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“THE OLDER BROTHER”
Luke 15:11-32

INTRODUCTION:

-one of the most grievous experiences for Jesus during His earthly ministry was knowing the hardness of heart among the religious leaders; the common people heard Him gladly; but not these folks

-this group who named themselves “Pharisees”, the Separate Ones, poured their lives into outward obedience of the 613 commands of the Law of Moses, as well as all the oral and written traditions of earlier rabbis

-along with them were those called ‘scribes’ whose duties were to copy the Scriptures by hand letter by letter; if they made a mistake, there was no ‘white-out’ to correct it; they would have to throw away the entire scroll and start over

-because of their familiarity with the Scriptures, it was assumed (and rightly so) that they had a working knowledge of the Word of God

-but fastidiousness in religious works and familiarity with the Word of God do not automatically mean that a person is right with God

-as a matter of fact, the real danger for the afore mentioned groups is self-righteousness and a trusting in self-effort to find approval before God

-Jesus found such resistance to His person and work from these religious leaders; He was a threat to their efforts of legalistic obedience to all that was written and unwritten

-in His desire to bring cracks into their rock-hard hearts, Jesus gave this parable of a family crisis

Luke 15:1-3

1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: NKJV

-it is sometimes called the parable of the prodigal son; but the real focus of the parable was the older brother compared to the loving father

-this section has been on my heart recently; I sense a real danger among those of us profession faith in Christ that we may slip into the same grievous attitude toward those who are currently prodigals

-many of those who are living promiscuous lifestyles, involved in criminal activities, including politicians and greedy Wall Street CEO’s who once professed faith in Christ

-but for whatever reason they abandoned their life of faith to pursue their rights, their freedoms, their dreams of a life unrestricted by rules; and like the prodigal they come to the reality of those ways

-how is our heart toward them right now? a wayward son or daughter, an ex-spouse who has caused so much soul damage and financial hurt, a parent who was abusive and addicted to alcohol or drugs

-what if they repent and turn back to God? will our hearts be like the father in this parable? or will our hearts end up lining up with the older brother?

-let’s take a look at the parable and examine its implications

-may the Lord speak to all of our hearts this morning; maybe some of you are this prodigal son; maybe some of you are this older brother; may the Lord bring us all to line up with the heart of the father!

-read Luke 15:11-32; pray

I.
THE PRODIGAL SON VV. 11-20a

11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons.  12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood.  

13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.  14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.  15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you,  19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants."' 20 "And he arose and came to his father...

-how he got to this point

-his life experience

-his repentance

II.
THE COMPASSIONATE FATHER VV. 20b-24

20 "...But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.  21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.  23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;  24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry. 

-the disrespect and dishonor he endured

-the great sadness of heart

-waiting for a return

-running to meet the son

-restored relationship

-reality of death and life

III.
THE OLDER BROTHER VV. 25-32

25 "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.  26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.  27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 

28 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.  29 So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.  30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 

31 "And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.  32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.'" NKJV

-his outward qualities and privileges

-his inward hostilities and resentments toward his father and his younger brother

-his father coming out to him and pleading with him

-self-righteousness blinded him

-his rights violated

-the father’s reasoning

-how is it that the servants caught the heart of the father while the son refused to internalize it?

-where are you in the parable?

-call to remember, repent, return
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