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“Recognizing the Leading of the Holy Spirit  – Pt. 2”

Introduction:

-how can I know what God wants me to do? how can I know what direction God wants me to go? 

-how can I know which way is best for me in this crossroad of my life? 

-what does it mean to be led by the Holy Spirit? 

-what if things go terribly wrong after I have stepped out in faith believing it was directed by the Lord?
-these are questions that have come across my desk over the past 22 yrs.; and I have also asked these same questions on occasion
-I believe there are solid Biblical answers for each of these questions, and that is what this short series is all about; I believe it is possible to grow in our learning of recognizing the leading of the Holy Spirit
-last week we began with the person of God, the Holy Spirit; He is not an essence or a force, but a very real person, co-equal and co-existent with God the Father and God the Son

-we explored the Scriptures showing that the work of the Holy Spirit is to first come alongside one who hasn’t yet placed faith in the risen Lord:
Jn 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. NKJV
-this verse brings to us the first two ways the Holy Spirit works with the sons of men: 
-first of all, coming alongside (para) to convict them of sin, righteousness, and judgment to come

-and then, upon their repentance and faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit comes within (en) a person, making His home within their hearts

-we believe this took place with the Apostles, not on the day of Pentecost, but on the night after Christ rose from the dead, as John 20:19-23 and Luke 24:44-49 seem to indicate

-last week we also looked at the Scriptures that told us that this indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer was the determining factor on whether you were a child of God or not

Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. NKJV

-tonight we are going to look at the third way the Holy Spirit works with a believer: He comes upon them, to anoint them with power and boldness in their service to the Lord—service that has that special dynamic (dunamus) to it; this is commonly referred to as the Baptism with the Holy Spirit; and we will present the Scriptures that show this to be the case
-also tonight we want to consider the different ways the Lord speaks to us, and gives us His special direction in our lives

-pray

I.
The Holy Spirit Coming Upon the Believer
A.
Examining the Old Testament

-throughout the OT we read of a few men and women upon whom the Holy Spirit descended and used them in a unique and special way among the people of God; not every Hebrew or proselyte was given this special anointing

-the first prophet was Enoch, as Jude makes comment on in his letter in the New Testament (Jude 14); the last prophet was John the Baptist, according to the words of Jesus (Lk. 7:26-28) 

-God even poured out His Spirit upon certain kings over His people, such as Saul and David
-but again, this “coming upon” (‘epi) experience of being anointed to carry out service to the Lord was not the norm for every person of Israel; but it would become the norm for every believer in the Messiah “in the last days”
B.
Examining the Biblical Terminology

-the first mention of this taking place was in the prophecy of John the Baptist
Mark 1:7-8   
7 And he preached, saying, "There comes one after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.8 I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." NKJV
-and we know that Jesus connected this baptism with the Holy Spirit with “the promise of the Father”, and the effect of this taking place in their lives would be power and boldness to speak the word of the gospel without fear
Acts 1:4-8 
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." NKJV
-we read of the change in terminology throughout the book of Acts from the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, to being “filled with the Spirit”; 

-we also read that speaking in unknown tongues was one of the signs that the last days had begun, and the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is also referred to as the “gift of the Holy Spirit”
Acts 2:1-21,32-33,37-39  
1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans?8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,11 Cretans and Arabs -- we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?"

13 Others mocking said, "They are full of new wine."

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.'

32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." NKJV
-we also find in Scripture that the first mention of hands being laid upon those receiving the Baptism with the Holy Spirit occurs in the book of Acts, ch. 8, 9, & 19
Acts 8:4-23 
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.8 And there was great joy in that city.

9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great,10 to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God."11 And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.13 Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.

14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money,19 saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit."

20 But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God.22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity." NKJV
Acts 9:17-18

17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. NKJV

Acts 19:1-7 AMP

19:1 WHILE APOLLOS was in Corinth, Paul went through the upper inland districts and came down to Ephesus. There he found some disciples.

2 And he asked them, Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed [on Jesus as the Christ]? And they said, No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.

3 And he asked, Into what [baptism] then were you baptized? They said, Into John's baptism.

4 And Paul said, John baptized with the baptism of repentance, continually telling the people that they should believe in the one Who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus [having a conviction full of joyful trust that He is Christ, the Messiah, and being obedient to Him].

5 On hearing this they were baptized [again, this time] in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6 And as Paul laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke in [foreign, unknown] tongues (languages) and prophesied.

7 There were about Twelve of them in all.
1 Tim 4:14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. NKJV

2 Tim 1:5-7 (proof that this was a part of Paul’s ministry)
6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. NKJV 
-the counsel to be regularly filled with the Holy Spirit is given to us in Eph. 5
Eph 5:18-20 NLT

18 Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. 19 Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And you will always give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

-at Calvary Chapel North Phoenix, we believe that the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is an essential experience that is for every single born-again believer

-it is not the determining factor for salvation; that is something that is by grace alone through faith in Christ’s work on the cross
-but the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is an essential component for power and boldness for service to the Lord, and that it is a distinct and separate work of God for the believer
-who baptizes with the Holy Spirit? Jesus; into what is a person baptized? the Holy Spirit; but when you become a believer in Christ you are baptized into the body of Christ, by the Holy Spirit; these are two different experiences

-it can take place at the moment a person places faith in Christ Jesus, as is seen in Acts ch. 10 with the Roman Centurion, Cornelius; but generally it is a separate experience after one becomes a believer (Acts 8, 9, 19)
-when we use the term: “baptized with the Holy Spirit”, we refer to that initial experience of the Holy Spirit coming upon the believer
-it is not the same as being baptized in water; baptism in water is an outward testifying of your identity with Christ’s death for you and His resurrection for you to newness of life
-the word, baptism, means saturated, immersed; and we recognize that throughout the book of Acts, those who had initially been baptized with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, were spoken of as being filled with the Holy Spirit just before a particular miracle or mighty witness by word went forth

-and in Eph. 5, we are counseled to be “filled” with the Holy Spirit, rather than being filled with wine; the Gr. verb tense used here is “be constantly being filled”, a present, imperative, continuous action
-so this verse would read in Greek, “be constantly, moment by moment, being controlled by the Holy Spirit”
-so initially you are baptized with the Holy Spirit, usually through the laying on of hands, and then regularly praying to be filled or saturated with the Holy Spirit, that you might be equipped to do the work of the ministry for the building up of the body of Christ

-we also read in the book of Acts, and in 1 Cor. 12-14 that speaking in unknown tongues often accompanied that initial infilling or baptism with the Holy Spirit; but not every single text mentioning the gift of the Holy Spirit being poured out mentions the expression of the gift of tongues

-and as Paul the Apostle states in 1 Cor. 13, God’s love in and through us is far superior to the expression of the gift of tongues

II.
The Holy Spirit Giving us God’s Direction
A.
Foundational Truths

-God’s will is sovereign over the affairs of men; whether men obey Him or not, He has a plan that will come to pass over this earth

-God has revealed His will and its parameters through the Holy Scriptures; He has magnified His word above all His name

-there is a God; you are not Him

B.
Five Means Through Which God Seems to Direct Us

1.
His Word in Context, and in Principle (highest)

2.
The Promptings of the Holy Spirit to our spirit (subjective)

3.
The Counsel and Witness of other Solid Bible-based believers (subjective)

4.
The Circumstances and opportunities that do or don’t take place (subjective)

5.
Long-standing inclinations (subjective)

C.
Five Ways that the Bible is Used by the Holy Spirit

1.
In your daily reading

2. 
in a sermon or exhortation

3.
in counsel to another

4.
in bringing to remembrance a particular Scripture or principle of Scripture

5.
doing a thorough Biblical search of the topic
D.
Failures: What Do I Do?

-defer to the Sovereign Will of God

-acknowledge that you could have been wrong

-humble yourself and see if there are sinful attitudes or actions you have been allowing

-continue to trust God and ask Him to make you more careful to discern His leading

-go back to what you do know is true

Experiencing the Biblical Reality 
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