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“Where’s Jesus?”

Luke 2:41-52

Introduction:
-I hate the feeling of losing something important to me (e.g.: the lost suitcase in Moscow, Aug. ’95)

-How much more when it’s your own child! (e.g.: 3 yr. old Jesse lost in Sears department store)

-this morning we will look at a text of Scripture which reveals an experience of Joseph and Mary losing Jesus for a time—the panic that set in, the words that were said

-and then we will look at the common experience in our own lives that happens this time of year: we forget Who’s birthday we are celebrating, because we’ve gotten caught up in the celebration experience

-read Lk. 2:41-52, pray

I.
Forgetting to Watch for Jesus vv. 41-45

A.
The Pleasantness of the Celebration vv. 41-43a

-v. 41: His parents went to Jerusalem every year…this gives us some understanding of the religious commitment and dedication of Joseph and Mary

-although it was not legally mandatory for women to come to these feasts, Rabbinical custom allowed and encouraged the attendance of women, and Mary took advantage of this

-the homes in Jerusalem were always open to the pilgrims from around the country for the Passover celebration

-it is possible that Joseph and Mary stayed with friends or acquaintances living in Jerusalem that were family friends or those they had met over the years; they had the Passover meal there, as well as partaking in the celebrations during the Feast of Unleavened Bread

-v. 42: when He was twelve years old…according to common observance of the law, the Bar-Mitzvah (son of the Commandment) was to take place in Jerusalem at the temple when the son was 13 yrs. old

-but according to Rabbinical custom, the legal age was anticipated by two years, or at least by one; this is why Luke put “according to the custom of the feast”

-so this was Jesus’ first Pascal feast in Jerusalem, which took place after His 12th birthday

-this must have been an exciting time for the family of Joseph and Mary; Jesus was the oldest of the children, and it would have been a special time for the three of them to rejoice together at this longed for experience

-as they made their way up from Nazareth, pilgrims from around Galilee and later Judea would join them in the procession up to Jerusalem

-along the way they would sing the songs of ascent (Ps. 120-134), probably accompanied by the flute; the pilgrimage was a tremendously exciting time for all the travelers, making the journey pass by quickly

-it would be likely that once the family entered Jerusalem, they would make contact with the family they would stay with, and introduce to them their child, Jesus, the one they probably boasted about during the previous years at the Passover

-think of what it may have been like for Jesus, entering this Holy City for the first time; the last time He had been in Jerusalem was at His presentation in the temple as a Babe of almost three months old

-we know from this context that there were stirrings in His heart over the Heavenly Calling in His life from His Heavenly Father, combined with the willing obedience to His earthly mother, Mary, and His step-father, Joseph

-v. 43: when they had finished the days… according to tradition, attendance at the feast was mandatory for only the first two days; thereafter the pilgrims were allowed to go back home if they desired, for there were no more special presentations for the remainder of the Pascal week

-as they returned…how would it have been possible for them to have not had Jesus right with them when they left Jerusalem? Maybe He had been with some of His cousins or other children of the acquaintances from Galilee or Nazareth

-He had always been such a good Child, that they didn’t have to worry about Him; and now that they were on their way home, their thoughts likely turned to getting back to the responsibilities of the business in Nazareth, making ends meet

-lest we be too hard on Joseph and Mary, let’s consider this: how easy it is for us, in the midst of our business, to just simply forget about Jesus!

-things have gone well, we have enjoyed ourselves, included Him in our celebrations; and then it’s on to everyday business and making ends meet—and we just simply forget about Jesus, thinking that He’s in the crowd coming along

-but Jesus is listening to His Heavenly Father’s plan; and many times that plan takes a different time table and different direction than ours; and we head off in our own pathway, not acknowledging Jesus, but assuming that it’s all up to us—and off we go!

B.
The Panic Over the Loss of Jesus vv. 43b-45

-v. 43b: And Joseph and His mother did not know it…why did Jesus linger behind in Jerusalem and not ask His mother and Joseph if He could, or where He was going to be? 

-It is possible that the inner sense upon His spirit here at age 12 was so strong from His Heavenly Father, that He knew His Heavenly Father would communicate with them all that they needed to know

-one thing we can know for sure is that it was not sin for Jesus to linger behind in Jerusalem and not tell His earthly parents, because He was being obedient to His Heavenly Father

-v. 44: supposing Him to have been in the company… how did Joseph and Mary go an entire day’s journey and not check on this precious cargo? again, He was a Child they didn’t have to worry about…much

-The ordinary day's journey among the Jews was twenty to thirty miles, but when traveling in company, only ten miles

-and according to the common Rabbinical allowance and practice at this time, the route went through Samaria up to Galilee; the ten mile distance would then have put them around the city of Bethel; or they may have gone down to Jericho and up the Jordan River valley, and this would have put them at the base of the Judean hills just as they entered the Jordan Valley

-(they) sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances…what could have been said by the relatives about the parenting skills of Joseph and Mary? “How could you just not check on your oldest son?” “What were you thinking?” “What if some evil happens to Him?”

-This was to be the among the first of the difficult trials they would bear in being the caregivers over this Son of the Highest

-v. 45: when they did not find Him…imagine what thoughts may have gone through their minds in light of all that went on over the birth and first year of this Child?

-remember the last time Jesus was in Judea and the circumstances that surrounded it? Joseph was awakened in the night and told to flee Bethlehem, because there were those set on destroying the Child

-so “could that have happened now?” “How could we have been so irresponsible before God?” Imagine the potential condemnation of their conscience over this oversight! And what dangers could have happened along the way, with marauding bands of outlaws, or at the hand of the Romans?

-what thoughts would naturally have gone through their minds at night, and searching throughout the streets and shops of Jerusalem? what extra expenses would Joseph and Mary have had to pay during the three days of panic in Jerusalem? They were not a family of means, but just making it hand to mouth

-actually, when we consider what may have gone through the minds of Joseph and Mary at this time, we can see a little of ourselves; we can get so caught up in the celebrations at this time of recognizing Jesus’ birth, that we forget to focus on who’s birthday we are celebrating! 

-We celebrate the fellowship of family and friends, but don’t introduce our Savior to them; we just suppose that Jesus is hanging around in the crowd, and He will make Himself at home off to the side

-We give gifts to one another, but hold back the one gift He desires from us—our whole devotion and life submitted to Him!

II.
Finding Jesus in the Temple vv. 46-51

A.
Finding Jesus in the Temple vv. 46-47

-v. 46: so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple… some Bible commentators believe that the three days included the first day they left and didn’t find him, and the journey back would take a day (during which they would have checked all along the route), and on the third day they found Him in the temple

-losing Jesus for three days—doesn’t this remind you of another time the disciples of Jesus “lost” Him for three days? Remember those “three days” after His death on the cross? 

-Yet Jesus wasn’t lost, He was about His Father’s business, heralding the victory over sin and death in Hades according to 1 Pet. 3

-notice how they found Jesus: sitting (at rest); He wasn’t full of anxiety over being separated from His earthly parents

-actually He was busy about His Heavenly Father’s business in His Father’s house: 

1. listening, 2. asking questions, 3. answering their questions

-v. 47: His understanding and answers… (Gk.: “His combinative insight and discerning answers”) at age twelve, this was most unusual for these Doctors of the Law; never before had they experienced such a insightful and discerning Child in the deep matters of God’s law and conflicts of between men

B.
Faulting Jesus for Troubling Them  vv. 48-51

-v. 48: when they saw Him, they were amazed… I find it an interesting contrast to see the amazement of Mary and Joseph compared to the astonishment of the teachers in the Temple

-the amazement of Mary and Joseph was: “How could He have done this to us?” and the astonishment of the teachers was: “How does this Child have such insight?”

-this reminds me of the two different reactions to Jesus even today: like Mary and Joseph, those of us that are believers in Christ Jesus can eventually come to the place in our thinking where we view our troubles in life as the result of Jesus’ oversight or attending to business other places; and we are amazed that He has “put us through such a terrible trial”

-and yet those who are being drawn to Jesus as their Savior and Lord are astonished by His wisdom, and by the offer of eternal life and forgiveness of sins through His sacrifice on the cross of Calvary

-His mother said to Him, ‘Son, why have You done this to us?…notice that it was Mary and not Joseph who asked Jesus the question; the question gave the hint of accusation of unfairness and disrespect; mom’s have a way of not holding back their true feelings! actually, it was more the responsibility of the parents

-Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously… “Look at how You’ve made us so anxious over these last three days”, as if it is His fault for the anxiety in them

-isn’t this what we can accuse Jesus of today when things go “wrong” in our lives? “Why have You done this to us?”; actually if Joseph and Mary had prayed and quieted their hearts before the Lord, God the Father may have just set that peace and knowledge into their hearts on where He was

-when things “go wrong” in our lives the best and first thing to do is to stop and get alone with the Lord in prayer for a season

-there we will find the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and the Scriptures that He will use to give us direction and peace regarding the crisis at hand

-v. 49: He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know… that I must (have been) about My Father’s business?…” notice that Jesus also asks them why?  Why did you seek Me (with such anxiety of heart)? To Him, He was at such peace and assurance of abiding in His Father’s direction in His Father’s house that their anxiety made no sense to Him

-v. 50: But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them…This reveals that the discovery of the fullness of who Jesus was came in a progressive fashion to Mary and Joseph, even though the angel, Gabriel had made it clear that this was the “Son of the Highest”

-v. 51: Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them… this shows that it was the Heavenly Father’s will for Jesus to be submitted to His earthly parents until the time of His Calling to Public Ministry

-it would be another 18 years of normal, humble living in the city of Nazareth, yearly coming to Jerusalem for these feasts; we are not told of any other encounter between Jesus and the teachers in Jerusalem, although the absence in Scripture does not cancel out such meetings

-remember that those things the Holy Spirit impressed upon the hearts and minds of the Gospel writers were significant to the goals of their Gospel; even the Apostle John writes at the end of his Gospel:

John 21:25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.

-apparently Jesus learned the trade of Joseph, a carpenter (as some have suggested a carpenter was more like a handyman); the Scriptures do not tell of what happened to Joseph; apparently he died before the commencement of Jesus’ public ministry to Israel at the age of 30
Mark 6:3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?" So they were offended at Him. NKJV

Matt 13:55 Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? NKJV

John 6:42 And they said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, 'I have come down from heaven'?" NKJV

-but His mother kept all these things in her heart.”… there would be several times that this kind of statement is made concerning Mary; again, her understanding was a progressive understanding of the nature and work of her Son of miraculous birth

-so our own personal experience in the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord is progressive; as Paul states in Philippians 3

Phil 3:7-11

7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.

8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. NKJV

-the most important question I can leave with you this morning is this: do you know God personally? If not, the Bible states that you can!

-Jesus the Son of the Living God came down from heaven and was born of a virgin; He came down from heaven to offer His life as ransom payment to redeem you from your bondage to sin and death; this was the ultimate gift from God to you

-have you lost Jesus this Christmas season? 
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