
12-21-08; Christmas Sunday

“THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD”

Luke 1:26-38, 56; Matt 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20

INTRODUCTION:

-every year at this time we hear the verses of the Gospels that tell of the manner in which our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was born

-to some they could even quote by memory every verse because they have heard it so often

-but some have never heard; some have never understood; some have never considered all that occurred in heaven and earth in that fullness of time when God sent His Son

-this morning I want to once again have us read the Gospel accounts of the manner in which our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was born

-I want us to consider some of the ramifications of how it all took place, some of the logistics that probably were encountered

-during the message I will be bringing those realities over into our own lives today and making application concerning the trials and tribulations we have, do, and will face in the future

-at the close of the message this morning I want to provide an opportunity for any of you here to open your hearts to the love of God through faith in Jesus Christ

-turn in your Bibles to the Gospel of Matthew, ch. 1, and the Gospel of Luke ch. 1; pray

I.
SUBMITTING TO THE PLAN OF GOD - LUKE 1:26-38; 56; MATT. 1:18-25

A.
The Holy Conception - (Luke 1:26-38, 56)

-it must be remembered that Joseph had already proposed to Mary; it was very likely that their parents had arranged the marriage

-it has been estimated by most Bible commentators that Mary and Joseph were in their mid to late teens at this time

-back in these days, when a couple got engaged it was a binding contract; an engagement could only be broken by a bill of divorcement

-it was after this engagement when angel Gabriel was sent by God to Mary with this greeting and announcement

-from her response to the angel we can surmise that she believed she would become pregnant right away rather than after the wedding with Joseph

-the angel Gabriel told her the conception would be brought about by the Holy Spirit through the power of the Highest

-as a side note, since Jesus was called the Son of God, it can be concluded from this information that the Holy Spirit is God

-Mary’s relative Elizabeth, although very old, was already now six months along

-just as naturally impossible as it was for a very old woman to conceive, so it was naturally impossible for Mary to conceive in her womb without a man

-but this was the point of faith with Mary: with God nothing will be impossible

-Mary found faith through which to believe the announcement; she submitted herself to the plan of God and waited

-when we look into the New Testament, we find many promises of God to us that seem unlikely if not impossible to be carried out

-we reason that unless there is some scientific proof before it happens or unless there is some resources we can understand, it probably won’t happen

-believing someone’s promise is founded upon the ability of the One making the promise and their faithfulness in the past to keep their word

-God requires faith on our part; it is a faith that shows itself in action, not merely in mind

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. NKJV

-it was necessary for Mary to make haste and leave Nazareth; she would travel to the wilderness area of Judea where Zacharias and Elizabeth lived

-there she would remain for the next three months until Elizabeth would give birth

-afterward she would return to Nazareth, now three months along

B.
The Heartbreak of Innuendo - (Matt. 1:18-25)

-v. 18 hints at the heartbreak of discovery by Joseph; what was he to naturally think? what thoughts must have gone through his mind at first?

-from v. 19 it appears that he didn’t immediately receive Mary’s account of what had been told to her by the angel Gabriel 

-it must have completely rocked his world; this kind of thing would challenge any God-fearing man, and Joseph as young as he was, is spoken of as just

-while he though about these things...; something as traumatic as this discovery would indeed keep you up at night, fighting with the reasoning of it all

-to the natural mind, Mary had simply been unfaithful; what on earth had taken place up in the hill country of Judea?

-now here she was three months pregnant; had something happened here in Nazareth? but Mary was such a godly young woman 

-it is quite likely that Joseph, Mary and their families had known each other since childhood, being raised in the small town of Nazareth

-and Joseph...what would people say about him? how could they ever believe him trying to explain what Mary had communicated to him?

-what about the parents of Joseph and Mary? how did they handle all of this?

-actually, this social stigma never went away the entire time Jesus lived on earth

-it is interesting to me that God chose to reach Joseph through a dream rather than during the day as He did with Mary

-it was through a dream, maybe to catch Joseph at a moment when he wasn’t rationally processing every little component of the whole thing

-v. 20 tells us that Joseph, like Mary, was of the lineage of David; this is affirmed by Matthew’s genealogical record in ch. 1 of his gospel

-but for the child to be a true Son of God, the conception must happen by means of the Holy Spirit through the power of the Highest, not through any man

-the instructions from the angel to Joseph were clear: Mary’s testimony was accurate; now he was to accept Mary as his wife and not divorce her 

-upon awakening, Joseph obeyed the instructions by faith and took Mary as wife

-it must be remembered that they stayed in Nazareth for the next six months, enduring all the gossip, slander and innuendo of the town’s people

-it seems as though they simply endured it all rather than always justifying themselves to others explaining the angelic appearances

-it was Joseph’s responsibility to name the child; he followed in obedience 

-Jesus, Joshua, Yeshua: these were common names in their day; the name hearkens back to the days of Joshua, the servant of Moses

-after Moses’ death, Joshua led the children of Israel across the Jordan into the promised land

-Joshua in Hebrew means “Jehovah is salvation”; what a fitting name for this Savior of the World who was God incarnate!

II.
SUBMITTING TO THE CAESAR’S ORDER - LUKE 2:1-20

A.
The Harrowing Journey - (Luke 2:1-7)

-I’m sure that Mary and Joseph had the room in Nazareth all set up for the delivery; the relatives had now dealt with it all and were becoming excited

-there had been no other angelic announcement; everything seemed like it was getting back to normal

-just as Mary was approaching the last days of her pregnancy, anticipating the delivery of her first child, the decree of Caesar Augustus went out

-I can just hear them responding in the natural, “How could this happen at a time like this? Why is it so important to go to the city of your ancestry?”

- “Mary can’t travel; she’s ready to deliver!” No matter what Joseph reasoned he couldn’t get out from under the demand of a mad Caesar who named himself Augustus, the Supreme One

-it would be an eighty mile arduous journey down along the Jordan Valley, up from Jericho, on up to Jerusalem and then down south to Bethlehem

-it would have taken several days; but riding on a donkey at full term pregnancy was not only uncomfortable but risky

-naturally speaking, anything could have happened along the way; supernaturally speaking, it was all unfolding according to the plan of God

-remember that Joseph and Mary had no insight as to how all of this was working out the plan of God...for them, for the Child, for the shepherds

-the crowds were stifling, the confusion maddening; God was working

-what is going on in your life right now? does it seem like all that is happening runs contrary to God’s best for you? are you at the end of your rope?

-I want to tell you that God is working in your life to bring about something different than you have imagined or reasoned

-God has a plan for your life to bring about something must deeper than could happen any other way; His will is that you would trust Him and believe Him

-upon their arrival at Bethlehem, Mary was about ready to deliver the Child

-but at this urgent moment no one was paying attention, no one was having compassion, no one was going out of their way to help them in their need

-yet God was absolutely in the middle of it all; He seems to do His best work behind the scenes without giving us the ‘play by play’ of the what and why

-they were definitely in town or at least on the edge of town at the inn

-there were no more rooms available; they were offered the stable where the beasts of burden were kept who had carried all the travelers to Bethlehem

-I can just imagine Joseph and Mary looking at each other in disbelief!

-and here they were responsible for the Son of God!  

-then it began...the contractions, the pain, the humbling conditions, the sounds of the braying of the donkeys, Mary’s screams at the moment of delivery

-and then...glory; looking face to face into the eyes of the Son of God!

-the only place soft enough to lay this Holy Child would be in the stone feeding trough for the animals

-as we mentioned a couple of years ago during this season, this stone trough was carved out to hold the feed for the animals

-it is interesting that after Jesus’ death, they brought Him to a tomb and laid Him in the stone section that had been carved out to hold Him

-in these two events we see stone bookends encompassing the Word of Life!

B.
The Heralding Angels - (Luke 2:8-14)

-it was late at night; there were shepherds in the open fields near Bethlehem

-they lived out there, which means they were not near their home

-most Bible commentators believe these shepherds were hired by the Temple authorities to provide acceptable sheep for the Temple sacrifices

-suddenly without warning the sky lit up with an incredible light causing great fear

-an angel of the Lord stood before them and began to speak: “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

-it was right after this announcement that the curtain of heaven opened and their eyes were allowed to behold a multitude of heavenly angels praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
C.
The Happy Discovery - (Luke 2:15-20)

-it is hard to imagine the affect this event had upon these lowly shepherds

-it must be remembered that shepherds back in these days were not esteemed very highly in the social status scale

-but this was God’s choice, not man’s choice; God’s plan sometimes goes so contrary to man’s reasonings

-these shepherds immediately went into Jerusalem search all the stables they knew of; and they found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger, just as the angelic announcement had foretold

-they acted upon the announcement; they received the privilege of beholding God incarnate!

-afterward they were so filled with excitement and awe that they freely shared all that had happened to them and the Child they beheld

-as Mary heard of their experience she ‘kept all these things and pondered them in her heart’; this would be the beginning of many ponderings in her life

-the affect upon the shepherds was dramatic; it changed their lives forever

-they returned to their work, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them

-even into the Temple; to all the authorities; they were the first evangelists

-all God is looking for from us is to believe Him and His Word; I’m talking about the kind of belief that leads to action on our part

-there will always be unanswered questions; but there is enough evidence by which to believe

-will you respond to His promise of life everlasting? God sent His Son...for you
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