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“Who Will Roll Away the Stone?”

Luke 23:50 – 24:12

Introduction:
I.
The Stone that Secured the Tomb (23:50-56)

A.
Petitioning for the Body of Jesus vv. 50-52

-Joseph was a member of the Jewish Supreme Court, called the Sanhedrin; although this court had officially condemned Jesus, Joseph had not consented to their decision

-we learn from Matthew’s gospel that he was a rich man and had become a disciple of Jesus (secretly, as John’s gospel points out)

-Joseph took great courage and went in boldly to Pontius Pilate to make request to take the body of Jesus and bury it

-Mark’s Gospel tells us that Pilate marveled that Jesus was already dead after only six hours on the cross; and after he had confirmed Jesus’ death, he let Joseph take the body

B.
Preparing the Body of Jesus v. 53a

-Matthew tells us that it was a clean cloth, and Mark tells us that he had purchased it just that day

-John’s gospel informs us that Nicodemus joined Joseph in preparing the body of Jesus, for he brought a hundred pounds of mixture of myrrh and aloes to put around the body of Jesus as they wrapped it; John also informs us that they torn the linen into strips and wrapped the body with the strips

C.
Positioning the Body of Jesus v. 53b

-Joseph lived in Arimathea, about 10 miles to the NW of Jerusalem; 

-we don’t know the how or why of the purchase of this particular spot for a tomb; but he did buy it and began the digging; 

-we know now that it was the Spirit of God that impressed upon him to buy up this “deal” just outside the city walls to the north of Jerusalem

-we also know from Matthew’s Gospel that, after they laid the body of Jesus in the tomb, they rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb and departed

D.
Protecting the Body of Jesus vv. 54-56

-according to the traditional view of the day of Christ’s crucifixion, he was crucified at nine o’clock in the morning, and gave up His spirit at three o’clock in the afternoon

-because the Sabbath officially started at sundown, Joseph and Nicodemus had to hurry to accomplish the burial of the body of Christ; it was a rush job

-some of the women disciples from Galilee had observed their actions and determined to come back after the Sabbath and provide a more refined burial procedure

-apparently the women went back to where they were staying and prepared the spices and fragrant oils; Mark’s Gospel also informs us that after the Sabbath, in the evening on Saturday, they went to the market and bought spices 

-Joseph had no idea how God was going to use him when he purchased that tomb site

-but consider this: all that had to do with Joseph’s position, possessions and purpose were being watched over and sovereignly controlled by God

-because God had a plan for Joseph’s life, He allowed certain circumstances to come together in a providential way to fulfill His own plan for Joseph and the church

-because Joseph had yielded his own life, abilities and resources to God, God used them to enable the disciples of all time to have assurance of Christ’s resurrection 

-consider your own set of circumstances recently; have you ever considered that God is actually, really in control of how things are happening? That His Providence is at work to fulfill His own set of plans and purposes for your life…and for the sake of others as well?

-the stone that was rolled in front of the tomb’s opening was the final act of securing and protecting the body of Jesus

-the stone secured before the tomb represented not only the death of his own vision and expectations, but those of all the disciples who were convinced of His Messiah-ship

-this stone that was rolled over the tomb’s opening could be something like what has taken place in your own life, or in the life of someone you love

-those series of events that have shattered your hopes and dreams have brought a kind of death upon you; 

-and there just might have been that one final blow (like the stone’s settling) that closed off forever the hope that you had

-but remember this: the stone that was rolled in place by man, was rolled away by God!!

II.
The Stone that was Rolled Away 24:1-12

A.
Coming to the Tomb Early vv. 1

-it appears from a combination of all four Gospels, that these women made there way to the tomb early that Sunday morning, “when the sun had risen” according to Mark; 

-but John’s Gospel informs us that Mary Magdalene actually had come a little earlier than the other women—“while it was still dark”

-she saw from a distance that the stone had been rolled away and immediately she went back to tell Peter and John about the finding

-in the mean time, the other women were making their way to the tomb with the spices and fragrant oils; apparently Mary Magdalene went back a different way, for she does not encounter these women on their way to the tomb

B.
Considering the Obstacles to Get Into the Tomb v. 2

-Mark’s Gospel tells us that they had asked among themselves who would roll away the stone from the door of the tomb, for the stone was very large

-in their haste to make adequate preparations and in their own grief over the loss of their Lord, they just had not considered this particular detail; it was early in the morning and no one was up as yet

-Matthew’s Gospel informs us that an earthquake had been sent by God and that an angel had descended from heaven and rolled away the stone from the opening of the tomb, and sat on the stone

-Matthew also tells us that the Roman guards that had been commissioned to watch the tomb at the request of the chief priests and Pharisees, froze with fear and went into a catatonic state

-the women were concerned about how to get into the tomb; but God was more concerned that they get into the tomb—for a very different reason

-they came to ensure the dead was properly put to rest; God opened the door to affirm that Jesus was alive

C.
Confronted by the Angels vv. 3-8

-because of the slightly differing Gospel accounts of when the women went into the tomb, and when they saw the angels, it is possible that only one or two of the women went into the tomb initially; and when they came out they saw the angels

-then they all went in at the request of the angels and took a closer look in consideration of the message of the angels that Christ had indeed risen from the dead

-consider the question of the angels here: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?”; isn’t this what so many people are still doing to this day?

-all of the world’s famous religious leaders over time have died and are still dead to this day; but only One has risen from the dead, never to die again—and that One is Jesus the Son of God! 

-He is alive even right this second beholding all that is going on right here

-the stone was rolled away to let the disciples in, not to let Christ out

-let’s go back for a moment to the comparison between the stone that covered the tomb and the set of circumstances that have put to death and sealed your expectations

-when God determines to bring something to life that was dead, He is not limited to man’s belief; 

-no one believed that Jesus would rise from the dead, but He did

-you might think that there is no way to move the stone that sits as a morbid testimony of the fact that your hope is dead; but God, in His own timing and purpose will do all things according to His plan; He raises to life those things that man considers dead

D.
Communicating to the Apostles vv. 9-12

-“their words seemed like idle tales, and they did not believe them”; isn’t this how many people respond when you present the hope of eternal life through Christ Jesus?

-the unbelief of their own hearts blind them to even considering the reality of a new life, forgiveness of sins and eternal inheritance in Jesus Christ

-even when you present to them historical, documental and experiential proofs that Jesus lived, died and rose again, they just depart and marvel to themselves at what had happened—but they still don’t believe with all their heart!!

-how about you? What if it all is really true?
Coordinating the Events After the Crucifixion
Joseph The Man:

Luke 23:50-51

50 Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member (Mark 15:42-43: a prominent council member), a good and just man (Matt 27:57: a rich man…). 51 He had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God. (Matt 27:57: who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus; John 19:38: secretly, for fear of the Jews) 

Joseph Requests for the Body of Jesus:

Luke 23:52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. (Mark 15:43-45 …coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time. 45 And when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.)

Joseph Prepares the Body of Jesus:

Luke 23:53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen (Matt 27:59: in a clean linen cloth; Mark 15:46 Then he bought fine linen; John 19:39-42: 39 And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40 Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.), and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before.(Matt 27:60: which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.)

The Time It was Buried:

Luke 23:54 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. (Mark 15:42: it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath)

The Women Who Were Watching Joseph:

Luke 23:55-56

55 And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment. (Matt 27:6: And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb; Mark 15:47: and Mary the mother of Joses and observed where He was laid.)

The Roman Guards Appointed Over the Tomb on the Sabbath Day:

Matt 27:62-66

62 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise.' 64 "Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last deception will be worse than the first." 65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. NKJV

The Women on Sunday Morning Bring Spices for  Proper Burial:

(Mark 16:1 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him.)

Luke 24:1 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning (Matt 28:1: as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.) , they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. (John 20:1 On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early while it was still dark,; Mark 16:1: they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.)

The Women Inquire About How the Stone Would be Moved:

(Mark 16:3 And they said among themselves, "Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?") 

The Women Find the Stone Rolled Away: 

Luke 24:2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. (Matt 28:2-4: 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.; Mark 16:4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away--for it was very large.; John 20:1 Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.)

The Women See and Hear the Angels at the Tomb:

Luke 24:3-8

3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.' " 8 And they remembered His words. (Matt 28:5-7:  5 But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you."; Mark 16:5-7:  5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.")

The Women Tell the Apostles of All They had Seen and Heard:

Luke 24:9-11

9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. (Matt 28:8: So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.; Mark 16:8: So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed…)

Jesus First Appears to Mary Magdalene:

(Mark 16:9-11
9 Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept. 11 And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe. NKJV)

Jesus Next Appears to the Other Women:

(Matt 28:9-10: 9 And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, "Rejoice!" So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.") 

Mary Tells Peter, and Peter and John run to the Tomb:

Luke 24:12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. (John 20:2-10:  2 Then she [Mary Magdalene] ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him." 3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.)
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