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“The Angelic Message to the Shepherds”
Luke 2:8-20
Introduction:
-usually at this time of year, sermons are presented on some aspect of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; many of us could recite the texts word for word
-but yet, the entry of Jesus, the Word of God, into this world is worthy of being pondered again and again; it is the most wonderful event in all of eternity

-for the next two Sunday’s I want to reflect upon a couple of these well worn texts; this morning we will look at the angelic message presented to the shepherds out in the fields of Bethlehem; and next week we will take a closer look at the wise men that were sent to honor the King of kings

-pray
I.
The Appearance of the Angels vv. 8-14
A.
The Heavenly Appearance (vv. 8-9)
-v. 8: it was a night like any other night; yet, it was a night unlike any other night  
-these shepherds were living out in the fields with their flock in the area of Bethlehem; they weren’t bringing their flock into the sheepfolds in the evening

-we know from historical accounts that shepherds usually brought their flocks into an enclosure at night to keep them out of the cold during the winter months
-this suggests to us that this was taking place in the fall at the latest, since this is occurring just after the birth of Jesus; 

-a more realistic timeframe for the Lord’s birth would be in the fall
-the selection of Dec. 25 was an attempt by the Roman church to sanctify the existing Roman pagan celebration of Saturnalia, by attaching to it celebration of the birth of Christ, the Light of the World 
-is it a sinful compromise then to choose Dec. 25 as a time to celebrate our Lord’s birth? Not necessarily; I believe the Lord will receive the honor if you so choose to use this time

-but if you in your heart find it dishonorable to celebrate our Lord’s birth on Dec. 25, knowing the origin of the date in the pagan world, then you shouldn’t celebrate it at this time
-but this is your own conviction before God; don’t make it a law that you put upon others, and then condemn them for not being “more sensitive” to the Spirit 

-as an aside, let me just address a similar topic of the Christmas tree
-many believe that Jeremiah 10 is a prophecy speaking directly against the custom of setting up a Christmas tree

-but consider that this was spoken to the Jewish people during Jeremiah’s day, who were deep into idolatry; Jeremiah 10 is addressing the idols that were being set up in their homes

-I suppose it is possible for people to worship a Christmas tree; but that is a matter of heart before God; people can worship any number of neutral things, even the creation itself; does that make camping out in the woods a matter of idolatry?

-getting back to our text, many Bible commentators believe that these shepherds were those whose responsibility was to oversee those sheep and goats used in the many required Temple sacrifices; they needed to be without spot and blemish to be acceptable

-Joseph and Mary were informed about this announcement; they were back at the stalls, possibly in a cave nearby the inn, taking care of the newborn Jesus, washing Him in water, rubbing Him in salt, and then wrapping Him in bands of cloth or blankets that confine the limbs closely
-things had been relatively simple for them so far up to now, with the exception of the difficult trip down to Bethlehem, and the fact that they had to go to the stable for a place to sleep, and it was there that she delivered the Christ child
-one would have thought that the owner of the inn would have been more compassionate to Mary’s condition and moved someone else out to the stable
-v. 9: without any previous warning, there was this glorious intrusion into their boring night; an angel of the Lord stood before them with all the glory of heaven; and they were greatly afraid (“sore afraid” KJV)
-this is the third time in Luke’s gospel that an angel appears, and the results were always the same: the persons experienced fear
-we often find this reaction from men and women throughout Scripture when an angel of the Lord appears to them; the glory of God causes one to recognize his own unworthiness and weakness

-isn’t it interesting that the angel made his proclamation to a very small group of lowly shepherds out in the middle of nowhere; why not the leaders of the Jewish nation? many of their hearts weren’t right in the sight of God

-but according to God, they were the right group, at the right place, at the right time

-God chose these shepherds to be the first evangelists of the good tidings; why?
-one reason could have been that the Son of God was also the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world
-another reason could have been because of the simple faith of these shepherds to believe such a message
-a third reason could have been that these shepherds hired by the Temple rulers could take the message right into the Temple of God in Jerusalem
B.
The Heavenly Announcement (vv. 10-12)
-v. 10: the very first words out of the mouth of this angel were “Do not be afraid”;  before they could receive the good news, they had to be comforted that this angelic appearance was not a judgment but a blessing
-I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people…; good tidings means gospel; consider that this gospel was to all people, not just the Jewish people; this ties in with what God said to Abraham in Gen. 12:3 “…and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
-v. 11: …born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord…; the gospel was first brought to the Jewish people; for they were the recipients of the promises through the fathers and the holy prophets of old

-it was right that the gift of God would be sent to the Jewish people first; they, out of all people, should be the first to recognize Him because of all the prophetic words uttered from ages past by their prophets

-the Jewish people were to be the bearers of that good news to the rest of the world; and indeed, they were; one only has to read the book of Acts to see that plainly
-Christ the Lord…; this name combines His title and ministry for both Jew and Gentile

-v. 12: there were three signs they were to watch for: 1.) He had just been born; 2.) He would be wrapped in swaddling cloths, and 3.) He would be lying in a manger

-this sign would truly communicate the humility of Christ’s entry into this world, as well as fulfilling the prophecy in Micah regarding the city of His birth

Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting." NKJV
C.
The Heavenly Angelic Choir (vv. 13-14)
-v. 13; it would seem that it would have been enough for just this one glorious angel to have appeared to these shepherds; but heaven could not keep silent
-v. 14: this praise chorus was sung by a multitude of the heavenly host, not just two or three others; this was to emphasize the dramatic, once-in-all-eternity event of the birth of Christ

1 Peter 1:12 They (the prophets) were told that these things would not happen during their lifetime, but many years later, during yours. And now this Good News has been announced by those who preached to you in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen. NLT

-Glory to God in the highest… this was to direct all attention to God rather than man; man’s salvation is something initiated in the heart of God, not the heart of man

-and on earth peace…; this should be interpreted, “Peace offered to the earth”, through the offering of the Sacrificial Lamb for forgiveness of sins

-somehow this has been interpreted that God is a pacifist, and that all people will end up in heaven, no matter what they believe

-goodwill toward men…; “God’s goodwill is now apparent to all men”; God’s heart is that man would be reconciled to Him, not pushed away from Him

II.
The Action of the Shepherds vv. 15-20

A.
The Decision to Find the Child (vv. 15-16)
-these shepherds were immediately obedient to the heavenly vision; it is interesting to me that through foreknowledge God told these shepherds the Child would be lying in a manger, and not held by His mother
-Joseph and Mary didn’t know about this heavenly vision, and who could have orchestrated the point in time when the Child was to be placed in the manger?
-apparently these shepherds knew where this manger was; maybe it was the only place in town where everyone’s travel donkeys were kept

B.
The Declaration Concerning the Child (vv. 17-18)
-v. 17: these shepherds brought to Mary and Joseph this most amazing birth announcement; how strange it must have been to them!

-they just had to tell others; since they possibly were shepherds hired by the Temple leaders, they would have gone immediately into Jerusalem to spread the word

-v. 18: notice that all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds; they became the first evangelists, really
-they had not only received the good news, they acted upon it and verified it by their own personal experience; they didn’t wait until they had enrolled in rabbinical school and studied until they received their diploma 
-many today hear this same message: that God has sent a Present to them, the greatest gift of all: His Son, Jesus Christ

-but for them to open it is too costly, there is too much to lose potentially; they agree outwardly that it is indeed the greatest gift; but they have never gone to Bethlehem, the house of bread and partaken of the heavenly manna, Jesus Christ
C.
The Day They Would Never Forget (vv. 19-20)
-v. 19: it was a day that Mary and Joseph certainly would never forget; but the text tells us especially that Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart; 
-this statement occurs again in Luke’s gospel, down in v. 51; when Jesus was 12 yrs. old, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem for His first Passover there

-even though Mary was told by the angel, Gabriel, the origin and nature of the child she would bear as a virgin, the “living out” part of it all was something altogether unique and unexpected

-v. 20: this should be the result of meeting the Savior for every person: a glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them
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