04-16-06 Resurrection Sunday

“Resurrection Life”

Introduction:
-we have gathered here today to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

-many religious leaders and guru’s since the beginning of time have died for their cause and their beliefs; but none of them—not even one of them—ever rose from the dead, much less in a glorified body, never to die again

-this only happened with Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, the Messiah of Israel and King of all Nations
-this morning I want us to consider how the resurrection of Jesus Christ was so vastly different than anything that had ever happened before
-yes, there are Biblical accounts of people being raised from the dead; as a matter of fact there are eight recorded instances of this taking place throughout the Old and New Testaments; but those eight all died again after a few years

-the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was altogether different in quality; it was not a resuscitation of His physical body, but a true resurrection
-His physical body was glorified, never to die again; and we as believers in Christ have this same hope of our bodies one day being glorified at our resurrection
-what’s more, the promise of eternal life given by Jesus is available to everyone who believes on His name
-this “life” (zo-e’) is imparted by the Holy Spirit of God to every believer beginning right now, when the Holy Spirit comes to indwell the believer

-this life is of a different quality than just being alive physically (bi-os’); His is a life that brings eternal purpose and meaning to every child of God
-but this age-abiding life can be resisted, or quenched, or set aside; or we can yield to it and receive all the blessings and benefits God has intended for us now in this life, as well as in the next
-so this morning, let’s first of all look at those eight recorded instances of people who were raised from the dead back to their resuscitated physical bodies

-then we will consider just how different the resurrection of Jesus was from all others
-and finally we want to remember that the life Jesus brought to us is a resurrection life, a life that is of a completely different quality than merely being alive
-pray

I.
The Difference Between Resuscitation And Resurrection

A.
Resuscitations in the Old Testament (1 Kings 17:17; 2 Kings 4:18; 13:20)
Elijah: 1 Kings 17:17-24, raised the widow’s son to life in the area of Tyre

Elisha: 2 Kings 4:18-37, raised the son of the Shunammite woman

Elisha’s bones: 2 Kings 13:20-21, man buried in Elisha’s tomb raised when he touched Elisha’s bones
B.
Resuscitations in the New Testament (Lk. 7:11; Lk. 8:41; Jn. 11:33; Acts 9:36; 20:9)
Jesus: Luke 7:11-17, the widow’s son in Nain; Luke 8:41-56, Jairus’ daughter; John 11:33-44, Lazarus

Peter: Acts 9:36-43, Dorcas

Paul: Acts 20:9-10 Eutychus 

C.
Resurrection of Jesus Christ (Read Luke 24:13-53)
-when you examine the texts of the four gospels, the book of Acts, 1 Cor:

-somehow He was able to keep from being recognized

-could disappear and reappear at will without regard to physical limitations
-able to eat and have it be contained within Him

-scars in His hands, feet and side: proofs of His identity; there was substance and form
-ascended up into heaven 
II.
The Difference Between Physical Life And Resurrection Life
A.
Resolutions to Live Differently
-change of environment, education, behavior, mental imagery, medication, will-power

-all can make a difference in a person’s life, but only temporary, and of no eternal value

B.
Resurrection Life for the Child Of God

-this life is imparted by God upon faith in Christ; with the indwelling power of H. S.
-resurrection life brings us change of character from glory to glory into Christ’s image  
-it is different in quality to merely being alive physically or mentally or emotionally

-it is life that is always connected to the purposes and plans of God, both now and through eternity

-it is life that brings about within us a sense of eternal purpose and vision; it is not merely an earthly goal, or an emotional high
C.
Roll Away the Stone (Special thanks to Pastor Tim Brown)
-so what blocks this life from taking hold in a person? unbelief, fear, apathy
-let me illustrate why I say this:

-consider that when Jesus died on Friday late afternoon, there were actually two tombs into which He entered: Joseph’s family tomb, and the tomb of the hearts of the disciples because of unbelief and fear
-therefore, two stones needed to be rolled away: the tombstone and the heart-stone

-when the tombstone was rolled away, it allowed the disciples to see the reality of Christ’s resurrection; Jesus didn’t need the tombstone rolled away to get out

-but the disciples needed their own heart-stone to be rolled away; unbelief blocked the reality of the risen Lord from entering their hearts

-though Christ was risen, He was still entombed in their hearts

-Mary Magdalene, the first person to see and converse with the risen Lord (Mk. 16), saw the stone rolled away, the empty tomb, and the two angels, and yet remained weeping

-although she had overwhelming outward evidences, it didn’t change her; it was only when Christ made Himself known to her that her heart-stone was rolled away

-the two disciples walking to the town of Emmaus on that Sunday afternoon were listening to a sermon from the risen Christ, and dining with Him
-but it was not until He made Himself known did their heart-stones roll away

-this is what has taken place in those of us who have believed on the name of Jesus 
-this age-abiding life—this resurrection life—changes a person forever; but it must come from heaven; it cannot be duplicated by outward efforts
-and every one of us who believe must daily yield to the counsels of God’s word, and love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength; and we are to love our neighbors, as Christ has loved us 

-is there a “heart-stone” that must be rolled away from your heart today?
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