1/6/02

“Enjoying God in 2002”

Psalm 16:8-11

Introduction:
-by the grace of God we have been brought to the year 2002; as a household of believers, we have enjoyed God’s blessings and the sweet influences of His mercies

-at this time last year, I spoke on Rev. 2:1-7, with the emphasis on simply returning to Jesus and loving Him with our whole hearts

-during the past year we have been studying the gospel of Matthew verse by verse, examining the Lord Jesus—His person and His teachings

-I believe we have been drawn closer to Him throughout the year, especially since the attacks on our country on Sept. 11th
-suddenly people are reassessing their priorities and are more open to yielding their all to Christ

-we have seen many come to Christ or rededicate their lives to Him during this past year

-we have grown to almost 450 families, and many children have been added to our children’s ministry

-we have watched how the Lord has provided for our church and brought in all the money to build and complete the six-classroom addition; and we have greatly reduced the balance on the remaining portion of the note on the 5 acres, with only $50,000 left!

-so what’s ahead for this church in 2002? In the final analysis, only the Lord knows the full details

-but there has been a theme on my heart for several weeks now, and I believe this theme is a foundational direction as a church

-this year, the goal is to be touched in our spirit and soul with the personal enjoyment of God—not merely serving Him or glorifying Him, but going deeper and enjoying His presence
-this is not only mentioned many times in the New Testament, but enjoying God has been emphasized in creeds and catechisms of the church; the most clear statement regarding the act of enjoying God is found in the Westminster Shorter Catechism

-The Larger and Shorter Catechisms were compiled by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster in the mid 1600’s, and the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland adopted both the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, along with the Westminster Confession of Faith;  these were the standard catechisms of the Presbyterian churches throughout the countries of the former British Empire and the U.S.

-The Westminster Shorter Catechism:

Question 1 
What is the chief end of man? 

Answer 1 
Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever. 

Question 2 
What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him? 

Answer 2 
The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 

-it is to help toward this end—a deeper enjoyment of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit—that we have purchased the book-gift for each of the families of our church

-THE PURSUIT OF GOD by A. W. Tozer is a devotional on experiencing the presence of God; this book is to encourage each of us to open our hearts even more to the reality of His presence, and to allow ourselves to enjoy Him in the middle of our life circumstances whatever they may be

-are there any families that did not receive this book?

-please turn in your Bibles to Psalm 16

I.
In His Presence is Fullness of Joy

A.
What Does it Mean to “Enjoy God”?

-enjoy: to take pleasure in or receive satisfaction from
-joy: the emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or by the prospect of possessing what one desires :

-delight 1 : a high degree of gratification : extreme satisfaction 2 : something that gives great pleasure
-Contrasted Words: abhor, abominate, detest, hate, loathe; condemn, despise, scorn

-to enjoy God therefore means to take pleasure in Him and receive in the soul that sense of satisfaction, contentment and fulfillment that can only be found in Him

B.
Where is This Experience of Joy Spoken Of?

-when the soul is at rest with who He is (as revealed in the Scriptures) and what He says about Himself (as revealed in the Scriptures) and about how He sees and accepts us through Christ (as revealed in the Scriptures), then the enjoyment of God can begin to take on deeper dimensions

-this is called “resting” in Christ; resting is not something you try to do, it’s the result of stopping the doing!

-how we need to just stop trying to gain God’s favor, and rest (believe) in the favor that is granted us in Christ: complete acceptance in Him before we do anything!

-then the enjoyment of God can really begin to grow as a personal experience

-many people greatly enjoy God’s creation, but cannot seem to come to the place of enjoying God Himself; yet He, in His person, has more to offer than does His creation, since the creation is less glorious than Himself

-if someone says they really enjoy something of the creation, how much more can they be fulfilled if they are brought to the place of enjoying the Creator of all things?

-King David expresses this enjoyment of His presence in the sixteenth Psalm:

Psalm 16:8-11 NKJV

8 I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 

10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Ps 16:8-11 NLT

8 I know the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 

9 No wonder my heart is filled with joy, and my mouth shouts his praises! My body rests in safety. 

10 For you will not leave my soul among the dead or allow your godly one to rot in the grave. 

11 You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever.

-the Apostle Peter used this very Psalm in his first sermon to the gathering recorded in Acts 2; he pointed to Jesus as the Holy One who was not allowed to see corruption; and through Christ, this fullness of Joy can be experienced 

-in the epistle to the Philippian church, the Apostle Paul, from prison, continually exhorted them to rejoice in the Lord:

Phil 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. NKJV

Phil 3:3 For we … worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, NKJV

Phil 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. NKJV

II.
In His Person We Can Experience His Joy

A.
The Joy That Jesus Experienced

-when a soul repents of his sin and believes the gospel of Jesus Christ, something wonderful and precious takes place within him: God sends forth His very personal, intimate Spirit (who is Holy) into that soul

-and the desire of the Lord Jesus is that we, too, experience His joy; think of it!! What was the joy that Jesus had? Pure joy, truthful joy, perfect joy—that is what God desires for each disciple to experience

John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. NKJV

John 17:13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. NKJV

Zeph 3:17 The LORD your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing." NKJV

B.
The Joy of Glorifying the Father in Heaven

-glorifying God and enjoying Him forever is the chief end of man; so, how do we glorify the Lord?

John 15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. NKJV

Gal 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. NKJV

-it isn’t so much the activity itself that He looks to, but the quality of character that is revealed in the activity

-do you reach out to the lost? Do so in the fruit of the Spirit, showing love, joy, peace, longsuffering, etc.

-do you feed those who are starving? Do so in the fruit of the Spirit, showing love, joy, peace, etc.

-do you give to those in need? Do so in the fruit of the Spirit, showing love, joy, peace, etc.

-God is at rest with us before we do any work; shouldn’t we rest in Him and let His character flow through us to the world around us?

-Let us seek Him and grow in our experience of enjoying God; the Holy Spirit is ready to bring us into deeper layers of His love and presence

Rev 4:9-11

9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. KJV
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