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“I Will Give My Tomb to Jesus”

Mt. 27:57-60; Mk. 15:42-46; Lk. 23:50-53; Jn. 19:38-42

Introduction:
-How God has used the movie, “The Passion of the Christ”

-our experience

-playing now in Islamic countries

-effect upon a Texas man, and here in AZ

-But  being there in person at the crucifixion was even more traumatic

-centurion and those with him: “Truly this was the Son of God” Mt. 27:54

-John the Apostle and Jesus’ mother at the foot of the cross
-Joseph of the town of Arimathea: moved to openly identify himself with Jesus

-read Mk. 15:42-46; pray

I.
Pleading for the Body of Jesus

A.
The Person of Joseph of Arimathea

-Arimathea was a town about 20 miles NW of Jerusalem; many Bible commentators believe this to be the birthplace of the Samuel, the prophet/judge of the OT 

-the note that Joseph was a rich man comes from Matthew, who had a special burden to show the connection of OT prophecies to their fulfillment in Jesus;

-Isaiah prophesied 700 yrs. before that a rich man would be the one to bury Jesus; and Matthew saw Joseph as fulfilling that prophecy:

Isa 53:9 He had done no wrong, and he never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man's grave. NLT

-even though Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council who had condemned Jesus unjustly, it was stated in John’s gospel that he had not consented to their decision and deed; 

-Lk. calls him a good and just man, and Mk and Lk. tell us that he was waiting for the Kingdom of God; this means that he sensed the sinfulness of his  own life and the need for repentance; he was looking for the Messiah

-from the days when his close associate Nicodemus met Jesus (Jn 3), Joseph became increasingly convinced that this Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the promised Messiah;

-Joseph was a prominent council member; this means that he was well respected, endowed with wisdom, a man of personal integrity

-but there was such pressure from the council to condemn anyone who embraced this rabbi from Nazareth; Matthew’s and John’s gospels tell us that Joseph had become a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews

-his heart was drawn ever deeper to Jesus up to the time of the crucifixion; but still fear gripped his life over the loss of prestige, position, and possessions

-how this can be so true today! secret saints are loved by the Lord; but He loves them so much that He will not let them stay secret!

B.
The Pleading for the Body of Jesus 

-we find most of the detail of the interaction between Joseph and Pilate the governor in Mark’s gospel; this would be appropriate, since it is believed that Mark wrote his gospel to especially touch the heart of the Roman
-the day before the Sabbath…the Romans usually left those crucified hanging on the cross for days as a terrorizing reminder to any who would disobey Roman law

-the birds and wild animals would end up picking away at these dead bodies

-but the Law of Moses did not allow even crucified criminals to remain hanging on the cross after death had occurred

-and since that evening was the beginning of the Sabbath when no work could be done, it was imperative that the Jewish leaders get the crucified body of Jesus as well as the two criminals taken down and put out of the way

-and because this particular Sabbath was occurring during the Passover week, it was especially urgent to them

-this is why they went to Pilate the governor to plead that he put an end to their lives on the cross by breaking the legs of those crucified (Jn)

-Jesus gave up His spirit at 3 pm on Friday, before this deed of the Romans could be carried out

-Joseph of Arimathea now acted out a more honorable part than the other disciples at this point; he had only a two to three hour window to accomplish what was on his heart

-if Joseph had not gone to Pilate, according to Jewish custom, Jesus’ body would have either been taken out and burned, or buried in the common place appointed for executed criminals

-and Pilate’s permission was required to remove the body from the cross

-and since no commoner could have access to the governor (especially on short notice), the fact that Joseph was a rich man as well as a prominent member of the Sanhedrin opened the door for him to have access to Pilate at a moment’s notice

-we are told that Joseph took courage to ask or beg for the body of Jesus; he probably had heard of the council’s decision to appeal to Pilate to quickly end the lives of those on the cross; and he knew what could easily happen to the body of Jesus if he didn’t act quickly

-seeing the crucifixion caused Joseph to step across the line and openly identify with Jesus as His disciple

-the reaction of Pilate to Joseph’s request reminds us of the unusual nature of Jesus’ early death; Pilate called for the centurion responsible for the crucifixion to affirm Jesus’ death, and then commanded that the body be taken down  

-what would have been done? a few Roman soldiers would have to pick up the cross and lift it out of the hole and lay it down on the ground; then they would have to remove the nails and cut the ropes which bound the arms to the cross member of the cross

-but consider this: when Joseph touched the dead body of our Lord, it made him ceremonially unclean for a week and he would not be able to participate in the festivities of the Passover week

-but to Joseph, it was more important to honor the body of the Lord Jesus than to celebrate even in the religious festivities 

-there is going to come a time, if it hasn’t already happened, when those of us who are disciples of Jesus will need to identify ourselves with him publicly; what keeps us from doing that? fear and pride

II.
Placing the Body of Jesus in the Tomb

A.
Preparing the Body for the Tomb

-Joseph purchased the clean, fine linen on his way to receiving the body of Jesus

-John’s gospel tells us that Nicodemus brought the spices and met Joseph at Calvary; the spices were to keep the body from rapidly putrefying 

-John’s gospel also tells us that the body of Jesus was bound in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jew is to bury
-the arms and legs would be separately bound with the linen, and a separate piece laid over the head; it was important that the spices have contact with every part of the body and between the layers of the linen, even though this was merely a temporary embalming

-isn’t it interesting that when Jesus was born, His body was wrapped in swaddling clothes, and now in His death, His body is wrapped (swaddled) in linen?

B.
Placing the Body in the Tomb

- “it just so happened” that Joseph’s new tomb was right there near the site of the crucifixion, as John’s gospel points out

-if Joseph’s hometown was Arimathea, why did he chose to purchase the side of a solid limestone hill in which to contract out the digging of a tomb for his family? 

-since he was a prominent member of the Sanhedrin, he could have moved his family to Jerusalem and been there for quite some time; and there must have been this strong impression on his heart to purchase this particular site

-only the more wealthy Jews could afford such luxury as a family tomb

-and it was such a nice site, on that included a small garden area, perfect for those relatives to come later and spend time remembering and honoring the departed

-imagine the work that would be needed at that time to dig out that tomb by hand!

-how fitting that God arranged for the body of Jesus to be buried in a tomb that had never been used, even though Jesus had no assets to arrange for this to happen!

-and because it was a new tomb in which the body of a “criminal” had been laid, Jewish law disallowed a criminal to be buried in a family grave; so the tomb would not have been used thereafter

-and once the large stone had been rolled into place over the opening, as Mt. gospel points out, Joseph and Nicodemus left sorrowing

Wordsworth: “One Joseph was appointed by God to be guardian of Christ’s body in the virgin womb, and another Joseph was the guardian of his body in the virgin tomb; and each Joseph is called a ‘just man’ in Holy Scripture” 

-what did it mean for Joseph to surrender his new unfinished tomb to honor Jesus? he took that which represented personal honor at his own death and laid it down to honor Jesus in His death

-in effect Joseph was exchanging his death for Jesus’ death; and how appropriate that he would do this, even though he did not fully comprehend the significance of what he had done

-Jesus died for Joseph’s sins, and made Joseph’s physical death of little weight

Heb 2:9,14

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. NKJV

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. NKJV

Rom 10:9-11

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. NKJV

Tradition has traced the later life of Joseph. He is said to have been sent by the Apostle Philip to Britain, in company with other disciples, and to have settled at Glaston bury, in Somersetshire, then much nearer to an arm of the sea than it is now. Here he erected a little oratory of wickerwork, the first Christian house of prayer that England saw, which was afterwards superseded by the noble abbey whose remains we admire to this day. 
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