03-24-02 Palm Sunday

“Weeping Over Jerusalem”

Luke 19:29-44

Introduction:
I.
Preparing for the Inaugural Procession vv. 29-35a

A.
The Instruction vv. 29-31

-Jesus had steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, and He knew what lay ahead

-the day of His manifestation to Israel was a foreordained time, pointed out by the prophets Daniel, Zechariah, Isaiah and others

-the Mount of Transfiguration was the turning point of Jesus’ public ministry

Luke 9:30-31

30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. NKJV

-from that time on, Jesus spoke much of His death and resurrection

-and Luke 18:31-33 reveals to us how clearly Jesus was seeking to prepare them for what lay ahead even before they got to Jericho

Luke 18:31-34

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. 33 They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again." 34 But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which were spoken.  NKJV

-He went on ahead…nothing would deter Him from this set purpose

Isa 50:4-7

4 "The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know how to speak A word in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned. 5 The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And I was not rebellious, Nor did I turn away. 6 I gave My back to those who struck Me, And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting. 

7 "For the Lord GOD will help Me; Therefore I will not be disgraced; Therefore I have set My face like a flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed. NKJV

-Bethphage (house of figs) was just at the top of the Mount of Olives, with Bethany (house of dates) a little down the back side, on the road leading out to Jericho

-it was in Mary’s and Martha’s and Lazarus’ house in Bethany that Jesus was housed six days before the Passover (Jn. 12); this meal was probably the Shabbat meal

-the text here in Luke tells us that Jesus sent two of His disciples into the village opposite where they were standing, and right at the entrance would be a colt tied up which had never been ridden before

-this was in fulfillment of the prophecies that were spoken by Zech.

Zech 9:9 "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey. NKJV

-and Mt, Mk and Jn quote this verse as being a prophetic landmark pointing to Jesus

-Jesus wasn’t seeking to fulfill these prophecies because it was His duty to do so; they were spoken in advance, for the Word of God incarnate knew what He would do

-the disciples were to take the initiative and just loose the colt and bring him to Jesus

-Matthew’s gospel points out that the mother of the donkey was with the colt and that both of them were brought to Jesus; but Jesus rode on the colt that had never been ridden

-because the Lord has need of it…isn’t it amazing that occasionally our reasoning can be our worst enemy in following the leading of the Spirit of God? how reasonable was it that the two disciples should just walk up to a young colt and just take it?

B.
The Inquiry vv. 32-35

-and sure enough, the owners asked just that question; but remember: this was an appointed time in all of eternity for the Messiah to be revealed to Jerusalem in this fashion; the disciples were being allowed to be a part of history fulfilled

-why would Jesus ride in on a colt instead of a royal steed? the unridden, untamed colt was a better symbol of Christ’s meek and peaceful character than would a horse;

-riding in on a horse would bring to the people’s mind the normal expectation of conquering the nations, which was not Jesus’ first mission at His first coming

 -it is interesting to consider what John wrote at this particular point, especially as being one of the twelve who were with Jesus

John 12:16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him. NKJV

II.
Praises to the Messiah vv. 35b-40

A.
Ascending to the Top of Mt. Olivet vv. 35b-38

-so now was the time for Jesus to be openly proclaimed as the Messiah of Israel; and it was essential that it be proclaimed beginning from the Mount of Olives

-why was it so important that Jesus make this proclamation from the Mount of Olives? Because the Lord had directed the people through prophecy to watch for the Messiah’s inaugural procession beginning from the top of Mt. Olivet

Ezek 11:23 And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and stood on the mountain, which is on the east side of the city. NKJV

Ezek 43:2 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory. NKJV

Ezek 43:4 And the glory of the LORD came into the temple by way of the gate which faces toward the east. NKJV

-but the Scripture in Ezek 43 refers to a time when the Messiah, the Prince will be ruling from Jerusalem from the rebuilt temple; Jesus’ first coming was to conquer sin and death

-isn’t it interesting that He came in to Jerusalem here through the east gate into the temple; and 40 days after His resurrection, He ascended up into heaven from the Mount of Olives, waiting till the fullness of time when He would return on this same mount to rule and reign as Lord over all Nations!
-the prophecy in Zech. 14 is a reference to His second coming from heaven when He would set up His earthly kingdom 

Zech 14:3-4

3 Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of battle. 

4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south. NKJV

Rev 19:11-14

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.

-they (the disciples) threw their own clothes on the colt…doing this was something they had seen done to persons of royalty; and since they did believe that this was His inaugural parade into Jerusalem as the Messiah, it was fitting that they take off their garments and lay it on the colt for Jesus to sit upon

-And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. This was an ancient Oriental way of expressing the homage of a people toward their sovereign 

-all this was being done on the back side of the Mount of Olives, just before they reached the top

-vv. 37-38: Ps 118 points to the time when the Messiah will be revealed to Israel

Ps 118:19-29

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise the LORD. 20 This is the gate of the LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter. 21 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation. 

22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the LORD's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 27 God is the LORD, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 28 You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. 

29 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. NKJV

B.
Accusation from the Pharisees vv. 39-40

-So important is this time in all of eternity that nothing would hinder the fulfillment of the open acknowledgment of Him being the long-awaited Messiah

-it is interesting that those so learned in the Scriptures, who wrapped themselves in their own self-righteousness couldn’t discern the Messiah being right in their midst!

III.
Pain Over the Unbelief of Israel vv. 41-44

A.
Weeping Over the City vv. 41-42

-have you noticed the three different emotions being recorded in Luke’s gospel?

-the crowd of the disciples is going wild with excitement and joy (as they should)

-the Pharisees are scoffing and scorning the excitement

-and here is Jesus weeping over the city

-this weeping is different that the recorded weeping of Jesus over the death of Lazarus

NT:1145 dakruoo: to weep, shed tears: John 11:35 Jesus wept. NKJV

NT:2799 klaio (klah'-yo); of uncertain affinity; to sob, i.e. wail aloud (whereas NT:1145 is rather to cry silently): KJV - bewail, weep.

Matthew 2:18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. KJV

Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. KJV

Mark 5:39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. KJV

Revelation 5:4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. KJV

B.
Woe to the City! vv. 43-44

-the crowd of disciples didn’t notice the breaking heart of the Lord Jesus; they were so caught up in their own excitement that they missed the lesson of how the unbelief of the city hindered them from experiencing the peace of God set aside for them

-the same can be true of our own lives; we can just go along getting caught up in the circumstances of our day and year, and not pay any attention to how the unbelief of the people around us break the heart of the Lord Jesus

-how we need to have our own hearts changed to be like His!

-are there areas of unbelief in our own lives? how does the Lord see these areas?
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