who meditate on His name. NKJV
-book of remembrance: how is your book in heaven? most of you with children have a book on each of your children; you have the lock of hair from their first haircut; you have their birth certificate; you have those pictures of them in the hospital nursery, all those pictures of their birthdays and their first words
-I believe there is a similar book in heaven; all those notes I have written to the Lord that I have shredded are there in heaven; even the tears I have shed over my own sins and the sins of others have been noticed by the Lord; all the times I have poured out my heart in the grief of my soul
Ps 56:8 You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book? NKJV
-19 And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."  NKJV
-after making the point that the other nine had not come back to glorify God before Jesus, He says to the Samaritan: Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”; isn’t it interesting that Jesus doesn’t direct the Samaritan back to the priests in Jerusalem? it is because this man HAD gone to the High Priest of heaven
-this man’s faith, although not a member of the commonwealth of Israel, had released this healing; the healing was brought about by the power of God in Jesus; the man’s faith had opened the door to experience the healing personally

-God chooses His own times of physical healing; but salvation, the healing of the soul and spirit, is always available; but there must be an act of faith on our part to release that healing and restoration
-this man was made well, or as the King James Version writes it “made whole”; this was not just a physical healing that took place in this man; he was made whole spiritually as well
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