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“The Self-Deception of Displacement”

Mark 4:18-19

Introduction:
-there is a principle of physics called displacement, also called the law of buoyancy; this natural law basically says: any material or object immersed in a fluid will tend to rise through the fluid if the fluid density is greater than the material density. 

-So objects which weigh a lot and don't displace much water (i.e.: have a low volume) will sink, while objects which are light and displace a lot of water will float; if it floats, it is less dense than water, and if it sinks it is more dense than water.

-You might think something like a ship is more dense than water; after all, it is made of metal which is certainly more dense than water; but the ship is filled with air, which is much less dense than water, and makes up the difference.  
-That is why, when a ship gets a hole in it, it sinks; the water pushes out all the air and makes the total density of the ship greater; when the water, metal, and air inside the ship become more dense than the water outside the ship, the ship sinks 

-the same principle can happen within the human heart; it is possible to become so filled with the cares and desires of this life that one can displace—push out—the working of the Lord within them 
-Jesus addressed this in His parable of the sower, and in His letter to the church of the city of Laodicea; they fell into this same snare without even realizing it
-tonight we want to spend a little time focusing on the parable of the sower, and on Jesus’ words to the church of Laodicea 
-pray
I.
The Conditions of the Hearts of Men (Mk. 4:1-20)
A.
The Parable Itself Mk. 4:1-9

-these parables were spoken to the multitude, not to the disciples; a parable is a simple illustration taken from everyday life to communicate a truth of God’s Kingdom
-but the interpretation or application of the parable was purposely left out by Jesus, except for the word: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
-this parable was a picture of four kinds of soils, although Jesus called it “the parable of the sower” in Mt. 13:18

-in vv. 3-9, Jesus tells of  the hardened ground along the wayside which did not allow the seed to penetrate into the soil; then there was the soil filled with stones which did not allow the seed to take deep root

-there was also the good soil which was able to receive the seed, but the ground was full of thorns and weeds, and choked out the true seed; and there was the good ground that received the seed and brought fruit in abundance

B.
The Purpose of Parables Mk. 4:10-12

-Jesus told His disciples in vv. 10-12 that the purpose of these parables was to hide the truths of the kingdom from those who had no heart to hear the truth
-only those who desired to draw close to Jesus would come to understand the interpretation or application
-this at first seems a little exclusive, until you think about all the different motives of those who were coming to Jesus’ teachings for reasons other than true hunger for the Word of God
C.
The  Problem of Thorns Mk. 4:18-19
-let’s focus on the section of the parable where the ground was full of weeds; that soil was able to receive the seed, but it was already full of thorns and weeds
-these eventually crowded out the new seed and kept it from producing fruit to maturity

-Jesus likened this ground to the hearts of some of His hearers; they had a heart which initially received His word; but there were so many things still in their hearts that would not allow His word to bear fruit to maturity in their lives

-in other words, the weeds crowded out the Word; just as putting ice in a full cup of water pushes out the water it displaces, so those weeds displaced the Word of God and robbed it from bringing forth fruit to maturity

-it is not that this soil was too rocky or too hard, like the previous two soils in the parable; the soil of the heart of this third example was not shallow or thoughtless; the soil of this heart was perfectly ready to receive what was to be planted

-the ground was not the difficulty; it was the crowding in of other things, which takes away the sunlight, the air, the nourishment, and the moisture from the good seed
-yes, the seed does grows; but it never comes to the place of bringing forth fruit to maturity; after all, that is the goal of the seed being planted in the first place

-there may even be the flower and the initial bulb of fruit, maybe even the beginning of the fruit on the vine; but it never comes to the point of being an acceptable, luscious fruit that would please God
-now let’s examine the three things Jesus mentions here as thorns—weeds—to the displacement of the Word of God

II.
The Character of the Thorns v. 19
A.
The Cares of This World
-the word “cares” is akin to the word “worry” in the Greek; the cares of the world would be “that anxious, unrelenting concern about the business of this life”

-it consumes the mind, and the heart, burning up precious minutes and leading to wasted hours brooding over that which one cannot control in the first place
-it has been estimated that an average person is anxious over: 
40% -- things that will never happen; 30% -- things about the past that can't be changed;12% -- things about criticism by others, mostly untrue;10% -- health, which gets worse with stress; 8% -- real problems that will need to be faced 

-this weed of “the cares of this world” is indeed noxious and bountiful; can it ever be rooted out of the heart of man? 
-only by coming to the Lord and asking for Him to enter this garden of your heart and beginning the education process of first showing you the weeds, and then guiding you to take a hold of them and to pull them out with His strength
*Phil 4:6-7

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 

7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. NKJV
1 Peter 5:6-7

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. NKJV
B .
The Deceitfulness of Riches
-this second weed is really the byproduct of the first; we can so worry over how to make ends meet, how we can protect ourselves from possible evil, how we can secure our jobs and our future living situation
-and it seems like the only answer is to somehow obtain as much money as possible; increase your net worth to buffer your life from any evil that may come
-but these riches are deceitful; for they are unstable and can be lost in a moment through theft, bad management, changing society values, or through sickness

-and in the passion to pursue riches, many sorrows come into the life

1 Tim 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. NKJV

*Eccl 7:12 For wisdom is a defense as money is a defense, But the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives life to those who have it. NKJV
*Prov 23:5 Will you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches  certainly make themselves wings ; They fly away like an eagle toward heaven. NKJV

C.
The Desire for Other Things
-so, you begin with anxiety over how you will take care of the necessities of life; then it leads to putting your trust in wealth to be your ultimate protection
-and once you obtain wealth, the heart tends to become focused on all that you can acquire with that wealth—every toy to enjoy at your heart’s desire
-and these thoughts and emotions tend to captivate the life and build up a false sense of fulfillment and security, which can never really satisfy; it only displaces the real life-giving water of the Holy Spirit
-the end result is that the very life-sustaining nutrients of the soil are spent on thorns and not fruit that is pleasing to God
-the Word of the Kingdom sown in the heart does not bear fruit

*Luke 12:15 And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."  NKJV
*Ps 119:36-37

36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not to covetousness. 

37 Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way.   NKJV

*1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of the world. NKJV

-turn to Rev. 3:14
III.
The Counsel to the Laodicean Christians  Rev 3:14-19
A.
The Urge to Regurge (vv. 14-16)
-their spiritual condition had degenerated into a state that made Jesus sick to His stomach; they didn’t begin this way, though
-thorns began to come in and choke out the Word in their life; they were bring no fruit to maturity 

B.
The Unnoticed Emptiness (v. 17)
-notice Jesus’ knowledge of the core issue: Because you say…; their estimation of spiritual health became based on the good life they came to experience
-they wrongly concluded that outward abundance equated spiritual fruitfulness

-just the opposite is revealed here by the Lord Jesus; it’s not that wealth is evil in and of itself; it is what can tend to happen to the human heart in the midst of wealth that is the danger

-have need of nothing…this I believe is the core problem; the field full of thorns has an outward show of life; but the life is weeds, and nothing of any value to the farmer

-Jesus’ estimation of their spiritual condition must have come as a shock to them: and [you] do not know that your are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked

C.
The Uncompromising Counsel (vv. 19-23)
-this counsel is given because Jesus desires not to push them away, but to draw them back to Himself; He loves them; He doesn’t hate them
-they had displaced Jesus—pushed Him out of the church—by filling their lives with the things of this life; yet Jesus gives them the road back and affirms His love

-how do we look at those who have gotten off base in their Christian walk?
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