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“CRISIS AND CHANGES: 

GOD’S OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL AND AWAKENING”

Psalm 46

INTRODUCTION:

-as many of you have read in the email I sent out this morning, the church in Kaharlyk, Ukraine where Micah Claycamp and his family serve as missionaries was firebombed today at 5 am their time (if you didn’t get the email, I don’t have your current email address

-Pastor Wayne and Olya Zschech and family live in the church building on the back side; their newborn’s room has a window which was not covered by shutters; their family is ok

-the molotov cocktail was thrown through the first floor window of the Children’s Sunday School classroom; again, no one was hurt, just shaken up by the attack

-the perpetrators scrawled the message “Get Out, Sect!” on the outside of the building; the police believe it was a fascist group seeking to drive out foreign elements

-the resulting damage to the church is estimated at $20,000; the first floor has a wood floor; the basement underneath the Sunday School room where the office is has extensive damage including computer damage

-here are some of the pictures of the damage (show the pictures on the screen)

-we know that bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ to a foreign culture has its own set of risks

-but when things are going well without severe trouble for a long period of time it can be easy to think that it will all just stay the same as it’s always been

-the problem with that mindset is that it lulls one into a false sense of security

-Micah told me this morning that they had just taken it for granted that all was save there in town and the townspeople seemed to be accepting of the work there 

-how quickly things can change! but how quickly God can turn around a tragedy to bring forth something altogether new and purified!

-listen; it is in times of crisis that God can bring a renewal and awakening into our lives; the crisis is like turning over the soil that has lain dormant for so long

-everything is status quo; don’t rock the boat; I have my plans; I like the way things are

-but there is a slow death going on inside spiritually; the orientation of the life so easily transfers to things physical, things carnal, things that strengthen self in all its ugliness

-and we don’t really see it until...crisis strikes!

-it can be a lost job; it can be the diagnosis you have a terminal disease; it can be the death of a young family member; it can be persecution that happens to those you know and love

-if things around us are going just fine, we really don’t want God to step in and allow the bottom to drop out

-but we have forgotten that we are like paratroopers in a plane; our reality is not to just enjoy the ride; we are going to have to jump out and pull the cord of our chute to get to our destination

-we are all soldiers in God’s spiritual army; no one has been discharged, nor will they be until Jesus sends His angels to escort us into His presence

-it doesn’t matter whether you are a grandma or a new ma; it doesn’t matter if you are retired or just getting your jets started

-you cannot be lulled into thinking it’s all about you; and crisis brings that reality to the forefront

-what will the church there in Kaharlyk need to do? first of all I’m sure they will gather as a church and have a prayer meeting; they will thank the Lord that it wasn’t worse

-they will be struck with the reality that the enemy of their souls is Satan, not people; Satan was behind this act of terrorism, stirring these lost, misguided souls to do this

-they will also now be dealing with the fact that they need to be more vigilant than ever before

-it will steel their calling and purpose, causing them to dig deeper, pray harder, work for fervently, count their own life as loss for Christ

-it will also tend to do the same with their supporters around the world; especially with us the sending church of Micah and his family

-the crisis will also be used in the city of Kaharlyk; many years have gone by \ since the church first was planted there

-during the past 12 years the church has touched just about every echelon of the town of 15,000, from the mayor to the cast off old people

-here is the vision of the church there in Kaharlyk:

“We have been actively involved in the community of Kaharlyk since 1997 with the goal of improving the quality of life, physically and spiritually, for the people of this town of 15,000. Now God has broadened our horizons to see great opportunities to profoundly impact our whole society.

Our vision for the Kaharlyk region is:


•
Salvation: the Gospel must spread by word and deed to each household of our town.


•
Changed Lives : through a caring Christian environment, personal Bible study and mentoring, lives must be transformed into the image of Christ.


•
Community Transformation : through an ever increasing number of innovative projects, outreaches and enterprises, the life-arresting Gospel will be in plain view everywhere projecting a simple faith in Jesus into every level of society.

-I wonder how the Lord is going to use this crisis to bring their vision to a level of fruition that may have not been possible without the crisis

-now, let’s bring this into our living rooms right now; here you are, living in Phoenix, trying to deal with all that’s on your plate

-maybe it’s with the kids; maybe it’s with the finances; maybe it’s with your health; maybe it’s with the relatives; maybe it’s that you have lost your sense of identity and purpose

-maybe for you it seems your life has been one crisis after another; where is God in all of this?

-before we go into Psalm 46 I want to explain a little bit why Pastor Jesse and his family are returning from China Dec. 22

-let’s now look at Psalm 46 and see what the Holy Spirit inspired the psalmist to write; I believe these words are as applicable today as they were when first written

I.
TRUE SAFETY AND SECURITY

A.
Our Rock of Refuge v. 1

B.
Our Rest in the Storm vv. 2-3

II.
TRUE SOURCE OF LIFE VV. 4-7

A.
The River of Life vv. 4-6

B.
The Refuge v. 7

III.
TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS VV. 8-11

A.
Behold His Glory vv. 8-9

B.
Be Still and Know that He is God vv. 10-11
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