10-07-07

“Do this in Remembrance of Me”

Luke 22:7-20
Introduction:
-when a person trusts Christ Jesus for their salvation, they enter a new world of observances
-one of the first steps to proclaim that miracle of forgiveness and salvation is to be baptized in water; this was commanded by Jesus at the end of the Matthew’s gospel

-this step is a proclamation to the world that they have died to their old life of sin; and have been born anew by the Spirit of God to become an adopted child of God

-then there is this frequent celebration in what believers in Christ Jesus call “the Lord’s Table” or “the Lord’s Supper” or “communion”

-unless you’re from a Christian family already, these two ordinances may seem so different than what you’re used to; certainly the world doesn’t celebrate them

-if you’re from a Jewish family, you will notice similarities between the ordinance of Christian water baptism and the Jewish mikvah, the ceremonial washing that testifies of new life
-in the communion celebration by the Christians, one from a Jewish family will notice that there are similar components to the Passover meal celebrated every spring

-why do Christians make such a big deal over these two ordinances of baptism and communion? 

-it is because we are commanded by the Lord Jesus in the New Testament to observed them; we see them practiced by the early church, and written about in the epistles of the NT 
-today I want us to focus on this ordinance we all “the Lord’s Supper” or “communion”

-we will be using Luke’s gospel as a basis; we want to consider all that surrounded that night when Jesus partook of His last Passover meal with His 12 disciples

-then we too will partake of  “the Lord’s Supper” in remembrance of Him

-pray

I.
The Necessary Preparations vv. 7-18
A.
Preparing for the Passover Meal (vv. 7-13)
-it was estimated by the Jewish historian Josephus that during the Passover in Jerusalem there were over 256,000 lambs slain 

-the minimum number for a Passover celebration was 10 persons; by that estimate there could have been over 2.5 million people in Jerusalem at this time

-Jesus and His disciples had been camping out at the Garden of Gethsemane during this time; they had no official place to celebrate the Passover
-the Day of Unleavened Bread refers to that entire week, which began the evening of the 14th of Nisan or our March/April
-Jesus had made preparations for this meal ahead of time without telling the disciples; the text of the Gospels do not record these dealings

-there are several steps in the preparation for Passover every Jewish household was to observe
(these can be followed by picking up the handout I have prepared for you called “Christ in the Passover” which are in the foyer)
-the Passover celebration was a remembrance of how God had led the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt thousands of years earlier

-the children of Israel were instructed to slay a lamb that afternoon and eat it hastily that evening with unleavened bread, and be prepared to rush out of their places and depart Egypt by very night
-they were told to take the blood of that lamb and strike the upper and two side posts of the doorways into their homes

-this was done because there would be a destroying angel that God would send throughout Egypt that night in judgment
-this angel was to slay all the firstborn in the houses of those who had not put the blood of that lamb on the upper and side doorposts of their homes

-this is where we get the name ‘Passover’, because the destroying angel from the Lord passed over the homes of the children of Israel, who had that blood on the doorposts of their homes

-Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water…; it was not customary to find a man doing this menial servant work at this time

-maybe it was because of the urgency of the hour for the family

-the woman was probably fixing the Passover meal and the water was needed for not only cooking but in preparation of the ceremonial washings that would be required during the Passover meal
-Peter and John were to follow this man to the house and say to the master of the house, “The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”
-Barclay’s Daily Study Bible: The better class houses had two rooms. The one room was on the top of the other; and the house looked exactly like a small box placed on top of a large one. The upper room was reached by an outside stair. During the Passover time all lodging in Jerusalem was free. The only pay a host might receive for letting lodgings to the pilgrims was the skin of the lamb which was eaten at the feast. A very usual use of an upper room was that it was the place where a Rabbi met with his favorite disciples to talk things over with them and to open his heart to them. Jesus had taken steps to procure such a room.
-Jesus had made preparations for a place to celebrate this last Passover with His disciples; do you know that He is preparing another place in celebration for our next meeting together in heaven?

Joh 14:2-4 NKJV  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  (3)  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  (4)  And where I go you know, and the way you know."
-are you a disciple of Jesus Christ yet? What Jesus said here was only to His disciples; how He longs to have you join Him!
-how does one become a disciple of Jesus Christ? By placing complete trust in the message of the gospel

-one must believe that Jesus bore their very sin in its entirety on the cross

-this was done so that they might be forgiven by God of all their sin and be adopted into His family; this is the only way into heaven

Act 4:12 NKJV  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

B.
Passionate Longing for this Hour (vv. 14-18)
-look closely at this section; the Greek word here for ‘sat down’ means “to fall back, to lie down, to lean back”

-the normal setting in those days was to recline around the table on the left side supported by your left arm; the right arm was free to be able to eat
-also notice that the twelve disciples were with Him; this included Judas, who would betray Him; yes, Judas partook of this Passover meal with Jesus

-with fervent desire I have desired…; it must be understood that the words ‘desire’ here mean much more than merely ‘a looking forward to’
-in the Greek it carries the idea of “a fainting after, a passionate longing for, something that consumed the thought and heart”
-why would this be so for Jesus? Because it was His last Passover with them

-it would be the last Passover for these disciples to remember the deliverance from Egypt
-it would be for them the beginning of the remembrance of the fulfillment of all that the Passover pointed toward in Jesus
-Jesus fulfilled all that the Passover meal testified of; He was the fulfillment of the Passover Lamb, who would be slain and who’s blood would cause the judgment to pass over those covered by that blood
-v. 17: this part of the Passover meal was the second of the four goblets; it was called ‘the cup of praise’; the actual dinner had not yet been served
-this cup was in celebration of the promise of God in Ex. 6:6 where it says, “…I will rescue you from the bondage of the Egyptians”

-Jesus was going to literally fulfill this for all those who would believe on Him
-He would rescue them from the bondage of sin and death, and bring them into eternal life
-at this point in the Passover meal, the actual dinner was brought out and enjoyed by all at the table

II.
The New Covenant vv. 19-20
A.
A New Understanding of the Bread of the Passover Meal (v. 19)
-it was after the Passover meal that the middle matzo wafer was brought out from the special three compartment napkin; in each compartment was a matzo
-at the beginning of the meal after the first goblet—the cup of sanctification—had been passed around, the middle matzo was taken out and broken in half 
-one part was put back into the napkin, and the other half was hidden away

-now that hidden half was brought out and this is what we see taking place here

-let me give you an illustration of this up front here (show the three wafers, take the middle one and break it in half, put one half back with the other two, hide away the other broken piece)
-the part that must have caught the disciples by surprise was when Jesus added this proclamation: "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
-the Apostle Paul includes the meaning of My body which is given for you by writing in 1 Cor. 11
1Co 11:23-24 NKJV  For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread;  (24)  and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
-why would Paul change the word and include this meaning? Because of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the coming Messiah
Isa 53:5 NKJV  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.

-Jesus instructed His disciples to “…do this in remembrance of Me.”
-this forever changed the Passover meal for the disciples; from this point on whenever they partook of a Passover meal, they could not separate the meal from the Master who fulfilled every aspect of it

-when they broke bread together as the church they did so in remembrance of Jesus; it was a memorial to what He had done for them on the cross

-it was a point of fresh release of their faith on Him who had already done the work for their salvation; it did not impart salvation but was a memorial

-by His stripes we are healed…; this of course refers to our eternal salvation in the first meaning; we have been healed, set free from our sins, made alive to God through faith in Christ Jesus

-but one must consider that there was a direct connection made by Matthew to physical healing

Mat 8:16-17 NKJV  When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick,  (17)  that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: "HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND BORE OUR SICKNESSES."

Isa 53:3-6 Brenton-Septuagint  But his form was ignoble, and inferior to that of the children of men; he was a man in suffering, and acquainted with the bearing of sickness, for his face is turned from us: he was dishonoured, and not esteemed.  (4)  He bears our sins, and is pained for us: yet we accounted him to be in trouble, and in suffering, and in affliction.  (5)  But he was wounded on account of our sins, and was bruised because of our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and by his bruises we were healed.  (6)  All we as sheep have gone astray; every one has gone astray in his way; and the Lord gave him up for our sins.

-when we take of the bread in the communion celebration, called “The Lord’s Supper”, we are to know that the Lord desires to bring healing to our lives
-it isn’t in the bread itself; it is in what the bread testifies of: the work of Christ for us, the gift of healing brought to us by the Holy Spirit through Christ

-(have the ushers begin passing out the bread at this time; take out the hidden wafer, thanksgiving, break off pieces and distribute to the worship team)
B.
A New Understanding of the Cup of the Passover Meal (v. 20)
-this is now right after the main meal is finished; it is the third of the four goblets to be on the table; it is called ‘the cup of redemption’

-Jesus picks up this goblet and gives thanks to the Father, then He says,  "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.
-once again the disciples had never heard this before; it must have been difficult to comprehend its meaning since their eyes had not yet been opened to the fullness of all that His death and resurrection meant
-how appropriate that this third cup was called ‘the cup of redemption’; it pointed forward to the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world through His death on the cross

-the shedding of His blood was a ransom payment to redeem all men who had been held captive by sin and death

-although this redemption is made available to all, it is appropriated only to those who trust Christ alone for their redemption

-the Apostle Paul once again fills out the meaning of this by writing in 1 Cor. 11:

1Co 11:25 NKJV  In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
-why was a new covenant needed? The writer of Hebrews tells us:
Heb 8:7-13 NKJV  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.  (8)  Because finding fault with them, He says: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH— (9)  NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS IN THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; BECAUSE THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DISREGARDED THEM, SAYS THE LORD.  (10)  FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR MIND AND WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  (11)  NONE OF THEM SHALL TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR, AND NONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.  (12)  FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  (13)  In that He says, "A NEW COVENANT," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

-(have the ushers pass out the cups; take out the large cup from the podium when all the cups have been passed out; pray over the cup and then offer it to each of the worship team)
-God the Father has forgiven you all your sin; you are holy because of your relation to Christ; now He wants to work in your life to have you live out that separateness to God in this spiritually dark world
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