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“He Did For Us What We Could Not Do For Him”
Psalm 40:6-8
Introduction:
-we are a nation that has given thanks to God for His mercies and grace throughout our history; many of our presidents and leaders have openly acknowledged the hand of God upon our nation

-play video clip

-during this week of Thanksgiving, let us remember what our Lord Jesus has personally done for us, and may we ultimately give thanks to God for sending us His Son and for His many blessings
-on the evening after Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples in an upper room; He instructed them on how the Scriptures foretold of all that had happened to Him: His sufferings, His death on the cross, and His resurrection on the third day 
Luke 24:44-46

44 Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms  concerning Me."  45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,  NKJV
-there are many Psalms that are specifically prophetic concerning the person and work of the coming Messiah; Jesus took time to point these out to His disciples

-one such Psalm is Psalm 40, especially vv. 6-8; ch. 10 of the Book of Hebrews tells us that these verses are a specific reference to the coming of Jesus Christ from Heaven
-Jesus came to fulfill the Law of God for man; He did for man what man was unable to do because of his inherent sin nature
-so tonight we are going to take a look at this portion of Psalm 40; we will consider how David himself may have sensed it; but then we want to see its prophetic word at the work and sufferings of the coming Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth

-read Ps. 40; pray
I.
Outward Forms of Worship Can Be Deceiving v. 6
6 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require. 
A.
Sacrifices and Offerings 
-vv. 1-5 of this Psalm proclaim the faithfulness of God to help His people in their time of need
-it is because of His mercies that He comes to our aid; and it is because of His love and grace that He has done for us what we could not do for ourselves, nor for Him

-in the Law of Moses, God gave to Israel the various ceremonies and rituals that were required in their worship of Him; as a matter of fact, it has been calculated that there are 613 commands within the Law that are required to be kept
-during David’s reign as King over Israel, true heart-felt worship of the Living God had come to it’s peak; David had brought the ark of the covenant into the city of Jerusalem to be a testimony to the people that the real King was God Himself

-yet David knew that true worship was more than mere outward observance of rituals; the real sacrifice and offering God desired must be the person himself

-David here refers to four types of outward worship forms: sacrifices, offerings, burnt offerings, sin offerings 
-each of these were offered for different purposes; they were good and necessary works under the Law of Moses
-but they were to represent what was to be in the heart of every worshiper: dedication, sincerity, obedience, righteousness
-yet day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year, generation after generation continually failed in just these areas

-there was always this default back to selfishness and self-centeredness  
-how easy it is to follow religious formalities, and yet not allow the Spirit of God to penetrate the depth of our soul! and self still remains on the throne of one’s life
-David understood this and penned these words under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit

B.
Spiritual Surgery to Open the Ears
-“My ears You have opened”… David acknowledged that it was the work of God upon his life to cause him to see the deeper meaning behind all the offerings 
-David was speaking about the need in his own life to offer his whole heart to God, and not merely the outward offerings

-and the Spirit of God was directing the wording to become prophetic of a future perfect fulfillment in the One who would be sent from Heaven—Jesus, the Son of God

-this is why Jesus came from heaven: to fulfill for man what man could not faithfully obey because of his own sin nature

-the Apostle’s own writings from Heb. 10:4-10 emphasize this very fact
-quoting from the Greek translation of the Scriptures, the Apostle includes “a body you have prepared for me”; we don’t know exactly how this was changed in the third century BC, but the wording is significant

-the Lord from heaven came to this earth to tabernacle in a body of flesh

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. NKJV 

-the only real hope for man was in Jesus being the perfect One who would fulfill all that God required of man
II.
Only the Person of Christ Jesus Will Suffice vv. 7-8

7 Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart." 
A.
Personal Commitment in Writing v. 7
-David writes that more than sacrifice and offerings, what is needed is surrender of the entire life to God

-so this is the real deal: God wants the very core of a person’s being, not merely the outward promises and works; Behold, I come…;
-and David desires to have that personal commitment put in writing: “In the scroll of the book it is written of me…”

-the commentary from Heb. ch. 10 tell us that this is prophetic of Jesus Christ saying to the Father in heaven: “Behold, I come”

-if there had been any other way for man to save himself—any amount of good works or enlightenment or working off your own sins—Jesus wouldn’t have had to come

-but it is just because of this point that He did come from heaven willingly to reconcile man to God in His own body sacrifice

-in the scroll of the book it is written of me… all of Scripture points to the coming Messiah, Jesus; this was God’s way of helping us to recognize the Messiah

-there are over 300 direct prophecies in the Old Testament that refer to the person and work of the coming Messiah: and Jesus is the only One who fulfilled them all!
B.
Personal Delight in the Law of God v. 8
-David follows this by saying, “I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.”
-as passionate as David was to do the right thing at the right time all the time, he failed, again and again

-but this is, again, where Jesus comes in; Jesus was sent from heaven to this earth to do for us what we could not do; He was sinless and obeyed all that God required
-and His death on the cross was the payment for that was upon us because of our sins: the sentence of death; our sins were placed upon Him on the cross

-in this way, Jesus was our substitute in life, in death, and in resurrection; and by our faith in Him and His work in our behalf, His righteousness is imputed to our account;
-this is called “the great exchange”; our sins were imputed to His account, and His righteousness was imputed to ours 
-this is what Heb. 10 affirms to us; we cannot perform sufficiently to obtain the acceptance of God by our own works; our part now under the New Covenant is to place our trust in Christ, and surrender our lives to Him
-read again vv. 6-8 and see them fulfilled in the person of Christ Jesus; and then see this as the work of the Holy Spirit within the heart of the believer
-we are saved by His death; and we are empowered by His life to live to His glory

Eph 2:8-10

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. NKJV

-let us give thanks to the Lord for His many blessings, and especially for the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ, His Son
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