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“A WOMAN OF VIRTUE”

Proverbs 31:10-31

INTRODUCTION:

-when our boys were little we used to make up little jingles to help them remember important pieces of information; we did this with our phone numbers and our home address

-also there were those little ditties that my wife would sing to them when she woke them up in the morning, which included the fact that the Lord was in charge of the day

-this reminds me of what our son Micah did for their children to help them with the uncertainties and insecurities of living in a foreign land; it was a song to help them remember the Lord

-in OT times, one of the common tools for memory was to take the Hebrew alphabet and begin each line with a corresponding letter going down the alphabet of 22 letters

-a special word was used up front to trigger the memory for that concept; that special word began with the next letter; this is called an acrostic method of memorization

-mothers would use this technique to impart the truths of the Law of God within their young children; the first few years were usually the responsibility of the mothers; the latter years were the responsibility of the fathers

-when you look at ch. 31 of Proverbs you notice that a certain ‘King Lemuel’ writes down truths and lessons that his mother taught him at a younger age

-although there is not a consensus among Bible scholars that this King Lemuel was indeed Solomon, I believe there are factors that do lend themselves to him being the author

-Lemuel means ‘belonging to God’; and this would be a kind of nickname given to him by his mother; if this is so, then the mother referred to here was Bathsheba

-the first seven verses give practical advice concerning dangers that could undermine his future; the next two verses give counsel on supporting the weak, the helpless, the poor

-then the last section of ch. 31 is a special acrostic compilation of the kind of woman Lemuel should seek for a future wife and mother

-the picture presented is of a woman of virtue who is ‘others oriented’ in every way

-her character and industriousness are upheld to be of more importance than outward charm or beauty; this flies in the face of what the world looks upon as worthiness

-what I have done is to take these 22 verses and group them into three main areas: Her character and work ethic; her life as a wife and mother; and her worship of the Lord

-then I want to bring these truths over to make application concerning the church of Jesus Christ, referred to as the Bride of Christ

-we will read through the 22 verses and then place them into their prospective sections

I.
WORK ETHIC AND CHARACTER


A.
Her Worth

10 Who can find a virtuous wife*? For her worth is far above rubies. NKJV

(* the underlined word or words are from the Hebrew word that started with a particular letter of the Hebrew alphabet)

10 A capable, intelligent, and virtuous woman — who is he who can find her? She is far more precious than jewels and her value is far above rubies or pearls.  [Prov 12:4; 18:22; 19:14.]  AMP

-many, many women are outwardly beautiful; but what about their character?

-notice that this verse doesn’t say, “Who can find a beautiful wife?”

-it is the character quality of virtue that is the excellent grace; it makes her very valuable; worth is established by demand and rarity

-is she just born that way? no, because the Bible tells us there is none righteous, no not one; all have gone astray

-this woman of virtue described here is the product of years of parental love, training and exampling at home

-but unfortunately this character grace of virtue is not developed or encouraged very often in today’s young women

-it is obvious that the implication to the question presented in v. 10 is that this woman is a rare find 

-as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have been given the Holy Spirit to abide with us forever; He conforms us into the image of Christ

-when you examine the fruit of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Gal. 5, you will notice the virtuous graces God brings forth from the believer

Gal 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. NKJV


B.
Her Energy and Strength

17 She girds herself with strength, And strengthens her arms. NKJV

25 Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to come. NKJV

17 She girds herself with strength [spiritual, mental, and physical fitness for her God-given task] and makes her arms strong and firm. AMP

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing and her position is strong and secure; she rejoices over the future [the latter day or time to come, knowing that she and her family are in readiness for it]!  AMP

-these two verses emphasize her inner strength and energy; but it also implies a physical stamina to carry out what is set before her to do

-it has to do with her courage to press on through obstacles

-for the believer in Jesus Christ, when they are filled with the Holy Spirit they will have the power and strength to carry out all that God sets before them


C.
Her Perception and Endurance

18 She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. NKJV

18 She tastes and sees that her gain from work [with and for God] is good; her lamp goes not out, but it burns on continually through the night [of trouble, privation, or sorrow, warning away fear, doubt, and distrust].  AMP

-over the years she has learned what is cheap and what is quality; she has discernment of these things and sacrifices to achieve these ends

-if it takes staying up all night to complete a commitment and a promise, she puts forth the effort to get the job done right

-for the believer in Christ, there is a discernment that is available from the Holy Spirit of God

-He can help us make the sacrifices to ensure that what we do in the name of our Lord Jesus is our best work, not shoddy efforts


D.
Her Quality of Work

24 She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies sashes for the merchants. NKJV

24 She makes fine linen garments and leads others to buy them; she delivers to the merchants girdles [or sashes that free one up for service]. AMP


-fine linen was more expensive because it took more time and effort to produce; as she crafted her wares, she looked for quality materials

-there was also an understanding of the market place, what items were needful, what would bring in the best prices

-as a believer in the Lord Jesus, we are to take what the Lord puts into our hands and multiply it, putting it to His use, rather than hiding our portion


E.
Her Foresight and Perseverance

16 She considers a field and buys it; From her profits she plants a vineyard. NKJV

16 She considers a [new] field before she buys or accepts it [expanding prudently and not courting neglect of her present duties by assuming other duties]; with her savings [of time and strength] she plants fruitful vines in her vineyard.  [Song 8:12.] AMP

-because of her involvements with the marketplace she has pulled together all the information pertinent to the transaction before making the offer

-the goal seems to be providing for her family rather than being a tycoon in the business world

-for the believer in Christ, the Holy Spirit so works in our lives to think ahead and prepare for the future; this future is not merely in this life but in heaven

-we are to lay up treasure in heaven by obedience to His commands here on earth; it will take perseverance to do this because it is not always easy


F.
Her Words of Wisdom and Comfort

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. NKJV

26 She opens her mouth in skillful and godly Wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness [giving counsel and instruction]. AMP

-the woman of virtue is careful with her words; she knows that they can either build up or tear down

-it is not just what she says, but how she says it; she is careful with the tone of her voice and makes sure the application is fitting to the situation

-as a believer in Christ, God has given us wisdom through His word

-He has also given us the Holy Spirit to bring discernment on what and how to minister to those who are hurting or in trouble


G.
Her Proof is in Her Works

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates. NKJV

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates [of the city]!  [Phil 4:8.] AMP

-the proof of her character is shown through her work; her work speaks volumes about her priorities and her methods

-for the believer in Christ, faithful obedience to His commands will bring a “Well done, good and faithful servant...” from the Lord Jesus at the end

-people may not even notice your good work here on earth; but our reward is from the person of Christ

II.
WIFE AND MOTHER


A.
Her Husband

11 The heart of her husband safely trusts her; So he will have no lack of gain. NKJV

12 She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. NKJV

23 Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. NKJV

29 "Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all." [comment of husband] NKJV

11 The heart of her husband trusts in her confidently and relies on and believes in her securely, so that he has no lack of [honest] gain or need of [dishonest] spoil. AMP

12 She comforts, encourages, and does him only good as long as there is life within her. AMP

23 Her husband is known in the [city's] gates, when he sits among the elders of the land.  [Prov 12:4.]  AMP

29 “Many daughters have done virtuously, nobly, and well [with the strength of character that is steadfast in goodness], but you excel them all.” AMP 

-trust is a very delicate thing; it can be broken in a moment but takes years to build; sometimes depending on the issue, trust never gets rebuilt

-but this woman of virtue is careful not only to guard that trust but to continue to act in such a way as to be a blessing especially to her husband

-if she errors there is the repentance and admission of wrongdoing, a humbling of herself before those she offended

-for the believer in Christ, our husband is our Lord and Savior Jesus; it is He that we serve first and foremost; we seek to be trustworthy to Him

-for the believing wife and mother, she relies upon the Holy Spirit to grant her that faithful record of love, commitment and trustworthiness


B.
Her Children

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: NKJV

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied); and her husband boasts of and praises her, [saying], AMP

-here is the real proof of her character: the home life; what your children say about you is more revealing that we are comfortable with

-but with this woman of virtue her children rise up and call her blessed

-the believer in Christ will have a testimony among other believers, either for good or for evil

-what is the testimony of those who know you well? if we brought up your children on stage and asked them about you what would they say?


C.
Her Household

13 She seeks wool and flax, And willingly works with her hands. NKJV

14 She is like the merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. NKJV

15 She also rises while it is yet night, And provides food for her household, And a portion for her maidservants. NKJV

19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. NKJV

21 She is not afraid of snow for her household, For all her household is clothed with scarlet. NKJV

22 She makes tapestry for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple. NKJV

27 She watches over the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. NKJV

13 She seeks out wool and flax and works with willing hands [to develop it]. AMP

14 She is like the merchant ships loaded with foodstuffs; she brings her household's food from a far [country]. AMP

15 She rises while it is yet night and gets [spiritual] food for her household and assigns her maids their tasks.  [Job 23:12.]  AMP

19 She lays her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. AMP

21 She fears not the snow for her family, for all her household are doubly clothed in scarlet.  [Josh 2:18,19; Heb 9:19-22.]  AMP

22 She makes for herself coverlets, cushions, and rugs of tapestry. Her clothing is of linen, pure and fine, and of purple [such as that of which the clothing of the priests and the hallowed cloths of the temple were made].  [Isa 61:10; 1 Tim 2:9; Rev 3:5; 19:8,14.]  AMP

27 She looks well to how things go in her household, and the bread of idleness (gossip, discontent, and self-pity) she will not eat.  [1 Tim 5:14; Titus 2:5.]  AMP

-these verses show how her household benefits from her virtue; the overriding thought here is that she is ‘others oriented’; this is what drives her

-for the believer in Christ, this ‘others orientation’ is a natural work of the Holy Spirit as He creates within us the image of Christ, the servant of all

Titus 2:3-5
3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things —  4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. NKJV

III.
WORSHIP OF THE LORD


A.
Her Reverence Toward the Lord

30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised. NKJV

30 Charm and grace are deceptive, and beauty is vain [because it is not lasting], but a woman who reverently and worshipfully fears the Lord, she shall be praised!  AMP

-I believe this is the underlying factor in this woman of virtue; because of the fear of the Lord she orders her life in such a way as to be pleasing to Him

-its not that she ignores the outward body; but she understands that the emphasis must be on the inward character; this is true beauty

-the believer in the Lord Jesus must constantly keep this in mind; our world is beauty oriented; attractiveness is measured in terms of face and body

-virtue is put further down on the list; but who are we looking to please?


B.
Her Impact on Her World

20 She extends her hand to the poor, Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. NKJV

20 She opens her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches out her filled hands to the needy [whether in body, mind, or spirit]. AMP

-in all of her efforts she never loses sight of those who are needy; this is a part of being ‘others oriented’; she takes from what she has and touches others

-this applies not just in material things; it would also apply to encouragement and emotional support

-the believer in Christ has been given the Holy Spirit to bring sensitivity to the needs of others; while we cannot meet everyone’s need, we can reach out and minister to those He puts before us

-there are those times when the Holy Spirit will prompt us to make a difference in a particular person’s life
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