06-16-02 Father’s Day
“Pleasing God our Father”

Selected Scriptures

Introduction:
-today we set aside a day to honor our earthly fathers, and those who have had a fatherly influence over our lives
-but for some, it is a day of sorrow and maybe regret; your earthly father is not a shining example of what a father should be or should have been; maybe he was absent from your life growing up; or maybe he caused deep emotional and even physical scars upon your life that you’re still dealing with

-but above all, this should be a day that we especially honor God, our Heavenly Father; although our earthly father may be worthy of honor, our Heavenly Father is always and forever worthy of all praise, adoration, and honor

-when you have a healthy relationship with your earthly father, there will be a sense of closeness, respect, and appreciation

-because you value his life and the relationship you have with him, it is a natural thing to seek to please him and to gain his respect in return

-the thought of living in such a way as to bring dishonor upon your earthly father should be one of the deterrents to carrying out the act

-you remember how your father responded when you disobeyed his commands? how were you chastised when you did wrong? did he no longer love you or accept you because you did one thing wrong? or rather, did he not receive you and assure you of his love, and seek to guide you on to what was good and right and pure?

-although your earthly father may never have done this with you, it is exactly what your Heavenly Father seeks to do in you, around you, and through you

-this morning we are going to look at what it means to please God: is it possible to please Him, even though He is God? is it possible to displease Him, and if so, how? what are the values He treasures to see in and through our lives that bring pleasure to Him? 
-these are some of the ideas we are going to examine from Scripture on this Father’s Day 2002

-pray

I.
How Can God to be Displeased?

A.
When We Live “In The Flesh”

Rom 8:6-10

6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. NKJV

B.
When We as Christians Live “According to the Flesh”
1 Thess 4:1-8

4:1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.  NKJV

Heb 12:5-11

5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;  6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives."  

7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  NKJV
II.
How Do We Please God?

A.
Positionally

-again, there is this awesome privilege of being accepted of God when we place our faith in His Son, Christ Jesus
B.
Practically
Heb 11:5-6

5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. NKJV

1 John 3:22-23

22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. NKJV

Col 1:9-12

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. NKJV

