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“The Basis of My Trust in God”

Psalm 139
Introduction:
-we are told in 1 John that we love God because He first loved us; our love for God then is based upon the revelation of His love for us

-when we become convinced of God’s love for us, then our relationship with Him is a love-based relationship, rather than a mere keeping of rules; we have fallen in love with the person of God 

-when we go through difficult trials in our life, we need to remember that God’s love surpasses trials

-my basis of trusting the Lord is that I am convinced He will never waver from how He has revealed Himself to me through His word; this is what we find David saying in Psalm 139

-many of you have read Psalm 139; and you have been comforted and encouraged by its message
-but tonight I want you to approach it as if you’ve never read it before; and may the Lord speak to all of us through this precious Psalm

-the focus of this Psalm is God, not David; the basis of David’s trust is who the Lord is and how He keeps diligent watch over every aspect of his life

-David’s reason for this Psalm is seen in vv. 11-22; he is being chased by enemies from within his own country of Israel; King Saul has put a contract on David’s head for him to be killed; this was done unjustly, and out of sheer jealousy and fear

-some of us may be going through very difficult times right now, and you need to hear once again just how much the Lord cares about you; He loves you so much

-pray

I.
God’s Knowledge and Presence Over My Life vv. 1-12
A.
God’s Knowledge of My Life (vv. 1-6)
-v. 1: God has spoken into existence the heavens and the earth and all that is in them; He has granted general mercies to His creation
-but He has granted special mercies and blessings that are available only to those who have entered a covenant with Him; the very word “LORD” as it’s used here denotes Him as the Covenant God

-while God does know all things about all people, whether they are in covenant with Him or not, there is that special care the LORD takes over His own precious treasure

-when you enter into a covenant of marriage with your spouse, you come into an intimate relationship with that person

-no one else has the right to come in and divide or destroy that unity; you are under covenant and enjoy special companionship and intimacies not available to any others; so it is with the LORD and His people
-the word searched here means to “sift earth to find precious metals”; the LORD knows the difference between my thoughts and the real intentions of my heart
-when David states that the LORD has searched me and known me, he is stating that the LORD has absolute knowledge of all things about me inside and outside; I don’t have to worry about Him getting partial information, or Him receiving a rumor from someone else

-this first sentence is what all the rest of the Psalm hangs upon; if you can receive this, all the rest falls into place
-v. 2: the LORD even knows about the casual things of my life, such as my sitting down and my rising up; He even understands my thoughts afar off, which means that He knows my thoughts even before I think them!

-think of a stadium full of people; God knows all of them at once; think of all the stadiums in Europe during football tournaments; God knows all of them at once

-think of the billions and billions of people currently alive on the earth: God knows all of them at once; so does He know my situation right now? ABSOLUTELY

-although we cannot understand how He can do this, I must release my limited knowledge and yield to what the Bible says about God

-v. 3: comprehend…to consider all the different paths and activities of my life, and to know their interactions and connections at one moment; although we don’t even understand these things, HE DOES

-acquainted…this refers to a personal knowledge of interaction regarding me

-v. 5: hedged me behind and before, and laid Your hand upon me… if this is true, why did certain things happen to us that were evil?

-when we come across things we don’t understand, we need to back up to those things we do know for sure; was the LORD with us in that situation? YES

-did He forsake us or leave us? NO; was He there to offer His comfort and assurance? YES; did I draw upon it? did I rest in it? do I still hold a grudge or bitterness against God for allowing it to take place?

-these are important questions, for it is not until I can release it all to Him, that I can have absolute confidence in the future

-v. 6: there are times when you just have to let your breath out, put up the sail, and let God take you wherever He sees fit; we need to all come to the place where we say, “LORD, if these things are true, then I release my life completely into Your hands, trusting You.”

-these were the truths that brought comfort to David’s heart
B.
God’s Presence in My Ways (vv. 7-12)
-v. 8: when I read this section, I always think of those photographs of the Earth taken from the International Space Station; is the LORD any closer or further away up there in outer space? NO
-hell…Sheol, the world of the dead; when someone who lived in the hope of the Messiah died under the Old Covenant, they were kept in a holding area known as Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16); the LORD was able to comfort them even there

-but how about a life situation that can be called dead? you can gain no life from the surrounding circumstances; but the LORD is there

-v. 9: wings of the morning…flying over the clouds in a plane, or being in a submarine at the bottom of the ocean; can I get into a life situation where God can’t help me or be there with me? NO

-v. 11: darkness…being completely overwhelmed with disaster; if I look up to the LORD, He can bring light and life to me; remember, He was light before there was the sun or moon

-these special blessings for me are only available under the Covenant
II.
God’s Intricate Work Over My Life vv. 13-18
A.
God’s Intricate Work in Creating Me (vv. 13-16)
-we read these verses today and know how medical science has confirmed these truths
-but David knew these things intuitively by the Holy Spirit; and this section proves that a soul begins the moment of conception, not the moment one breathes air

-v. 15: skillfully wrought… “an intricate embroidery”; design proves a designer

-so many are seeking to find their purpose in life; where one needs to begin is with the One who knows the purpose for your life; and when you get to Him, you will know the purpose for your life
-v. 16: the days fashioned for me…notice that our age is counted as a number of days not years; today is the day God has given me to fulfill my purpose: to glorify Him; that is all that is going to matter when I stand before Him on that last day

-really, all of us are only a few breaths away from heaven

B.
God’s Intricate Thoughts Concerning Me (vv. 17-18)
-when you read these verses, don’t make yourself the center of attention; rather, these verse are designed to exalt the wonder that God thinks about us constantly
-He is more concerned about me and all that has to do with me than I am!

-there comes a point when you just have to believe it, because our understanding cannot wrap itself around it

-God will give us enough reason to believe, but He won’t give us so much reason, that faith is unnecessary

III.
God’s Help Requested Concerning My Life vv. 19-24

A.
Request for God’s Protection (vv. 19-22)
-these verse bring out the reason for this Psalm; David is being wrongfully chased and threatened by enemies all around him
-notice that he prays for God to slay the wicked, rather than himself; this is putting God between you and your enemy

-Jesus told His disciples to love their enemies; loving your enemies doesn’t mean you don’t identify evil; it means that you put Jesus between you and them, and let Him deal with it

1 Peter 3:9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. NKJV

1 Thess 5:15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. NKJV

Matt 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  NKJV
-v. 21: there are absolutes in my life, and those absolutes are determined by God’s word
-v. 22: you cannot use this Scripture for bigotry or hatred toward those who don’t know the Lord; we are called to honor all men because they have been created in the image of God

1 Peter 2:17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. NKJV
B.
Request for God’s Purifying Influence (vv. 23-24)
-first destroy the wicked, and then search me; LORD, you deal with them, and then also deal with me

-if you fear that the LORD will deal with you harshly, then you don’t really know Him as He has revealed Himself to be under the New Covenant

-trust the Lord because of who He is; release yourself to Him
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