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“The Christian and His Responsibility Under an Earthly Government”

Rom. 12:17-13:10; 1 Pet. 2:11-17; 1 Tim. 2:1-7

Introduction:

-this Tuesday is a very important day for all of us; it is the general election day; we have many propositions to consider; there are major offices in our state and federal government that hang in the balance
-as believers in Christ Jesus, we know we are citizens of a heavenly kingdom; Jesus Christ is our King

-yet at the same time, we live under earthly governments while we wait for Jesus to come for His church; and we do have responsibilities in the mean time

-these three sections of Scripture give us instruction and counsel regarding the believer’s responsibility concerning earthly governments under which they live as pilgrims and strangers

-may the Lord use these counsels to better prepare us to touch the world around us with the love and truth of the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ

I.
Counsel to the Believers in Rome – Rom. 12:17-13:10

A.
Do Not Repay Evil for Evil
-do you believe there was corruption in the Roman government? absolutely
-it would be easy for a believer who lived in Rome, who was now a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven, to believe that he no longer had a responsibility to obey any of Caesar’s laws
-yet we read this counsel to the believers in Rome; they were to be submitted to the civil authorities over them; those positions had been ordained by God

-no matter what we believed before we became Christians, we are now under Christ’s orders which we must obey

-even though we may not understand why the instruction is what it is, and how come God allows it to be so, there are very clear counsels from the word of God on how we’re to function underneath those authorities
-we are to repay no one evil for evil; there is no place for malicious attacks against anyone as a believer

-even though we may have been wronged, and have suffered injustice there is no room for manipulations of the flesh and verbal threats

-yet in our thinking we can establish habit patterns to launch into fleshly tirades that demean the character of the one who has wronged us

-overcome evil with good; this is to be our response; don’t allow the enemy of your soul to use injustice to trick you to draw upon fleshly attitudes that God will not bless

-when you step forward to do what is right according to the counsels of God’s word, His blessings will flow and He will be strong in your behalf
-though you might get ripped off, God’s promise is His life, not abundant possessions
-you only have to go to other parts of the world to see how believers live to get perspective on what it’s really like to live under corrupt governments
-we live under a governmental structure that allows us to vote our conscience and choose men and women that are in line with our own convictions on issues
-generally the person who receives the most votes represents the majority who placed him there; this is a representative type of governmental structure

-even though we’re citizens of the Kingdom of God, we live in this land and we can make a difference by voting according to our conscience before the Lord

B.
Obey the Governmental Authorities
-this sentence must have floored the believers living in Rome; they could have thought, “Paul, you don’t understand what your saying.  We live here in Rome. You don’t know what’s it’s like.”
-well, Paul was a Roman citizen himself; he did understand the corruption that was permeating the governmental structure

-where does Paul get this idea that governmental authorities are ordained of God?

Gen 9:5-6

5 Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. 6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man. NKJV
-God gave to man the right of self-government; man was given the right to have a governmental structure that would hinder evil that would come forth from the heart of man
-here specifically He’s talking about capital punishment for premeditated murder; this was based upon the fact that all humans were created in the image of God

-so when someone commits premeditated murder, he is ultimately guilty of dishonor against God, and the punishment was death
-by man this life should be taken; there are cases for mercy, even as we see Jesus showing mercy to the woman caught in adultery (which was a capital offense among the Jews, punishable by stoning to death)

-this is the back and forth battle that currently is taking place between the supporters of capital punishment and those opposed to it 
-but capital punishment is a Biblical concept laid down right here during Noah’s days 
-what should a believer do if a particular law is contrary to God’s law? then you have a responsibility to make an appeal to the one in that position of authority
-the appeal is to present an alternative, righteous way of accomplishing the desired end  
-but if that appeal fails, then you have a right to disobey man’s law in that area alone, because you have a higher obligation to obey God’s law in that area

-you do not have the right to disobey all the rest of the laws and be an anarchist

-as a Christian you have a responsibility to live out your faith in obedience to the laws of the land

-Paul is telling them in this section of Romans to live out their life as a Christian and pay their taxes because the structure has been ordained by God for the restraining of evil; the taxes support those who are in positions of authority
-owe no one anything has little to do with credit card balances in the context of this section; this counsel has to do with supporting the structure of the authority 

-the only thing you should owe people is to walk in love toward them
-yes there are times when it doesn’t seem very fair that we have to pay taxes to our government when we know of corruption going on within the government

-but even Jesus said to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s (money), and to God the things that are God’s (your soul)
-God owns my life; and if He wants to use my money to support them then it’s none of my business because the money is not mine…it’s His!
-illustration of my own tax situation in 1980 with the sale of my house
II.
Counsel to the Believers in Asia Minor – 1 Pet. 2:11-17

-Peter was writing this to the believers living in the area of Asia Minor who were living under the authority of the Roman government; and yet it was that same government that would crucify Peter upside down a few years later
-as sojourners and pilgrims we have a responsibility to live out our faith to this unbelieving world, and it includes submission to the governmental authorities

-we are indeed citizens of heaven as stated in Philippians

Phil 3:20-21

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. NKJV
-there is a perfect government coming; it is a monarchy; actually it is also a theocracy
-it is a monarchy in that Jesus will be the King over the world kingdom He will establish; it will be a theocracy because Jesus is God incarnate; the kingdom will be ruled by God 

-all governmental structures have inherent weaknesses because of sinful man; but I believe there are certain governmental structures that are better than others for they take into consideration the evil tendencies of man; and our democracy is one of those better governmental structures
-but it’s not without its faults because of the evil hearts of men and women; we shouldn’t be surprised that we find corruption even in our own government
-it is a good and right thing to work toward balanced, helpful legislation; but our hope as believers is not in legislating righteousness at every turn
-just when a good law is established, man will come in and try to create loopholes to give himself the right to make choices contrary to the laws

-we should vote our conscience before the Lord according to the moral standards found in Scripture; but don’t be surprised that people put little tags upon good legislation that can completely corrupt that particular piece of legislation

-the attack ads on television are so misleading; they tear down a candidates character using how he voted on a certain piece of legislation, and fail to mention that he voted no because of the addendums that were attached at the end of that bill

-but because the initial bill was intended for good, then he is accused of being an evil person and not caring for his constituency

-do your homework; really find out what’s going on; don’t just believe the attack ads
III.
Counsel that has the Greatest Impact – 1 Tim. 2:1-7

-Paul used his citizenship occasionally during his ministry; Acts 16; 22-25; but he relied upon that “card” only when led by the Holy Spirit
-but the most important thing we can do as believers is to commit to a time of prayer over the election process this Tuesday; God already knows how it will turn out

-God is a sovereign God; He can do what He desires, when He desires, how He desires

-but I believe there are many instances where God is waiting to work only through the prayers and intercessions of His people; because we don’t know which situations are hanging in the balance, we should pray over all things

-could God allow a person to come into office that is not of high moral integrity? sure; if the majority of voters are so inclined to elect that person, ignoring the candidate’s moral poverty, then God will use the situation

-the result will be felt by all who are under the new authority; maybe it needs to be a lesson learned by the constituents and they will be more discerning next time

-but that being the potential case, it does not stand to reason that one should vote for a person of no integrity just to show the state a thing or two!
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