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“THE MESSAGE BEHIND THE ATTACK ON AMERICA”

INTRODUCTION:
-there have been moments in recent history when the actions of men against each other reach an all-time moral low:

-the civil war in our own country in the mid-1800’s 

-the aggression of Germany in WWII

-the ethnic atrocities related to the Bosnian conflict

-but we have witnessed within the last 36 hrs. an unprecedented terrorist attack upon and within our homeland of America; 

-and the motive of the attack has direct ties to America’s support of the nation of Israel

-as the result of these four coordinated acts of terrorism, the loss of lives is now up into the thousands, with many, many more only a heartbeat away from death

-what makes a person so consumed with hatred for his fellow man that he will harden his conscience against all moral decency, and make himself and others a living bomb?

-why did all of these innocent civilians and public officials have to suffer in this manner?

-why is the Middle East always a hotbed of conflict?

-what is the REAL message behind this attack on America?

-what lessons can we glean from what has taken place?

-is this the beginning of the end?

-how can I go on in the midst of all this uncertainty?

-we want to consider these questions and more in tonight’s special study: “THE MESSAGE BEHIND THE ATTACK ON AMERICA”

-pray

I.
WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS - Mt. 24:3-8

3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 

5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. NKJV

-the disciples lived in a time where Rome controlled the land

-the oppressions against the Jewish people were a weekly occurrence

-the common belief among the Jewish people was that the Messiah would come and sweep away all oppressive kingdoms and set up His own kingdom based in Israel

-how did Jesus deal with the current events of the day?

-it seems that He always used them as a segue into eternal things (Lk. 13)

-Jesus wanted His disciples then and now to be more focused upon the eternal perspective instead of the earthly perspective

-this doesn’t mean that He or His disciples are to ignore the human needs before them; Jesus healed the sick, raised the dead, cleansed the lepers, fed the multitudes

-but by saying this to His disciples, “All these are the beginning of sorrows”, He was in effect telling them that it is just going to get increasingly worse in this world

-the word “sorrows” means labor pains

-but this is the 21st C. you may say, and we are the strongest safest country in the world! how can this evil take place on our own soil?

-Eccl. 9:11-12 tell us an observation made by King Solomon regarding the events of this life:

Eccl 9:11-12

11 I returned and saw under the sun that--The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all. 

12 For man also does not know his time: Like fish taken in a cruel net, Like birds caught in a snare, So the sons of men are snared in an evil time, When it falls suddenly upon them.  NKJV

-another factor to consider is the spiritual warfare element in the affairs of the sons of men; when we read the first two chapters of the book of Job we read of the challenge that Satan made before God regarding Job and his integrity before God

-Satan was allowed by God to test Job, that it might be shown what God had wrought already within Job

Job 1:6-12

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." 

8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?" 9 So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!" 

12 So the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person." So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. NKJV

Eph 6:10-13

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. NKJV

-there is a day coming when the end will indeed take place; and it will be on a day someone calls: TODAY

II.
WAITING FOR A UNITED ISLAMIC FRONT AGAINST ISRAEL - Ezek. 38-39

-if you haven’t already noticed, the main issue of these terrorist extremist groups has to do with our support of the nation of Israel

-in their minds, the United States government stands in the way of Moslem domination of the world

-there have only been three times that the people of Israel have been brought out of captivity to be placed into their own land: 

-under Moses in the 15th C. BC

-in 536 BC the people were allowed to return back to their land by Persia

-since 70 AD until 1948, the Jewish people were scattered over the face of the earth, and suffered heinous treatment by the nations of the world

-in 1948, under a United Nations vote, Israel regained status as a nation, and to this day Jews from around the world (especially Russian Jews) are flooding into the state

-this is to be considered as we look at the prophecies spoken by Ezekiel regarding what would take place in the latter days

-when you examine the history of the world since the days of Ezekiel until now, at no other time has their been this kind of an alliance; so because God’s word is true, this alliance is still yet to take place…but only after Israel is once again a nation

-Gog: the name of the head of the regions

-the land of Magog: Russia

-Rosh: Russia

-Meshech: the Moscow region

-Tubal: the Tbliski region

-Gomer: the areas around Germany and the Eastern Block countries

-house of Togarmah: Turkey and area toward the north and east of Turkey

-Persia: Iran

-Sheba and Dedan: Saudi Arabia

-Tarshish: England

-their young lions: possibly the United States as a princely offshoot of England

-I believe that when you see Russia becoming more involved with the Islamic nations to supply them with weaponry and support even militarily, then this scenario is at the door

-it is very possible that when fire rains down upon Russia and those nations, the church of Jesus Christ could be snatched away off the earth as is spoken of in 1 Thes. 4

III.
WHISKED AWAY TO BE WITH JESUS - 1 Thes. 4; 2 Thes. 2

1 Thess 4:15-18

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. NKJV

1 Cor 15:50-53

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. NKJV

2 Thess 2:3-8

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed…NKJV

IV.
WORLD GOVERNMENTS UNITE - Dan. 9; 2 Thes. 2

-based upon the dreams and visions interpreted for us in the book of Dan. (ch. 2 and 7-12), there will be a final world government that will rise upon the earth

-ch. 6-19 of the book of Revelation give us much more detail to the events of that time; this has not happened as yet, but the stage is certainly being set for the beginning act

2 Thess 2:3-4, 8-12

3 …the man of sin is (to be) revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

8 …the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. NKJV

-there seems to be an indication from the latter part of the 9th chapter of Daniel, that a peace treaty between Israel and possibly the Arabs will be brought into being by this man; this would allow the Temple to be rebuilt somewhere on the temple mount, along with at least one of the Temple mosques to remain as well

-there has to be a Jewish temple there in order for this man of sin, the Antichrist, to enter the Holiest Place and proclaim Himself to be God before the whole world

V.
WHAT WILL YOU DO?

-what about right now? the Bible tells us

2 Cor 6:2 For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. NKJV

Rom 13:11-14

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

Eph 5:8-21

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light." 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. NKJV

IMPACT UPON OUR NATION:

-REALITY FACTOR:

-shows that we as a nation are not impregnable

-this kind of thing is going to happen more frequently

-very difficult to stop terrorism from coming into a free society

-gather accurate facts

-INTERCESSION FACTOR:

-prayer for those injured and for those families of the victims

-pray for our national security

-pray for the emergency personnel (medical, fire, police, counselors)

-pray for the leaders of our country for discernment

PERSONAL IMPACT:

-LOSS FACTOR:

-relatives who have suffered or died

-jobs impacted, financially impacted

-FEAR FACTOR:

-fear factor of flying, or being the victim of terrorism

-friends that are traveling

-where does our security lie?

-HATRED FACTOR:

-hatred of races and religions

SPIRITUAL IMPACT:

-WARFARE FACTOR:

-this is a spiritual battle even more than a physical attack

-how could God allow this?

-how powerful is God in the midst of this?

-believers have had to make a stand all throughout history regarding who Jesus is, and the future of their own lives

-ISRAEL FACTOR:

-how does this relate to Bible prophecy: ISRAEL

Zech 12:3 And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered against it. NKJV

-the animosity of the Arabs against the Jews has gone on since the days of Ishmael, and the days of Esau

Gen 16:11-12

11 And the Angel of the LORD said to her:  "Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 

12 He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every man's hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren." 

Gen 27:38-41

38 And Esau said to his father, "Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me--me also, O my father!" And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 

39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven from above. 

40 By your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; And it shall come to pass, When you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck." 

41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob." NKJV

-Israel is prepared for these kinds of things

-questioning their own faith and where they stand before God

-prayer for those responsible

-prayer for Jerusalem

